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FROM THE EDITORS 
Welcome to this Winter issue of Madingley 
News – and thanks to everyone who has 
contributed material for inclusion. 
This issue carries details of the many activities 
taking place in the Village over the next few 
months. 
Traffic concerns remain at the top of the agenda 
in our Village – both the A14 Improvement 
Scheme and the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
with its busway and Park and Ride proposals. 
The next issue of Madingley News will be 
published on 10th March 2018 and the copy 
deadline for receipt of articles, photographs 
(jpeg attachments 1MB or more in size please) 
and advertisements is 10th February.  We look 
forward to receiving your news and illustrations 
and in the meantime we wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Roger and Lesley Buckley 
Email: madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01954 211276 
 
PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
It was at this time last year that I introduced 
myself as the new Chairman of the Parish 
Council.  The year has certainly flown by.  I’d 
like to hope that it’s been a positive start, 
although I seem to have spent much of my time 
finding my feet.  To a significant degree this also 
applies to the Parish Council in general; we are 
quite a ‘new’ Council, in the sense that three-
fifths of the Councillors are newcomers and that 
during the year we also welcomed Sarah, our 
new (and very experienced) Parish Clerk, who’s 
got off to a flying start.  Further afield, we got a 
new County Councillor and next year we’ll get a 
new District Councillor.  
I do believe this has helped reinvigorate the 
Council and allowed us to achieve some positive 
things during the year.  Some of these are 
relatively small victories, such as getting new 
dog waste bins installed or a new 40mph buffer 
zone on Church Lane – and I use the word 
‘victories’ because it’s hard to overstate how 
much time-consuming bureaucracy can be 
involved with getting even seemingly simple 
things done! 
But what has become clear to me is that the 
Parish Council should very much be a living and 
evolving body; new blood brings new ideas and 
renewal contributes to success.  The Council 
should be an integral part of Village life, a force 
for good and not some meaningless or aloof 
organisation.  Some of the Council’s work is 
necessarily routine – such as managing budgets, 

reviewing planning applications and ensuring the 
playground is maintained – but it is also a 
powerful vehicle for trying to make Village life 
better for everyone, in whatever guise that might 
be. 
November meeting 
It is in this context that it was a great pleasure to 
be able to welcome so many people along to our 
most recent Parish Council meeting in 
November.  This was an ‘extraordinary’ meeting 
with a large part devoted to discussing the 
potential permanent closure of The Avenue and 
the possible impact of a new Park and Ride 
(P&R) site on the edge of the Village.  We’d like 
to thank everyone who took part and actively 
encourage more of the same – the more 
feedback we can get at Council meetings and 
the more debate we can engender, the better.  
So please do take every opportunity to make 
your views and concerns known.  You may also 
want to consider more active involvement in our 
local politics: the whole Parish Council is up for 
re-election in May 2018, so that’s an opportunity 
people may wish to think about pursuing. 
Traffic and transport 
Traffic and transport continue to be the ‘big 
ticket’ items.  Regarding The Avenue, I’d like to 
thank everyone who completed the consultation 
survey form.  The response was very helpful and 
we’ll let people know the outcome shortly.  I am 
conscious that some felt the tone of the 
document to be unduly in favour of a permanent 
closure, but this was never the intention.  The 
goal was only ever to kick off an open debate on 
the question and to capture feedback.  The 
document did reflect the results of traffic 
modelling by Highways England that suggests 
the re-opening of The Avenue would lead to a 
significant increase in traffic through the Village. 
The challenge is that this is a highly complex 
issue that’s difficult to summarise briefly.  Traffic 
is rising generally and it’s inevitable that 
Madingley will see a significant increase.  We 
must acknowledge that.  The question is 
whether we are going to experience a 
disproportionate increase because of local 
developments and whether there’s anything we 
can do about that.   
Unfortunately, there are no easy fixes.  There 
are legal and regulatory restrictions around what 
we can do (for example, around banning HGV 
traffic), we are a very low-priority for County 
Council funding for traffic calming measures (not 
a high enough accident rate), and we are a 
small Parish Council with very limited budget to 
fund measure ourselves – the Council Tax 
generates a Parish precept of £66.88 per annum 
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per household and if, after covering all our 
committed expenditure, we could generate a 
surplus of, say, £1,000 it would take us 20 years 
to afford one speed hump! 
That’s why we are keen to explore opportunities 
such as The Avenue when they arise.  We have 
taken on board all the very welcome feedback 
we’ve had and will be acting on it.  We’ll also 
continue to explore as many other options and 
solutions as we can identify. 
Busway 
The other ‘big ticket’ item continues to be the 
Cambourne to Cambridge busway and 
associated P&R scheme.  As mentioned in the 
letter we circulated around the Village, this is 
shortly due to be subject to a public consultation 
exercise and we would encourage everyone to 
take an active interest.  As I said in the letter, the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership is likely to put a 
very positive spin on the scheme, but we need 
to be mindful that there may be very negative 
impacts on our Village.  This is not only the 
sheer scale of the proposed P&R just outside 
the Village – 2,000 parking spaces covering in 
excess of 22 acres of very visible countryside – 
but the fact that a car park here relies on 
funnelling P&R traffic on to Madingley Mulch 
roundabout, the very same section of road that 
the scheme is intended to remove traffic from!   
Playground 
On a lighter note, you may have noticed that 
we’ve installed a new goal in the playground, 
replacing the previous one which had 
deteriorated.  We’re hoping its replacement will 
give many years of pleasure.  As always, we’d 
love to hear any views on anything else you’d 
like to see in the playground.   
Finally, on behalf of the Parish Council I’d like to 
wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and best 
wishes for 2018.  
Stuart Hawkins 
Chairman, Madingley Parish Council 
 
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 

 
Speedwatch surveys remind drivers to drive 
within the local speed limit, helping to make our 
Village roads safer for pedestrians and cyclists 
as well as other road users.  Operating 
Speedwatch shows we care about road safety 
and our beautiful Village environment.  As well 

as being safer, slower vehicle speeds generate 
less traffic noise and less pollution.  
Our Community Speedwatch team is always 
pleased to hear from potential new volunteers.  
If you may be able to help during our team 
survey sessions then do let us know – if you’re 
reliable, organised, aged 18 or over and with an 
hour to spare per survey.  Volunteering for as 
little as an hour per month can help us to make 
a difference by reducing traffic speeds in the 
Village.  Surveys are undertaken in teams and 
training is provided.  If interested, please send a 
brief message outlining your interest together 
with your contact details, c/o the Editors, who 
will pass this on. 
Our team of Speedwatch volunteers continues 
to do a great job helping to remind drivers of the 
Village speed limit – thank you for your on-going 
support.  
Speedwatch Secretariat 
 
MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
We are very grateful to those who gave their 
time, knowledge and enthusiasm via their 
lectures to the History Group over the past year 
– to Richard Gant for speaking about Capability 
Brown and his legacy at Madingley Hall; to Dr 
Gabriel Glickman for his talk about the Politics, 
Conspiracy and Career of Sir John Hynde 
Cotton of Madingley Hall and to Peter 
Teversham who shared his memories of life in 
Madingley throughout the past 70 years.  We 
also looked at the 1939 Register listing everyone 
living in Madingley at the beginning of WW2. 
The 2018 programme of talks and events will be 
published in the New Year.  In the meantime, if 
you have photographs or other archive material 
about your family, home or events in Madingley 
and are able to share them with the Group 
please contact us.   
Meetings are publicised on the notice board by 
the church gate and via email.  Annual 
membership costs £8.  Visitors are welcome to 
attend individual meetings but are asked to 
contribute £3 to History Group funds.  Further 
information is available from Sue Baldwin 
(01954 210766; suebaldwin1000@gmail.com). 
 
2017 POPPY APPEAL 
The total amount collected in Madingley was 
£497.03.  Many thanks to Chris Cound, the 
Stephen Perse Pre Prep, Madingley Hall, the 
Three Horseshoes, Madingley Mulch and 
Madingley Parish Church for collecting.  All your 
support was greatly appreciated. 
Anna Baldwin 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sunday 10th December, 3.00pm 
Madingley Parish Church 
Christingle Service 
Sunday 10th December, 5.00pm for 6.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Christmas Films: ‘Love Actually’ 
Tuesday 12th December, 7.30pm 
Madingley Village Hall 
Village Hall Committee AGM 
Thursday 14th December, 7.30pm 
Madingley Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 
Sunday 17th December, 4.00pm 
Madingley Parish Church  
Lessons and Carols, followed by refreshments 
Sunday 17th December, 5.00pm for 6.00pm  
Madingley Hall 
Christmas Films: ‘Home Alone’ 
Wednesday 20th December, 11.00am 
Madingley Parish Church 
Madingley Hall Carol Service 
Sunday 24th December 11.30pm 
Madingley Parish Church 
Midnight Service 
Monday 25th December, 10.00am 
Madingley Parish Church 
Christmas Day Service (suitable for families) 
Thursday 25th January 2018, 7.30pm 
Madingley Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 17th March 2018 
Madingley Hall 
Open Day 
 
 
MADINGLEY ROYAL MAIL COLLECTION 
TIMES (AS THEY ARE ADVERTISED) 
From the small box near No. 31, High Street 
Monday to Friday: 4.15pm 
Saturday: 11.45am 
From the pillar box near Madingley Hall gates 
Monday to Friday: 9.00am 
Saturday: 7.00am 
From Monday to Friday, a later collection 
(7.00pm) is made from Cambridge Mail Centre, 
Clifton Road, Cambridge CB1 7AJ 

 
The Editors have tried in good faith to establish 
the accuracy of the material used, including 
images, in this Newsletter.  Any breaches of 
copyright are unintentional and are regretted. 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Coton School   01954 210339 
County Councillor 
Lina Joseph   07402 351821 
lina.joseph@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 
Madingley History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Perse Pre-prep School 01954 210309 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674 
Parish Churchwardens 
Elizabeth Seale  01223 352240 
Jo Wallace-Hadrill  01954 488428 
Church Secretary 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Madingley Parish Church website 
http://www.madingleychurch.org 
Parish Councillors 
Stuart Hawkins/Chair  07711 701530 
Joan Stevenson-Hinde/Vice-Chair, 
Mark Robinson, John Freegard, David Ousby 
Parish Council Clerk  
Sarah Meech   07594 621570 
madingleyparishclerk@btinternet.com 
Madingley Parish website 
https://sites.google.com/site/madingleyparish/ 
Village Hall Committee 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers  0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 
(PCSO 7156 Samuel Kennedy) 
Sports & Social Club 
Mark Carter   07718 762230 
Cricket Club 
Martin Teversham 
madingleycc@gmail.com 
Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 
Village Newsletter  
Roger & Lesley Buckley 01954 211276 
madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
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CHURCH NEWS 
I don’t think I’m turning into a grouchy old 
woman, but as I write at the beginning of 
November the shops have been full of 
Christmas decorations and potential gifts for 
several weeks, and I found myself thinking, ‘It’s 
not Advent yet, never mind Christmas.  In fact 
we haven’t even reached the four Sundays 
before Advent in the church calendar!’  I think 
my reaction springs from the recognition of how 
much there is to do before the great celebration 
comes, and my reluctance to be reminded of the 
pile of work which awaits my attention. 
Weddings 
However, in the meantime, we have enjoyed 
some other joyful occasions, the first of which 
was the wedding of April and Nicholas Lovell on 
7th October.  This was the final one in a year 
which has been quite busy as far as weddings 
are concerned.  We are fortunate in Madingley 
to have a lovely church in a beautiful setting 
which attracts couples, and then to get to know 
them and share this experience with them as 
they approach this major life-changing event.  
Lecture and dinner in the Village Hall 
Nicholas’ and April’s wedding was followed a 
few days later by a lecture and dinner put on for 
us by Adrian and Christine Barlow in the Village 
Hall in aid of the West End Development Fund.  
Adrian’s illustrated lecture on ‘The Architecture 
of Oxford and Cambridge’ provided some 
fascinating insights into the similarities and 
disparities between the two centres of learning 
and where the inspiration for their architectural 
development came from.  We are immensely 
grateful to Adrian and Christine for their 
generosity in offering to do this, recognising the 
tremendous amount of work that it all involves. 
Farewell and welcome 
On a sadder note, we had to bid an unwilling 
farewell to our churchwarden and treasurer, 
Stuart Fox and Jane Elliott, as they moved to 
their new home in the West Midlands.  After their 
last service with us, they were presented with a 
framed print of a watercolour painting of the 
church done by Dick Seale, another long-serving 
and faithful churchwarden here, and with a token 
for garden supplies which also could be used to 
provide reminders of us in their new home.  A 
new churchwarden has agreed to take on the 
role, and we are very grateful indeed to            

Jo Wallace-Hadrill for being prepared to accept 
this responsibility.  A replacement for the 
treasurer’s position is being actively pursued. 

 
Rev’d Barrow and Elizabeth Seale presenting gifts 
to Jane Elliott and Stuart Fox 

Christmas Services 
I do have to face the fact that Christmas is not 
far away, and that maybe it is a good thing for 
the shops to be reminding us of this world-
changing event, and urging us to make good 
use of the time of waiting between now, and its 
official commemoration.  One of the things I 
have had to do is to plan the services for this 
time, which is not straight-forward this year with 
Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday.  It means 
that some services may appear to be happening 
rather early, but unfortunately I can’t change the 
calendar!  May I draw your attention to the two 
‘earlier’ services, the Christingle, and the 
Service of Lessons and Carols. 
The Christingle is aimed at young children aged 
roughly 18 months to ten years and their parents 
and carers.  We do need to know numbers so 
that every child does receive a Christingle, so 
please let Anna Baldwin, 2 The Old Wood Mill, 
know if you plan to come.  Previous years have 
seen many of us enjoy this short service 
followed by home-made refreshments. 
The Lessons and Carols is a very simple service 
which tells the story of what came before, and 
the actual first Christmas.  It is straight-forward 
and makes a really good foundation to our 
celebration of this major event.  I would like to 
see it as a time when the Village gets together 
and experiences our sense of community in the 
midst of all our busyness. 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 

Sunday 10th December, 3.00pm Sunday 24th December, 11.30pm 
Christingle Midnight Service 
Sunday 17th December, 4.00pm Monday 25th December, 10.00am 
Lessons and Carols, followed by refreshments Christmas Day (suitable for families)   



THE REV’D JOHN ST HILARY MULLETT 
(1925-2017) – a tribute 
Madingley Parish Church was filled to capacity 
at the funeral service for the Rev’d John Mullett 
on 22nd August 2017 when members of his 
family, his past parishes, his College, his friends 
and neighbours came to give thanks for a life 
well-lived, for his ministry, his example and 
kindness. 
Madingley residents will remember John as ‘our 
Vicar’ for 17 years.  He arrived in 1990, with his 
wife Joyce, to retire in Church Lane but it wasn’t 
long before he accepted the invitation to become 
our ‘officiating priest’ – faithfully leading services, 
spearheading restoration projects, visiting the 
sick in hospital, the frail in care homes and 
operating an ‘open door’ policy to everyone in 
the Village. 
John was born in Sheffield in 1925 but the family 
soon moved to Ponders End in London.  Aged 
only six, he was admitted as a choirboy at 
St Matthew’s Church where his father was vicar.  
Subsequently he became a chorister at 
Westminster Abbey where he sang at the 
coronation of King George VI.  He won a place 
at St Catharine’s College, Cambridge 
completing one year of his course before he 
joined the Royal Navy in 1943 as a sub-
lieutenant (a writer more commonly known as a 
‘scratch’).  When war ended he returned to 
Cambridge to read Theology and continued his 
ministerial training at Lincoln Theological 
College, where he met Joyce. 
Following their marriage in 1952 John and Joyce 
moved to Southern Rhodesia via Turkey where 
he became Rector of St Luke’s, Que Que.  His 
parish was approximately the size of Wales!  
One of the main passions of his ministry has 
been education and he was responsible for 15 
mission schools in his parish.  Whilst in 
Rhodesia his son John and daughter Anne were 
born. 
After eight years in Africa the family returned to 
the UK where John became vicar of St John’s 
Bollington.  This was followed in 1969 by an 
appointment as Vicar of St Saviour’s Oxton, 
Birkenhead.  He was also appointed to the 
Church of England’s General Synod and was a 
member of the working party for the Alternative 
Service book.  1977 saw the Mullett family move 
south to Ashwell, where John was appointed 
Rector and, in 1982, Rural Dean of Buntingford.  
This brought him closer to his beloved College 
of St Catharine’s (and the University library).  He 
was elected Fellow Commoner and editor of the 
College magazine. 

John was an accomplished musician; indeed, 
his first relationship with Madingley Church was 
playing the organ during our 900th anniversary 
celebrations.  Every February, we were treated 
to a wonderful concert given by the choir and 
musicians of St Catharine’s College at 
Madingley Hall.  His long period of service to the 
parish as ‘officiating minister’ provided continuity 
and leadership to the church congregation and 
enabled many phases of restoration work and 
improvements to be carried out to the church.  
The larger congregation and strengthening of 
the church ‘family’ was exemplified by the two 
Confirmations and other special services held 
here during this time.  John joined in with all 
Village activities, he walked the ‘Bounds’ of the 
Parish, was master of ‘working a room’ at social 
events and is remembered for his terrific sense 
of fun and for countless private acts of kindness. 

 
John and Joyce Mullett 

Of course, none of this would have been 
possible without the support of Joyce.  They 
truly valued the intrinsic peace, beauty and love 
that surrounded them during these precious 
years in Madingley.  They made the 
congregation part of their family, involved in 
every significant family event including 
wonderful parties for their Golden and Diamond 
Wedding Anniversaries and a celebration of 
John’s 50 years of ministry in 2001.  The family 
are now so grateful that they have found their 
final resting place amongst the people and 
surroundings they loved so well.  
THANK YOU, JOHN!  Madingley will always be 
indebted to you and you will always be 
remembered with love and appreciation. 
Sue Baldwin 
and members of the church congregation 
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NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN CEMETERY 
Some of you may have joined us on Friday 10th 
November for the Veteran’s Day ceremony.  
Born out of Armistice Day the US changed it 
after the wars that followed to a day that 
honours military veterans; that is, persons who 
served in the United States Armed Forces in all 
conflicts. 
The theme, on this cold and windy autumn day 
was ‘Youth’, indeed, doomed youth.  Speeches 
were given by the Deputy Lieutenant of 
Cambridgeshire, Sir Keith Pearson and 
Lieutenant General Richard M Clark, 
Commander 3 Air Force and 17 Expeditionary 
Air Force, United States Air Force.  They both 
highlighted how young the Americans of WWII 
were little more than kids, but veterans of that 
conflict.  Their ability to carry out the role given 
them, whilst seeing the most awful sights, was a 
testament to their competence and training.  
Many paid the ultimate price.  
We only heard the day before that we were to 
have another distinguished visitor – the 
Ambassador of the United States to the Court of 
St James, The Honourable Robert Wood 
Johnson.  Only the day before had he presented 
his credentials of Her Majesty The Queen.  
Ambassador Johnson was able take part in the 
ceremony and laid a wreath on behalf of the 
men and women of the United States.  

 
Left to right: Superintendent Rich Cobb, Ambassador 
Johnson and Colonel Lee Wingfield 

We are soon going to leave 2017 behind.  After 
you have had your fill of turkey and Christmas 
pudding, Stilton and chocolates, perhaps you 
might like to blow the cobwebs away with a walk 
around Cambridge American Cemetery.  The 

site looks very different in winter, but in many 
ways just as beautiful.  
The coming year will bring many things; in 
particular the 100th anniversary of the end of 
World War I – ‘the war to end all wars’.  Did you 
realise that there are veterans of WWI buried 
here?  Some of those who fought in the first war 
also took part in a second ‘World War’. 
One such is the larger than life Tommy 
Hitchcock Jr, some think caricatured by Scott 
Fitzgerald as Tommy Buchanan in ‘The Great 
Gatsby’ and Tom Barban in ‘Tender is the Night’.  
Born into a wealthy family, Tommy made his 
way to France before the US entered WWI.  
Enlisting in the Lafayette Escadrille (a French 
equivalent to the WWII Eagle Sqn), he deployed 
to the front in December 1917.  He was awarded 
the Croix de Guerre for shooting down an 
enemy aircraft.  Once America joined the fray he 
transferred and became the youngest American 
pilot to earn his commission during WWI. 

 
Tommy Hitchcock Jr 

In March during a melee involving 15 enemy 
aircraft, Hitchcock was injured, shot down and 
captured.  After a spell in hospital, while being 
moved to a POW camp he escaped by jumping 
from a train, walking 100 miles to Switzerland. 
Between the wars he was a notable polo player 
and became a partner at Lehman Brothers Bank.  
However as soon as WWII started, he 
volunteered, but at 41 was too old to fly and 
instead became one of the Assistant Military 
Attachés at the US Embassy, London.  Having 
seen the performance of Spitfire aircraft Tommy 
was instrumental in negotiating the use of the 
Rolls Royce Merlin engine in the P-51 Mustang 
which made them the iconic, high performance 
aircraft that they became.  Evaluating problems 
regarding the stability of the modified aircraft, he 
took one for a test flight, unfortunately 
succumbing when his aircraft failed to pull out of 
a steep dive.  He is laid to rest at Madingley. 
Suzi Harrison, Interpretative Guide 
American Cemetery, Madingley 



THE AVENUE – A VILLAGE RESOURCE 

 
The Avenue, looking North 
Whatever is destined to be the future of The 
Avenue, and whether or not it reopens next 
March or later, it is, at the moment, a valuable 
resource for the Village and its visitors.  The 
quietest road in Madingley, it offers half a mile of 
safety and tranquillity that can be enjoyed by 
walkers, dog-walkers, runners, families, cyclists 
(including children), bird-watchers, botanists and 
anyone who enjoys natural surroundings.  The 
occasional HGV, its driver mesmerised by 
satellite navigation, trundles on past the ‘Road 
Ahead Closed’ sign and on reaching the barrier 
has to reverse all the way back to the Dry 
Drayton Road junction, but this now happens 
less often than when the road was first closed. 
Why not enjoy this relatively untroubled piece of 
the country while you can?  You can admire the 
avenue of oaks, planted by Peter Teversham 
and others, and even see elms attempting a 
comeback.  Agricultural activities can be 
observed on both sides, charting the seasons of 
the year, and various walks are possible away 
from the road itself.  The lapwings in the fields, 
and the buzzards mewing overhead as they 
search out the next meal, seem to appreciate 
the peace, and so can we – for the moment. 

 
The Avenue, looking South 

The Editors 

THE WEST END DEVELOPMENT APPEAL 
£230,000 has been given or pledged to the West 
End Development Appeal at Madingley Parish 
Church.  The Church Council is extremely 
grateful to everyone who has made a donation 
and /or is pledging over the next three years.  
You will be aware of three fundraising events 
that have taken place over the Summer and 
Autumn: 

• The Sale of Teas from the church during the 
National Gardens Scheme event at Madingley 
Hall raised £651.  Our grateful thanks to Richard 
Gant and his colleagues at Madingley Hall for 
inviting us to take part in this annual event. 

• The Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust 
Annual Ride, Drive and Stride when cyclists and 
walkers from the congregation visited over 100 
churches and chapels between them.  The 
sponsorship money raised £1,155 of which half 
is given to the Trust and half to our Appeal.  

• Adrian Barlow’s talk about the Architecture of 
Oxford and Cambridge.  This sell-out event was 
fascinating and the supper afterwards, prepared 
by Christine Barlow, was historic.  £1,267 was 
raised for the Development Appeal as a result. 

 
Christine and Adrian Barlow 
Our huge thanks to Adrian and Christine for all 
they did to make this event possible and to the 
wonderful team who washed up and helped to 
clear the Hall afterwards. 
The fund raising committee’s attention is now 
directed to making grant applications with the 
aim of finding the remaining money required to 
start work.  We are grateful to everyone who 
filled in the Community Questionnaire recently – 
this was needed as part of the portfolio of 
evidence that the community supports the 
project.  The response was unanimously positive.  
If you would like to help with the Appeal, either 
by making a donation or by helping with special 
events, do get in contact with the PCC Secretary, 
Sue Baldwin (e: suebaldwin1000@gmail.com or 
t: 01954 210766).  Further information is 
available on the church website: 
https://www.madingleychurch.org/  
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NEWS FROM MADINGLEY HALL 
The Madingley Hall Carol Service will be held on 
Wednesday 20th December at 11.00am in 
Madingley Church to which all are welcome. 
There’s a Christmas Party Night on Friday 22nd 
December, which costs £42 per person to 
include a glass of sparkling wine on arrival, three 
course dinner with coffee and mince pies and 
disco.  Call 01223 746286 or email 
enquiry@madingleyhall.co.uk to book. 
Moving into 2018, join the University of 
Cambridge Institute of Continuing Education for 
its annual Open Day at Madingley Hall on 
Saturday 17th March when you can hear 
University experts speaking on their specialist 
subjects, and get a flavour of what it’s like to 
study at the Hall.  The programme will be 
announced in early 2018 on the Institute's 
website, at www.ice.cam.ac.uk/openday 

 
The ICE Open Day, 2015 

Maintenance Works 
The University of Cambridge Estate 
Management is carrying out essential 
maintenance works to refurbish the existing roof 
level parapet gutter lead-coverings, along the 
east frontage of Madingley Hall. 
To do this scaffolding has been erected across 
the front of the Hall to provide safe access to the 
roof areas, to allow the works to take place and 
the hoist is located to the south behind the 
courtyard entrance gate and adjacent to the 
octagonal stair tower to minimise impact. 
The works are currently underway and 
scheduled to be completed by 22nd January 
2018, weather permitting. 
Madingley Hall Drive Bollards 
Recent activity and concerns regarding the 
security of land access on the West Cambridge 
Site, Eddington and the Madingley Park & Ride, 
necessitated the activation of the bollards on 
Madingley Hall drive during daylight hours.  
Richard Gant, Head Gardener says: “We are 
unsure how long this situation will continue but 
we do envisage more regular use from now on.  
“We are aware that members of the Village use 
the drive to turn at the junction at the end and 

we encourage this to continue.  On occasions 
when the bollards are operational, please press 
the buzzer to reception and they will let vehicles 
through.  On exit, there is an automatic sensor 
to lower the bollards.” 
Garden Access 
Members of the Village community are 
encouraged and welcome to access and enjoy 
Madingley Hall gardens and it would be 
appreciated if visitors could sign in the book in 
the front porch.  On occasions, private events at 
the Hall require the garden to be closed to 
visitors and closure notices are placed on the 
sign adjacent to the church path at the bottom of 
the drive. Advance notice will also be given on 
the Madingley Hall website. 
 

NEWS FROM OUR MP, HEIDI ALLEN 

 Heidi Allen at PMQs on 11th October 

You will remember in my last newsletter that the 
Department for Transport has launched a 
consultation on accessibility issues for disabled 
people using public transport.  I have been 
working with local and national groups to bring 
about improvements for disabled people. BBC 
Look East kindly filmed a piece for me at 
Whittlesford station, demonstrating issues 
disabled people face when there is no lift 
connecting the platforms.  
South Cambs District Council has coincidentally 
also launched a consultation on taxi licensing 
which aims to provide more stringent standards.  
The Council is proposing to introduce a policy 
requiring all hackney carriages to be wheelchair 
accessible vehicles.  This important consultation 
closes on 5th January 2018. You can find details 
here: www.scambs.gov.uk/consultations 
Parliament returned in October after the 
conference recess, and since then, my main 
campaign has focused on improving the 
Universal Credit benefit system.  I raised this 
issue during Prime Minister’s Questions on 
11th October and the Prime Minister kindly 
agreed to meet with me to discuss this in more 
detail.  You can read all about this issue here: 
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https://www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk/news/univer
sal-credit 
It is always a pleasure to visit schools in my 
constituency and at the beginning of October, I 
was grilled by the Perse Pelican’s Mini 
Parliament!  I thoroughly enjoyed listening to 
their thoughtful contributions and answering their 
questions.  
My next surgery will be on Saturday 16th 
December from 10am to 12pm at Gamlingay 
Village College, Station Road, Gamlingay SG19 
3HD.  These are drop-in surgeries with no 
appointment necessary.  Details of all the 
upcoming surgeries can be found on my website 
at www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk/residents-drop-
surgeries.  You’ll also find further information 
about my work and news stories there. 
To contact me, please email 
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk.  You can also 
phone my Westminster Office on 020 7219 5091 
about national issues or my constituency office 
on 01223 830 037 to raise local concerns. 
Heidi Allen MP 
 
REPORT FROM OUR COUNTY 
COUNCILLOR, LINA JOSEPH 
November has been a very busy month.  I met 
with one of our Education Officers to find out 
how we can reduce the achievement gap 
between vulnerable groups of children and 
young people and their peers and as a result am 
now attending the steering group of Accelerate 
the Achievement of Vulnerable Groups of 
Children and Young People.  It is fundamental 
that we work with schools and parents in order 
to eradicate this gap and support all our children 
to develop to their maximum potential. 
I have been working closely with the Cabinet 
member for Housing, Lynda Hartford, South 
Cambridge District Council and the Home 
Improvement Agency.  We identified the need to 
review some of the policies to better support 
residents who need to adapt their house. 
Parallel to this work, County Council officers are 
trialling a project that I believe will benefit 
residents with a disability and who need to adapt 
their home. 
I am very involved in tackling Domestic Abuse 
and Sexual Violence and this month we have 
formally signed-up to the White Ribbon 
campaign and we have a to-do list in order to 
become an Ambassador.  Cambridgeshire 
County Council is a key partner of the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Domestic 
Abuse and Sexual Violence Partnership which 
works closely with organisations such as Police, 

Health, Probation and specialist support 
services to ensure that victims of domestic 
abuse and violence against women and girls 
across the county are protected and supported 
to recover from their experiences.  Achieving 
accreditation by White Ribbon will demonstrate 
to partners our commitment to tackling this issue.  
Finally, you know that the consultation for the 
Cambourne to Cambridge is now open and I 
would urge you to respond.  You all know that 
my position is that we should have a P&R in 
Scotland Farm and Option 6 as a short-term 
solution while the GCP and Combined Authority 
find a long-term solution.  We should aim for an 
option that will last 100 years, not ten.  
Lina Joseph 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor 
Follow me on Facebook: Cllr Lina Joseph 
Email: Lina.Joseph@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 
FROM OUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR, 
FRANCIS BURKITT 
The Government seems to have decided that we 
are a key part of the country.  If you like growth, 
that is good news; if you fear growth, it is 
worrying. 
To its credit, the Government is trying to boost 
the UK’s economic growth, possibly partly 
spurred-on by the need for the UK to stand 
foursquare and on its own two feet in a post-
Brexit world.  It is increasingly taking a ‘regional’ 
strategy (e.g. the Northern Powerhouse) and 
putting money into areas with Mayors – like ours, 
following this year’s creation of the Combined 
Authority of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
and our election of a Mayor, James Palmer, in 
May. 
The Government, through the National 
Infrastructure Commission, has come up with 
the concept of the “CaMKOx arc”.  It’s the arc 
between Cambridge-Milton Keynes-Oxford, and 
forms the ‘golden triangle’ of Cambridge and 
Oxford Universities and Imperial College, 
London.   The Government sees this as a key 
area for the high-tech economic growth of the 
UK. 
But there’s more than that.  The Government is 
getting increasingly desperate to deal with our 
country’s housing crisis, and has now stated an 
aim to build 1,000,000 new houses along the 
CaMKOx arc.  Yes, a million new houses.  And 
the first step to do that is to improve the 
transport links along the arc, on the basis that 
jobs and houses need transport links to get 
going.  So the National Infrastructure 
Commission (in a recent publication) is pressing 
for: 
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 Oxford-Cambridge Expressway, a road 
between the two.  Not much of this will be 
brand new, but it will include dualling the 
A428 between Caxton Gibbet and the A1.   
At the Greater Cambridge Partnership, 
which I currently chair, we are pressing 
Highways England to add an upgrade of the 
M11 Girton Interchange into the plans. 

 East-West Rail, a lot of which will be new.  It 
would not surprise me if a new railway was 
built as follows: leave Cambridge on the 
train, and go to Foxton/Shepreth.  At that 
point, the train line dog-legs south-west to 
King’s Cross, but I think they might put a 
new track west, passing past the southern 
end of the Wimpole Avenue, then just north 
of Bassingbourn Barracks, and then turning 
slightly north-west to Sandy, where it would 
then travel on to Milton Keynes and Oxford. 

In terms of the 1,000,000 new houses, I get the 
impression that they will be mainly in the middle 
of the arc (i.e. not necessarily in 
Cambridgeshire), though I would not be 
surprised if Bassingbourn Barracks was chosen 
as a site for a new town (after all, think of 
Northstowe on the former Oakington Barracks; 
the Waterbeach new development on the former 
barracks; and the potential Bourne Airfield 
development – all large ‘brownfield’ sites). 

How does this affect us in Barton, Coton 
Grantchester and Madingley?  Probably not a lot, 
and if anything (if one is being NIMBYistic for a 
moment) it’s good news, as it shows that there’s 
a desire to spread the economic growth and new 
housing around, and not just concentrate it on 
Cambridge.  
Finally, a word about light rail.  The Mayor is 
very keen on this.  He has a vision – which I’m 
inclined to share – of a fast, frequent, public 
transport link between St Neots and Haverhill 
(his vision includes a tunnel under Cambridge).  
There’s an old railway line between the 
Addenbrooke’s Biomedical Campus and 
Haverhill, closed in the 1960s when the 
‘Beeching cuts’ to the former British Rail closed 
2,363 stations and 5,000 miles of railway line, 
representing 55% of stations and 30% of route 
miles.  The existing guided bus from St Ives to 
Cambridge runs along a former railway line, and 
I think the Mayor’s aspiration is for a ‘light rail’ 
(think in terms of the Docklands Light Railway) 
on the former Cambridge to Haverhill line, and 
perhaps further. 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 

 

 

QTSQ OIL CLUB 
The price of crude oil is currently relatively low, 
which has provided a welcome relief to those 
who heat their houses by oil.  But the Quarter-to-
Six Quadrant Oil Club can help you get your 
heating oil for an even lower price, by placing 
your order at the same time as your neighbours, 
and enabling you to share in the volume 
discount.  It’s also eco-friendly, as the tanker 
can organise its schedule more efficiently, and 
doesn’t have to visit the Village so often.  Finally, 
it’s good for the community, as the Club’s broker 
donates £5 per customer (ordering more than 
1,000 litres per annum) for us to use on local 
good causes. 
How the club works 
The Club enables residents of Barton, Coton, 
Grantchester and Madingley to club together 
and get volume discounts by bulk-buying home 
heating oil.  There is no membership fee or 
paperwork.  
The club is administered for us by a broker,  
Dr Jeremy Cole of Agricole Oil in Cambourne.  
He now runs nearly 300 oil syndicates and 25 oil 
clubs, all over East Anglia and as far away as 
Kent and Bristol – but we were one of his very 
first, and are still one of his largest clubs.   
Agricole bulks up your order for home heating oil 
with all of its other customers who order at the 
same time, so that you can benefit from a 
shared volume discount, and get the best 
competitive price from a range of suppliers on 
the day.  For the 2015 year, Agricole traded  
1.3 million litres in total, and donated over 
£2,800 back to local village charities/local clubs 
and organisations. 
How to order 
 phone/email any time, and your oil will be 

delivered within two to three days.  This 
gets you a normal discount, as your order 
will be bulked up with all the other people 
who order on that day; or 

 phone/email in the last week of a month, to 
join the month-end scheme, and get 
delivery by the middle of the next 
month.  This gets a bigger discount, as 
more people target this time of the month, 
so the volume of orders is bigger, and it’s 
greener too, as the oil tanker only needs to 
visit the Village once. 

You can contact Agricole via: 
 www.agricoleoil.co.uk 
 jeremy@agricole.co.uk 
 01954 719 452 

Francis Burkitt, Acting Chairman, QTSQ–OC 
(until anyone volunteers to take over) 
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BUSES BETWEEN MADINGLEY AND CAMBRIDGE 
Outbound services pick up in Cambridge Road adjacent to the Madingley Hall gates roundabout and 
arrive at Drummer Street Bus Station.  Inbound services begin at Drummer Street Bus Station and stop 
in the High Street near the Village Hall.  Whippet Coaches Bus No. 2 was discontinued in September 
but its route covered by citi 5 and citi 6. 
Stagecoach Bus (Monday to Saturday only) 
Outbound (citi 5): 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
07.21   07.57 

Inbound (citi 6): 
Drummer Street Madingley 
17.55   18.37 

Whippet Coaches Bus No. 8 (Monday to Saturday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
10.03   10.25 
11.33   11.55 
15.03   15.25 

Inbound: 
Drummer Street  Madingley 
10.30   10.49 
13.00   13.19 
16.30   16.49

Madingley Road Park & Ride 
The Madingley Park & Ride service goes to Stop S3, on St. Andrew’s Street outside Grand Arcade, and 
leaves from there also.  Outbound times are as follows: 
Monday to Saturday: 07.00 to 20.20 (at 10 minute intervals until 18.20; then at 20 minute intervals) 
Sunday and Public Holidays: 09.00 to 18.15 (at 15 minute intervals) 
(Inbound services: Monday to Saturday: 07.14 to 20.34; Sunday and Public Holidays: 09.15 to 18.30) 
A daily Park & Ride ticket costs £3.  Each paying adult can also take up to three under-16s free. 
In addition, charges are made for parking at Cambridge Park & Ride sites, though the first hour is free: 
• 1 to 18 hours: £1 
• 18 to 24 hours: £10 

• 24 to 48 hours: £20 
• 48 to 72 hours: £30 

(Advance purchase and season tickets are available at: https://cambridgeshireparkandride.keyivr.com) 
Concessionary fare pass holders can travel free on Park & Ride services after 9.30am, Monday to Friday, 
and all day during weekends and Bank Holidays.  However, they are still liable to pay the parking charge. 

Whippet Coaches Bus route U (Universal) runs between the south-east corner of Madingley Park & 
Ride, Cambridge Railway Station (Monday to Saturday) and Addenbrooke’s Hospital (Monday to Friday). 
More details from: http://www.go-whippet.co.uk/new-route-u/ 

 



‘WEDNESDAY B’ BIN COLLECTIONS 
December 
13th:   BLACK 
20th:  BLUE and GREEN 
29th (Friday): BLACK 
January 2018 
5th (Friday):   BLUE (only) 
11th (Thursday): BLACK 
17th:  BLUE and GREEN 
24th:  BLACK 
31st:  BLUE (only) 
February 2018 
7th:   BLACK 
14th:  BLUE and GREEN 
21st:  BLACK 
28th:  BLUE (only) 
Paper caddies not collected after 11th 
December.  Paper directly into BLUE bin. 
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