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FROM THE EDITORS 
Welcome to this March edition of Madingley News when we all hope that Spring is on the way!  We’ve 
used a Spring-like photo on the front cover to celebrate the imminent arrival of lighter and warmer days. 
In this issue, there are details of past and future Village events, traffic and highways updates, news from 
the American Cemetery and Madingley Hall, as well as other developments in our community. 
2016 is a milestone year for Madingley Hall as the 300th anniversary of the birth of ‘Capability’ Brown 
and a series of exciting events is planned.  We shall be giving more details in our June issue but there’s 
a preview in this one so you can mark the dates in your diary. 
As always, our thanks to all our contributors – your support is much appreciated. 
Roger and Lesley Buckley 
Email: madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01954 211276

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
New Councillor – a vacancy 
Following the resignation of Nicky Holdstock 
there is an immediate vacancy for one more 
Parish Councillor.  The first question that has to 
be asked is does the Parish wish to hold an 
election?  Please send your answer or 
comments to the Clerk: lbaffa@ntlworld.com.  
The second question is to find out who would 
like to be considered.  Again please pass your 
name to the Clerk so this can be discussed at 
the next meeting on 21st April.  Councillor 
training will be provided at Parish expense. 
Playground 
The new land drain should be laid in the Spring 
when the weather is drier. 

 
A14 Proposals 
In early February the PC learned that a Works 
Compound of about 4.5 hectares is to be built on 
the North side of The Avenue for the duration of 
the A14 contract which is due to end in 2020.  
The PC immediately requested that no 
construction traffic comes through the Village.  
So far we do NOT have an assurance that the 
contractors will be prevented from doing this. All 
Highways England said is this should not 
happen and a report with licence number should 
be passed to them if it does.  The compound will 
be non-residential, but at peak times it could be 
used 24/7!
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The Bus Way, Cambourne to Cambridge 
No formal announcement has been made of any 
decision.  A paper is available which 
summarizes the comments made by the public.  
A decision could be made this September.  The 
Parish Council will continue to provide updates 
to those people who kindly gave permission to 
email them about village matters. 
The Western Orbital 
A second bus idea: to run bus lanes – in both 
directions – in or near Junction 13 of the M11 to 
Junction 10 at Trumpington.  This may also 
include new Park & Rides and cycle / footpaths.  
The PC will continue to liaise with other parish 
landowners and occupiers.  A few spare leaflets 
are available: call 01954 211 536 if you would 
like one.  See 
http://www.gccitydeal.co.uk/WESTERN-
ORBITAL or call the City Deal team on 01223 
699906 (see page 12 for details – Eds).  The 
Madingley Highways and Traffic Working Group 
is going to call another public meeting to discuss 
this.  Please respond before 21st March 2016. 
Traffic Improvements 
A decision is awaited on our grant request. 
Speed Watch 
Madingley’s name is on the Police list to borrow 
the equipment again. The PC could consider 
buying its own equipment at about £2,500. 
NW Cambridge and West of Cambridge 
Your Council has attended several consultative 
meetings to provide the Village’s input.  Both will 
create a lot more traffic, which is the cause of 
considerable concern.  We understand a 
planning application will be submitted in March. 
Next PC Meeting 
The PC next meets on Thursday 21st April at 
7.30pm, in the Village Hall. 
Village Walk 
This is on the first Saturday in May, which is 7th 
May, starting at 10am from the American 
Cemetery car park on Cambridge Road.  Please 
call 01954 211536 to advise on possible 
numbers who may like some hot soup half way 
round.  All welcome, including dogs. 
Litter Picking 
This will be on the second Sunday in April, i.e. 
the 10th April, at 10am.  Please meet at the 
Village Hall.  Please call 01954 211536 so we 
have an idea of numbers.  You need warm 
clothes and gloves. 
 
 
 

Four Village Cycle Challenge 
There is to be another Cycle Challenge in July.  
Please call 01954 211536 if you can help out as 
a marshal. 
Planning 
The application for a new house in Church Lane 
was refused. 
Edward Byam-Cook 
Chairman, Madingley Parish Council 
 
‘CAPABILITY’ BROWN – 300th 
ANNIVERSARY 
2016 marks the tercentenary of the birth of 
Lancelot 'Capability' Brown, England’s 
‘Shakespeare of Gardening’.  There are many 
events being planned nationally which can be 
found on a dedicated website: 
http://www.capabilitybrown.org 
Brown was commissioned by the 4th Baronet 
Hynde-Cotton to design and create the 
Madingley landscape in 1756 and 1757.  
Significant features remain today, particularly 
the view from Madingley Hall to the East with the 
‘S’ Shaped Pond, Sham Bridge, lowered High 
Street and the enclosed view beyond. 
We are celebrating this anniversary with events 
through the year, in particular a conference is 
being held between Friday 5th and Sunday 7th 
August entitled ‘Moving Heaven and Earth’, led 
by two renowned Garden Historians, Steffie 
Shields and Caroline Holmes.  See: 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/brown300 
The Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust has 
published a trifold leaflet to mark the anniversary 
detailing a walk through the Madingley 
landscape, a copy of which is included with your 
Newsletter.  The route has been specially 
prepared and we hope you will enjoy the 
opportunity to explore and view the work of an 
18th Century landscape genius. Further events 
will be included in the next issue of Madingley 
News. 
Richard Gant 
Head Gardener, Madingley Hall 
 
MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
Information on future meetings of the History 
Group will appear in the June edition of this 
Newsletter. 
Annual membership costs £8 per year. Visitors are 
very welcome to attend individual meetings but are 
asked to contribute £3 to History Group funds.  
Further information is available from Sue Baldwin 
(01954 210766; suebaldwin1000@gmail.com) 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sunday 20th March, 11.00am 
Madingley Parish Church 
Palm Sunday Service 
Sunday 20th March at 2.30pm and 3.45pm 
Madingley Hall 
Cambridge Science Festival 
Thursday 24th March, 9.30am-6.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Annual Open Day 
Friday 25th March, 11.00am 
Madingley Parish Church 
Good Friday Service 
Sunday 27th March, 11.00am 
Madingley Parish Church 
Easter Day Service 
Sunday 10th April, 9.00-11.00am 
Village Hall 
Sunday Breakfast 
Sunday 10th April, 10.00am 
Village litter picking 
Thursday 21st April, 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 
Sunday 24th April, 2.30pm 
Madingley Hall 
Concert: Stephanie Childress (violin) 
Programme to be confirmed 
Saturday 7th May, 10.00am 
Village ‘Beat the Bounds’ Walk 
Sunday 22nd May, 2.30pm  
Madingley Hall 
Concert: Alex Rodzianko (piano)  
Music by Beethoven, Brahms and Chopin 
Monday 30th May, 11.00am 
American Cemetery 
Memorial Day 
Sunday 5th June, 2.30 to 5.30pm 
Madingley Hall 
Open Garden as part of National Gardens 
Scheme 
Sunday 12th June, 11.00am 
Madingley Parish Church 
HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday Service 
Sunday 12th June 
Village Hall 
Big Lunch to celebrate 90th birthday 
of HM The Queen 
July (date to be confirmed) 
Cycle Challenge (volunteers needed) 
Friday 5th – Sunday 7th August 
Madingley Hall 
Capability Brown Conference 
‘Moving Heaven and Earth’ 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 
County Councillor 
Stephen Frost   01954 211444 
stephen.frost @cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 
District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 
Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Madingley School  01954 210309 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674 
Parish Church Wardens 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 
Stuart Fox   01480 469431 
Church Secretary 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook/Chair 01954 211536 
Joan Stevenson-Hinde/Vice-Chair 
Mark Robinson 
Geoff Tobin 
Vacancy 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers  0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 
(Alex Giltinane – Cambourne) 
Sports & Social Club 
Peter Teversham  01954 211297 
Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 
Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Village Newsletter  
Roger & Lesley Buckley 01954 211276 
madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
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MADINGLEY HALL EVENTS 
Cambridge Science Festival 
Sunday 20th March 2016 
Revolving Astronomical Mysteries: 
The Devil’s in the Detail (2.30pm) 
Intricate images from modern telescopes reveal 
the beauty and complexity of our Universe, but 
aren’t always easy to understand.  In this talk, Dr 
Judith Croston will explore how astronomers 
translate and combine telescope measurements 
to create images that are both beautiful and 
scientifically useful, and how our increasingly 
detailed view of planets, stars and galaxies has 
solved some mysteries, but created others. 
The Unbelievable Scientific Truth (3.45pm) 
Based on the popular radio show, this event 
takes a light-hearted look at science.  A panel of 
Cambridge scientists will be challenged to 
smuggle as many scientific truths past their 
colleagues as possible, by cunningly hiding 
them among lies.  It is the job of the rest of the 
panel to correctly spot these truths.  This 
exciting event will give the audience a chance to 
learn more about what is true – and untrue – in 
the world of science.  
Booking for both events is open at 
www.sciencefestival.cam.ac.uk 
Madingley Hall Open Day 
Thursday 24th March 2016, 9.30am-6.00pm 
Join the University of Cambridge Institute of 
Continuing Education for its annual open day at 
Madingley Hall.  It’s an opportunity to look 
around the Hall and gardens, meet some of the 
students and teaching staff, and find out more 
about the courses on offer. 
You'll have the chance to speak to ICE’s friendly 
advisors, and hear University experts speaking 
on their specialist subjects – with free talks and 
taster sessions running throughout the day. 
Special offers will be available on selected 
courses if you enrol on the day. 
Visit www.ice.cam.ac.uk/open-day to view the 
programme and book your place. 
 
Open Garden for the National Gardens 
Scheme 
Sunday 5th June 2016, 2.30-5.30pm 
Admission: Adults £5, Children free 
The National Gardens Scheme was founded in 
1927 in England with the aim of ‘opening 
gardens of quality, character and interest to the 
public for charity.’  The Scheme has raised over 
£40 million since it began, and over half a million 
garden visits take place each year. Madingley  
 

Hall participates in the Scheme – details above.  
Teas kindly served by the members of St Mary 
Magdalene congregation in Madingley Church. 
Madingley Concerts 2016 
24th April 2016, 2.30pm 
Stephanie Childress (violin): Programme to be 
confirmed. 
22nd May 2016, 2.30pm 
Alex Rodzianko (piano): Music for piano by 
Beethoven, Brahms and Chopin. 
Admission is free but places must be reserved in 
advance by visiting: 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleyconcerts or calling 
01223 746274. 
NEW DIRECTOR OF ICE ANNOUNCED 
We are delighted to announce the appointment 
of Professor James Gazzard as the next 
Director of the Institute of Continuing Education 
(ICE). 
Professor Gazzard is currently Professor of 
Workforce Futures in the School of Health 
Sciences at the University of East Anglia, where 
he is also the Associate Dean for Postgraduate 
Taught Courses, Enterprise and Engagement in 
the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences. 
His earlier career has included positions at the 
Royal Veterinary College, GlaxoSmithKline plc 
and the Medical Research Council.  He has a 
doctorate from the University of Nottingham and 
a first degree in Genetics from Cardiff University. 
Professor Gazzard will take up his appointment 
at ICE on 4th April 2016. 
We would like to express our thanks to 
Professor Sir Mike Gregory for acting as Director 
since September. His support, expertise and 
enthusiasm have been invaluable. 

 
Professor James Gazzard 

Paul Ireland 
Communications and Marketing Manager 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Given that Easter this year falls at almost the 
earliest possible date, I feel a little like the 
Roman god Janus, the god of gates and doors 
who looked both ways, and is the one from 
whom we get the name for the first month of the 
year.  At the time of writing we are at a point 
equidistant between Christmas and Easter, 
which means that I need to cover two major 
events of the church year at once. 
Christmas services 
We offered a variety of services at Christmas to 
ensure that all who would wish to come to 
church have the opportunity and encouragement 
to do so, so we were all very busy, but glad to 
see so many people attending.  We began with 
our Christingle service, which is an informal 
recounting of the story of the first Christmas for 
children and their parents and carers.  Thanks to 
numerous church members, we all moved round 
the church where narrators at different ‘stations’ 
told each of the several stages of the Nativity 
events.  We then put together the Christingles, 
which were illustrated so well on the cover of the 
last Madingley News.  Following our safe 
negotiation of the lighting of the candles, singing 
‘Away in a Manger’ and extinguishing the flames, 
we all enjoyed home-made biscuits, mince-pies 
and drinks. 
We were delighted to welcome those who work 
at Madingley Hall, and also others who live in 
the Village, to a service of Readings and Carols.  
The traditional Service of Lessons and Carols 
was held on the Sunday afternoon before 
Christmas, and then as Christmas Day itself 
approached we held the Midnight service, and 
another one on Christmas morning.  And then 
your priest went home and cooked the turkey; 
one of the additional duties which women priests 
have to encompass! 
Future services 
By the time this issue is published, we will have 
had a service marking Mothering Sunday on 6th 
March. 
We will then have services on Palm Sunday on 
20th March, Good Friday on 25th March, and 
Easter Day on 27th March, all at 11.00am.  
Everyone is very welcome at any and all of 
these services. 
Milestones 
There are also two major milestones which we 
will celebrate this year.  Firstly, Alan Clarke will 
complete 50 years as our churchwarden at the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 17th April, 
a remarkable achievement.  Yes, we will allow 
him to retire at that point, and we are not  

 
demanding that anyone who steps into his 
shoes should still be in post in 2066.  
Churchwardens are elected now to serve for just 
one year, which is reassuring for present and 
future incumbents of that position.  
Secondly, there will be national celebrations of 
HM The Queen’s 90th birthday on Sunday 12th 
June, and that will be marked by the church 
during the service on that day. 

 

The previous weekend, on Sunday 5th June, 
Madingley Hall will be participating in the 
National Gardens Scheme, and as has become 
the tradition, the church will be offering teas with 
our highly-acclaimed home-made baking. 

 

That may sound like I am blowing our own 
trumpet, but one family from Cambridge puts 
this date in their diary each year because they 
say we have the best cakes in the Cambridge 
area!  I cannot vouch for the truth of this, but I 
hope it encourages you to come and test out 
that assessment, and also to come and 
participate in all the things which the church has 
to offer. 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 
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BEYOND CLASSROOM LEARNING 
– THE STEPHEN PERSE PRE-PREP SCHOOL 

Our topic this term is STEAM which ties in with 
the development project of our Senior School 
site on Union Road in Cambridge.  As well as 
learning new skills, we encourage the 
development of life-long learning skills with even 
our youngest children.  
One aspect has been engaging in some 
strategic thinking.  From considering their future 
moves in a game of chess, to assessing how 
best to build a house of cards in Card Games 
Club, the children have been learning the benefit 
of taking some time to think and consider all 
their options before deciding what to do for the 
best. 

 
Planning ahead 
The challenges presented in Chess Club and 
Card Games Club have appealed to the 
children’s competitive spirits.  Not easily 

discouraged by an initial loss or lack of success, 
the children have showed great determination 
and resilience.  At Madingley the children are 
even practising playing the games in Late Stay 
as they become more familiar with planning 
ahead and anticipating their opponent’s moves. 
The Kindergarten and Reception children have 
been thinking strategically on behalf of story 
characters.  Our Kindergarten classes have 
been contemplating how to get the Gingerbread 
man safely across the river and the Reception 
classes have been assessing how they can 
create more space for the little old lady in the 
story ‘A Squash and a Squeeze.’ 
Building bridges 
The youngest children have spent the past few 
weeks trying out different structures and 
methods for the Gingerbread man to cross the 
river.  They have built bridges, catapults and 
even called upon other animals to help. 

 
One girl felt that a giraffe could help the 
Gingerbread man because the giraffe could lay 
its long neck across the river like a bridge!  This 
week the children finalised their design and took 
their gingerbread men to the brook outside our 
City Pre-prep to see if their designs were 
successful. 
Anticipating what might happen in the future and 
deciding how to react or respond to what could 
happen is not an easy task.  In observing the 
children, we are always impressed by their 
willingness to try, even when what is being 
asked is not straightforward or easy.  We look 
forward to watching the children develop their 
strategic thinking skills as they move through the 
school and become part of a local community. 
Mrs Alice Heywood, Deputy Head of Pre-Prep 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE QUIZ 2016 

 
The teams prepare 

 
Ready for the start 

 
Collaboration 

 
Break time: Jo Wallace-Hadrill and the Quizmaster 

 

 
Geoff Tobin and Chris Baldwin, MCs 

 
The winning team 
The Quiz Night on 27th February was hugely 
enjoyable with teams of villagers and their 
friends pitting their wits against each other in a 
very closely-fought competition.  Over £200 was 
raised for the Village Hall, including £74 on the 
raffle for which a number of people generously 
donated prizes. 
Thank you very much to everyone who attended, 
to the Sports and Social Club, and to Gilly and 
Bill for writing the questions, preparing the 
interval refreshments and to Bill as our 
irrepressible Quizmaster. 
Chris Baldwin 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
The Village Hall has continued to be well used 
over the Winter period with a mixture of parties, 
meetings, social club sessions, the regular art 
class and some private hires.  Feedback is good 
with customers remarking on the warmth of the 
building and high standard of presentation. 
If you are planning a family party or your office 
needs a meeting space, do think of our Village 
Hall – it is here as a community venue for the 
benefit of everyone who lives in Madingley.  If 
you would like to find out more about hiring the 
Hall please contact me. 
Future events 
Our next event is Sunday Breakfast at the 
Village Hall, served by the Hall Committee from 
9.00 – 11.00am on 10th April.  Bacon baps, tea, 
coffee and orange juice will be on the menu. 
A Big Lunch on Sunday 12th June to 
celebrate HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday is in 
the planning stage.  It is intended that we hold a 
bring and share lunch at the Village Hall as part 
of a large Village get-together. 

 
Villagers enjoy HM The Queen’s Jubilee in 2012 

Further details will be published nearer the time 
but in the meantime do keep the date in your 
diary and please send me an email to let me 
know that you are hoping to come (to help with 
our planning). 
Chris Baldwin – Madingley Village Hall 
Management Committee 
Village Hall enquiries: 01954 210766  
E: chrisbaldwin1000@gmail.com 

LOOKING AFTER OUR SEWERS 
In recent years some Village residents have had 
the horrible experience of raw sewage escaping 
into their gardens from blocked public sewers!  
Help has come from Anglian Water, but in some 
cases the blockages have been so bad that a 
tanker jetter has been needed to clear them, 
wasting mind-boggling amounts of clean water. 

This is the advice of Anglian Water: only loo 
paper (designed to disintegrate when wet) and 
human waste should go down the toilet.  Only 
water should go down the kitchen sink waste.  
Everything else sticks together and causes 
blockages. 
Could we aim to make Madingley sewers a 
‘Wipe-free zone’?  Wipes are one of the main 
culprits because even if they call themselves 
‘disposable’, they combine with fat, food debris 
and hair to make a solid deposit on the sewer 
walls.  Add calcium from our hard water to the 
mix and that deposit hardens.  If you don’t really 
believe this, go to the Anglian Water website 
and watch the video.  
Because the area is fairly flat, pumps are 
needed to move sewage to the pumping stations.  
The pumps often get blocked by wipes so that’s 
another reason always to put them into the bin. 
This is what should go into the bin, and not 
down the toilet: 
Food scraps (which can be caught with a sink 
strainer) 
Oil 
Wipes 
Cotton wool 
Sanitary products 

If we all do this, not only will we have properly 
working sewers in the Village, but we will also 
save a huge amount of water.  Let’s try! 
Fiona Naughton 
 
PLAY YOUR PART IN HEALTH AND CARE 
Have you had a recent experience of using 
health or social care?  Healthwatch 
Cambridgeshire invites you to tell share your 
experiences and suggestions with them. 
We listen 
Tell us what is working well within our local 
health and care services and what you think 
needs to be better.  We log what you say and 
share this anonymously with the people who 
make decisions on care and can improve it. 
Involve 
You can sign up for regular updates, or get in 
touch for information on local health and care 
services, or how to raise a concern.  This is a 
free, independent and confidential service. 
Challenge 
Healthwatch can challenge health and care 
decision makers, if care isn’t working in the way 
it should. Contact us on: 
www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk or call 
01480 420628. 
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UPDATE FROM OUR MP, HEIDI ALLEN 
The victory in the fairer funding campaign for our 
schools was one of the highlights of 2015.  The 
chance to see our schools finally get the funding 
they deserve is one that has been a long time 
coming.  My time as MP for South 
Cambridgeshire has shown me however, that 
schools are not the only ones drastically 
underfunded for the service they provide. 
GP Surgeries 
In the first week back after Christmas, one of the 
founding partners of Cambourne GP surgery 
and I met with Alastair Burt, Minister of State for 
Care and Support.  GP surgeries in new 
settlements such as Cambourne face even 
tougher funding challenges than established 
GPs.  I have visited a number of practices over 
recent months and am acutely aware of the 
difficulties GPs face as they try to recruit new 
doctors in an increasingly stressful environment.  
But trying to set up a new practice is even 
harder.  I am pleased to say Alistair listened 
intently and promised to go away and review the 
way the funding model works.  Watch this 
space! 
Supplementary Education 
On 8th January I experienced first-hand the 
fantastic work carried out by the Villiers Park 
Educational Trust in Foxton.  Villiers Park offers 
intense supplementary education and mentoring 
to potential high achievers from the lowest 
socio-economic backgrounds across the country.  
So impressed was I by the work they do and the 
success they have achieved in developing life 
opportunities for gifted students, I invited the 
Secretary of State Nicky Morgan to join us in 
early February.  She too was extremely 
interested in what she saw and will be 
considering whether the model could be rolled 
out nationally. 

 
Secretary of State Nicky Morgan visits Villiers Park 
with Heidi Allen 

Safety and Security 
The safety and security of the residents of South 
Cambridgeshire is one of my top priorities and I 
work hard to keep a close relationship with our 
police force.  That’s why on 15th January I met 
with the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire, 
Alex Wood.  It is clear that policing challenges 
are very different across the County, but I am 
confident that Alex is in tune with both our rural 
and city challenges.  
Broadband 
One of the key irritations for residents in some of 
our rural villages is broadband provision.  Over 
the last couple of months I have been working 
with District and Parish Councillors to try and 
identify any ‘cold’ spots around the constituency 
where provision is simply not good enough.  On 
22nd January I took my hit list to Noelle Godfrey, 
Programme Director of Connecting 
Cambridgeshire so she can ensure these areas 
are not forgotten as they work with BT going 
forward.  This won’t be an overnight fix, but I am 
confident over time we will be able to provide 
decent broadband to everyone. You can read 
about progress in your area here: 
www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk/broadband 
Refugees 
Finally, I’d like to talk briefly about my trip to 
Lesbos with the charity Save the Children over 
the last weekend of January.  The issue of 
refugees, in particular unaccompanied children 
has been in the news for some time now.  I 
wanted to see for myself the refugee camps of 
the island of Lesbos, one of the Greek islands at 
the forefront of migration into Europe.  You can 
read the full piece I wrote for the Cambridge 
News here: www.cambridge-news.co.uk/South-
Cambs-MP-Heidi-Allen-visit-Lesbos-
refugee/story-28666422-detail/story.html  
The situation on the ground is just desperate.  
The Greek authorities are beyond struggling to 
cope, and although I believe Britain’s strategy of 
giving assistance to refugees in the region in 
Syria is the right one, I do feel we should do 
more to help those orphaned children who have 
made it to Europe, alone and with not a soul in 
the world. 
As always, if you need my help, you can contact 
me on 01954 212707, by email 
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk or on twitter at 
@heidiallen75 
Next Surgery Dates: 11th March in Melbourn, 
19th March in Sawston and 9th April in 
Cottenham. 
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NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN CEMETERY 
Here we are at the beginning of another new 
year and we wonder what 2016 will bring.  As 
this Newsletter is published the buds are 
beginning to burst on the bare trees making the 
Cambridge Cemetery a lovely place for a walk.  
In the Cemetery woods the warm Winter that we 
have experienced has seen the snowdrops and 
daffodils in bloom at the same time. 
The engineering ground works that were taking 
place along the northern perimeter of the site 
are now complete.  Stump grinding, levelling of 
the verges and re-turfing where the old Saphora 
trees were removed is finished.  Sourcing of 
young Saphora and Hawthorn trees is underway.  
Planting will take place to fit in with other 
engineering projects taking place on site, thus 
avoiding disturbing the young trees and giving 
the roots the best chance when settling in. 
Cemetery Superintendent Bruce Phelps 
departed ABMC last August after 16 years with 
the Mission, the last two of which were spent 
here at Cambridge American Cemetery.  It was 
sad to see him go but we hope that he is 
enjoying a well-earned retirement back home in 
the US. 
The new Superintendent, Rich Cobb, arrived in 
early September and is settling in well.  He has 
written to introduce himself to his nearest 
neighbours: 
I was born in San Francisco, California to 
European parents, (my father French, my 
mother English).  By the time I was three we had 
moved back to France then settled definitively in 
South London.  After High-School I returned to 
the US where I joined the Military.  It was here, 
in the US Navy, where I spent the next 27 years 
touring the world with Naval Special Operations 
and Naval Aviation.  One of my most memorable 
tours with the Navy was to a wild and wind-
swept RAF base in Macrihanish Scotland where 
a team of my colleagues trained and practised 
our trade.  Another was that of Exchange Officer 
and Helicopter Pilot to the French Navy out of 
the Toulon Naval base.  On my travels I was 
lucky enough to meet a Neapolitan girl called 
Raffaella who agreed to be my wife.  She has 
been my advisor and my anchor since 1997.  
She has stood by me and given me three 
wonderful kids.  I owe her a great deal. 
When I retired from the Navy in 2005 I applied 
for, and was lucky enough to be selected for, a 
position with the ABMC in Paris where I worked 
for ten years, first as Agency Logistics Director 
then as Head of Security.  I was recently offered 
the rare opportunity to serve as Superintendent 
here in Cambridge, where I have the chance to  

 
see the Agency from an operational vantage 
point.  I am lucky to have found myself in such a 
beautiful part of the world, so close to the culture 
of my childhood.  
I arrived here in September, accompanied only 
by Ryan, my 9 year old.  Sebastian, his 13 year 
old brother and Deborah, his 16 year old sister, 
are in boarding school in Europe.  His mother is 
busy tying up loose ends in Paris, but will join us 
soon.  We hope to find a school here in 
Cambridge very soon where all the children can 
once again be together.  Who knows, perhaps 
they will pick up an English accent that would 
make their grandmother proud?  
In Madingley I join a superb team with whom 
you are, I am sure, well familiar.  I am overjoyed 
with the welcome we have received.  I am also 
impressed with the close and mutually-
supportive relationship that we enjoy with our 
neighbours.  Thank you for that. 
The mission of the Cambridge American 
Cemetery is to memorialize those service 
personnel who served and died in what was an 
epic battle of good against evil, now more than 
70 years past.  It is also to showcase, to 
celebrate and to advance a special relationship 
of trust and confidence.  This relationship is the 
unique one which exists between the United 
States and the United Kingdom.  On the behalf 
of the American Battle Monuments Commission 
I would like to thank the local community for 
what you have always done, to support and to 
reinforce us in advancing our mission. 

 
Superintendent Rich Cobb and family 

Memorial Day 2016 
Finally, a reminder that this year’s Memorial Day 
ceremony will take place on Monday 30th May.  
It will last about an hour, starting at 11am and is, 
as always, open to the public. 
Suzie Harrison, Interpretive Guide 
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THE ‘WESTERN ORBITAL’ 
The next consultation from the City Deal is 
called the ‘Western Orbital’ and has the potential 
to affect people in Grantchester, Barton and 
Coton; less so Madingley. 
The big-picture idea to get buses (and hence 
passengers) around the outskirts of Cambridge 
faster, and the Western Orbital is between 
Junctions 13 and 11 of the M11.  There is also, 
on a slower timetable, an Eastern Orbital project, 
trying somehow to link the M11 (Junction 10 or 
11) to the A14 round the eastern edge of the city. 
I have reproduced two of the concept maps: 
they are just concepts at this stage, nothing 
more.  I would highlight four aspects: 
• it is acknowledged that much of the problem 

is the peak-hours queuing at the slip-roads at 
Junctions 13 and 11, and that needs fixing 

• there is talk of a bus-way round the M11 
between Junctions 13 to 11.  This might be 
along the hard shoulder, or up on the edge of  
 
 
 

 
the farmland on either or both sides.  I am not 
persuaded; I think that, if the junctions are 
fixed, that will be enough (buses are not 
allowed to go above 60mph, and I think those 
speeds will be achieved if the junctions are 
fixed) 

• as well as creating an orbital route, there is 
talk of putting a Park & Cycle or Park & Ride 
at Junction 12 to intercept traffic coming in 
from the A603.  One of the maps (not those 
on this page) suggests one of the fields near 
the Barton rifle range: either the one next to 
and on the Barton side of it; or the field 
opposite it, in between the M11 exit slip-road 
and St Mark’s graveyard. 

• finally, there is talk of a bus lane or cycle 
improvements along the Barton Road. 

The consultation will start in late Spring, but we 
will want to start thinking about this now and be 
well-prepared. 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 
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BUSES BETWEEN MADINGLEY AND CAMBRIDGE 
Outbound services pick up in Cambridge Road adjacent to the Madingley Hall gates roundabout and 
arrive at Drummer Street Bus Station (Bay 3).  Inbound services begin at Drummer Street Bus Station 
(Bay 3) and stop in the High Street near the Village Hall. 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 2 (Monday to Friday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
07.37   08.00 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street Madingley 
17.45   18.06 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 8 (Monday to Saturday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
09.55   10.15 
11.05   11.25 
14.05   14.25 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street  Madingley 
10.20   10.39 
12.30   12.49 
16.30   16.49 
Madingley Road Park & Ride 
Bus services to Drummer Street and onwards to Newmarket Road: 
Monday to Saturday: 07.00 (08.00 on Saturdays only) until 20.18 (at 10 minute intervals until 18.10) 
Sunday and Public Holidays: 09.00 to 18.00 (at 15 minute intervals) 
Charges are made for parking at each of the five Cambridge Park & Ride sites.  These are as follows: 
• up to 1 hour: free 
• 1 to 18 hours: £1 
• up to 24 hours: £10 
• up to 48 hours: £20 
• up to 72 hours: £30 
Discounted charges are available if (daily parking) season tickets are purchased online at: 
https://cambridgeshireparkandride.keyivr.com 
Concessionary fare pass holders can travel free on Park & Ride services after 9.30am, Monday to Friday, 
and all day during weekends and Bank Holidays.  However, they are still liable for the parking charge. 
The Uni 4 service operated by Stagecoach runs from Madingley Park & Ride to Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
with several stops in between. 
This information was believed correct at the time of going to press. 
 
MADINGLEY ROYAL MAIL COLLECTION TIMES (AS ADVERTISED) 
From the small box near No. 31, High Street 
Monday to Friday: 4.15pm (please note slight change of time) 
Saturday: 11.45am 
From the pillar box near Madingley Hall gates 
Monday to Friday: 9.00am 
Saturday: 7.00am 
From Monday to Friday, a later collection (7.00pm) is made from Cambridge Mail Centre, Clifton Road, 
Cambridge CB1 7AJ 
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TUESDAY BIN COLLECTIONS 
March 2016 
15th:  BLUE and GREEN 
22nd: BLACK 
30th (Wed):  BLUE and GREEN 
April 
5th:   BLACK 
12th:  BLUE and GREEN 
19th:  BLACK 
26th:  BLUE and GREEN 
May 
4th (Wed): BLACK 
10th:  BLUE and GREEN 
17th:  BLACK 
24th:  BLUE and GREEN 
June 
1st (Wed): BLACK 
7th:   BLUE AND GREEN 
14th:  BLACK 
21st:  BLUE and GREEN 
28th:  BLACK 

 

JENGA, JENGA, JENGA 
 

Our Village is the proud owner of a game of 
GIANT JENGA 

Why not borrow it to amuse your family and 
guests at your next garden gathering? 

 
- Madingley residents only 

- Not suitable for small children 
- Donation to charity 

- Borrower collects and returns 

Please contact Mary on 01954 211536 for more 
information 

 

 

 
 
The Editors have tried in good faith to establish 
the accuracy of the material used, including 
images, in this Newsletter.  Any breaches of 
copyright are unintentional and regretted. 
�
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