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FROM THE EDITORS 
Welcome to this Autumn issue of Madingley News – and thank you again to everyone who has 
contributed material for inclusion. 
As usual this issue is full of all the many activities taking place in the Village over the next few months, 
as well as news of other developments.  One of the key items on the agenda at the moment is the future 
of our road network (in particular the A14) and other transport issues such as proposed new sites for 
Park & Ride.  A full report on what the Village – and its new Working Party – is doing is given on page 8. 
Having a system to communicate news quickly to residents is very important and that’s why, on behalf of 
the Parish Council, we are including a flyer with this issue asking you to give us your email address 
which we will use to build a current database.  It is important to stress that these details will ONLY be 
used for this purpose and not passed on to any other parties. 
The next issue of Madingley News will be published on 10th December and the copy deadline for receipt 
of articles, photographs (jpeg attachments 1MB or more in size please) and advertisements is 
10th November. 
Roger and Lesley Buckley 
Email: madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01954 211276
 
PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
Please have a look at the Parish website 
www.madingleyparish.net which records all the 
Minutes.  The highlights are: 
A14 Proposals/ Proposed bus way and traffic 
calming 
Thank you for the Village’s huge support at the 
public meeting on 22nd July, attended by over 
50 people.  Following this, a seven-person 
Working Party has been formed to progress 
discussions on Highways and Traffic.  
Meetings have already been held with Highways 
England, the County Council and several other 
Parish Council chair persons, with further 
meetings in the pipeline, including liaising with 
other Parish landowners and occupiers.  The 
Parish Council will continue to provide updates 
to those people who kindly gave (and will give) 
them permission to email them about Village 
matters, as well as looking at gaining grant 
money for traffic improvements. 
Speedwatch   
Cambridgeshire Police will shortly be holding  
training sessions in the Village for the volunteers 
to learn what they need to do.  The Police will 
supervise all of this.  See page 8 for details. 
NW Cambridge and West of Cambridge  
The Parish Council has attended several 
consultative meetings to provide the Village’s 
input on both of these developments which will 
create a lot more traffic and is the cause of 
considerable concern.  We understand a 
planning application is being submitted for West  
 
 

 
of Cambridge.  Please contact me if you would 
like more information. 
Wheelie Bin Stickers  
These are now widely distributed and in use.  If 
anyone needs more stickers please contact the 
Parish Clerk. 
New ‘Dog Bin’ 
There has been a request for a new ‘dog bin’ to 
be put outside the 800 Year Wood.  The Parish 
Council is awaiting South Cambridgeshire 
District Council’s decision and the University’s 
approval. 
Playground  
The gate into the playground at the West End 
has now been removed as this was not an 
official entrance.  If anyone sees an animal on 
the playground at any time, please ask the 
people who brought it to remove it.  Please note 
that only authorised persons should open the 
gate opposite the churchyard.  The pipe for the 
new drain has now arrived and this will be 
installed soon. 
Village Bonfire 
The annual November Bonfire will be held on 
Saturday 7th November at 6pm at Horseshoe 
Pond off Dry Drayton Road.  Please bring red 
wine for the mulled wine and contact Mary on 
01954 211536 to discuss food contributions. 
Next Parish Council Meeting 
This will be held on Monday 12th October at 
7pm, in the Village Hall. 
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Village Walk – Beat the Bounds 
Six Village residents took part this year and we 
hope that many more will join in next year.  The 
date is Saturday 7th May, starting at 10am. 
Litter Picking  
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped us to 
collect 25 bags of rubbish, one fridge and four 
small drums of liquid.  The plan is to do this 
again on Sunday 10th April 2016. 
Cycle Challenge  
We need help to organise this in 2016.  Please 
contact the Chairman or any Councillor if you 
would like to assist. 
Recycling Bins  
The two bins behind the pub have now been 
removed. 
Planning  
One application was received, for a replacement 
house in The Avenue.  The Parish Council 
raised no objection to this. 
Edward Byam-Cook 
Chairman, Madingley Parish Council 
 
MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
AUTUMN AND WINTER PROGRAMME AT 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Tuesday 6th October at 7.30 pm  
Professor Robert Hinde and Dr Joan Stevenson-
Hinde: The Sub-Department of Animal 
Behaviour – 65 years 
Madingley residents (and History Group 
members) Robert and Joan will lead us through 
the history of the Sub-Department from 1950 to 
the present day.   
The Sub-Department of Animal Behaviour, part 
of the Zoology Department of Cambridge 
University is, of course, located in Madingley.  
The Sub-Department was founded in 1950 by 
Professor W. H. Thorpe FRS and initially 
consisted of a four-acre site and a simple Nissen 
Hut.  It soon became an internationally-known 
centre for ethological research, studying the 
development, causation, function and evolution 
of behaviour. 
Monday 30th November at 7.30 pm 
Sue Pemberton: The Diaries of Lady 
Philadelphia Cotton, a lady of a certain age 

Lady Philadelphia Cotton of Madingley Hall 
(1763 – 1855) was a remarkable lady.  She was 
the wife, then widow of Sir Charles Cotton, who 
had a distinguished naval career but died 
unexpectedly early.  Philadelphia managed the 
Madingley estate and had to deal with the huge 

financial and other problems caused by her son, 
Sir St. Vincent, who was a compulsive gambler. 

 
Miss Philadelphia Rowley, painted by Thomas 
Gainsborough at around the time of her marriage to  
Sir Charles Cotton 

This will be our Christmas meeting so, if you are 
able, please bring a small plate of nibbles or a 
bottle to share! 

Annual membership costs £8 per year. Visitors are 
very welcome to attend individual meetings but are 
asked to contribute £3 to History Group funds.  
Further information is available from Sue Baldwin 
(01954 210766; suebaldwin1000@gmail.com) 

 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
This year brought an early start to the Village 
Hall external hires, with a Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary celebration lunch at the end of 
January. 
Previously we have had to take such early 
season bookings with fingers crossed that snow 
and ice and our heating system would not spoil 
the day, but following on from the previous 
year's improvement works, hirers are seeing real 
benefit. 
Further family celebrations through the year on a 
monthly basis have led to very favourable 
comments from all and the promise of 
recommendation to others. 
The Hall works well for small scale events of 20-
40 people through to a maximum around 80. 
Please contact Chris Baldwin on 01954 210766 
to book the Hall for family events, meetings and 
celebrations. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday 11th September, 2.00-6.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Open Cambridge Gardens Afternoon 
Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Madingley History Group 
Professor Robert Hinde and Dr Joan Stevenson 
Hinde: ‘The Sub-Department of Animal 
Behaviour – 65 Years’ 
Monday 12th October at 7.00pm 
Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 27th October at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Village Hall Annual General Meeting 
Saturday 7th November at 6.00pm 
Horseshoe Pond, Dry Drayton Road 
Village Bonfire 
Wednesday 18th November at 7.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Madingley Hall Lecture 
Roger Mosey: ‘Broadcasting Past and Future’ 
Monday 30th November at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Madingley History Group 
Sue Pemberton: ‘The Diaries of Lady 
Philadelphia Cotton, a lady of a certain age’ 

 
 

 

JENGA, JENGA, JENGA 
 

Our Village is the proud owner of a game of 
GIANT JENGA 

Why not borrow it to amuse your family and 
guests at your next garden gathering? 

 
- Madingley residents only 

- Not suitable for small children 
- Donation to charity 

- Borrower collects and returns 

Please contact Mary on 01954 211536 for more 
information 

 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Coton School   01954 210339 
County Councillor 
Stephen Frost   01954 211444 
stephen.frost @cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 
District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 
Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Madingley School  01954 210309 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674 
Parish Church Wardens 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 
Stuart Fox   01480 469431 
Church Secretary 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook/Chair 01954 211536 
Joan Stevenson-Hinde/Vice-Chair 
Nicky Holdstock 
Mark Robinson 
Geoff Tobin 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers  0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 
(Alex Giltinane – Cambourne) 
Sports & Social Club 
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 
Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 
Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Village Newsletter  
Roger & Lesley Buckley 01954 211276 
madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
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CHURCH NEWS 
The Summer has brought a little respite from the 
busyness of the last few months at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, but there has still been 
plenty to keep us from suffering from any 
incipient boredom!  As the school Summer term 
ended we were able to make the church 
available for the leaving assembly of the 
Stephen Perse Pre-Prep School.  It is good to 
keep a connection like this between two differing 
but integral parts of the Madingley community. 
Services 
One small change in our Sunday services will 
see us offering a service of Morning Prayer at 
11am once a month.  This can be a little less 
daunting for those who feel that a Communion 
service is not what they are used to, and it also 
offers some flexibility for different types of 
services as the occasion demands. 
There was one occasion on a more sombre note 
when the funeral service of Mrs Helen Roberts 
was taken by Susan Rawlings on Friday 19th 
June.  Although not a resident of Madingley, Mrs 
Roberts had been an integral part of the 
community at Madingley Hall as secretary to the 
Director of Continuing Education there. 
Celebrations 
At the other end of life, we were able to welcome 
Rory Robinson into the church family through his  

 
baptism on 21st June.  Many members of his 
extended family and friends were able to 
participate in the service, and pray for him as he 
starts his Christian journey through life. 
On 11th July we shared in the joyous occasion 
when Ben Crosland and Stephanie Goss were 
married in an unusual and splendid ceremony 
which encompassed the differing but compatible 
Christian traditions of the bride and groom.  
Stephanie and her family belong to the Greek 
Orthodox church, so the wedding service 
incorporated the Greek Orthodox rite within the 
Church of England liturgy, and it was interesting 
to see how each included similar themes and 
reflected on the other.  Mercifully the weather 
was good for most of the time, which added to 
the sense of celebration. 
Another couple, Robert Shields and Juana 
Hammond have also been married this Summer.   
Juana’s mother travelled all the way from Peru 
to be here, and an additional point of interest in 
the service was not only the organ music played 
by Susan Kendrick, but also music on the harp 
played by Jo Wallace-Hadrill. 
I hope you have all had a relaxing and 
restorative Summer and have managed to find 
the sun, whether in this country or elsewhere. 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 
 

 
                  Jo Wallace-Hadrill playing in Madingley Church on the Open Garden teas afternoon last May 
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NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN CEMETERY 
NEW APPOINTMENT 
Suzie Harrison, who has recently taken over 
from Arthur Brookes at the American Cemetery, 
introduces herself to the Village. 

 
 
As I am sure many of you will know Arthur 
Brookes has now retired.  Working at the 
American Cemetery for 14 years, he remained a 
constant, while other members of staff rotated in 
and out.  He was involved with many changes, 
not least of which has been the inception, 
building and opening of the Visitor Center.  His 
involvement in this, I am sure, has gone a long 
way to make it the interesting, informative and 
insightful exhibition with which visitors can now 
engage. 
These are big shoes for his replacement to fill, 
but I will endeavour to do my best. 
Prior to starting work for the ABMC in mid-July, I 
had spent well over a decade at the Imperial 
War Museum at Duxford. 
For some years I worked solely with the 
‘Department for Learning’, booking in school 
visits, organising schools’ events and as an 
interactive interpreter for family sessions during 
the school holidays. 
Taking up a position within Airfield Services 
included coordinating logistics for the Air Shows 
– not as exciting as it sounds!  
Latterly, as Learning Officer for the American Air 
Museum, I joined the team currently running the 
re-interpretation project.  A major aspect of this 
role was to manage the American Air Museum 
Summer Residency, where American and British 
teachers join a programme based around the 
participation by American service personnel in 

the air war over Europe during the Second 
World War.  The very relevant visit to the 
American Cemetery brought me into contact 
with Arthur � and full circle. 
Suzie Harrison 
Interpretive Guide – American Cemetery 
 
MADINGLEY HALL EVENTS 
Open Cambridge Gardens Afternoon 
Friday 11th September 2015, 2.00pm – 6.00pm 
Madingley Hall gardens will be open to the 
public as part of the Open Cambridge Weekend, 
with an introductory talk by a member of the 
garden team at 2.30pm, 3.30pm and 4.30pm.  
Admission is free, and guests are invited to 
enjoy a light afternoon tea at a special 'Open 
Cambridge' rate of £5 (please book in advance 
for tea by emailing 
enquiry@madingleyhall.co.uk). 
 
Madingley Hall Lecture Series 
Wednesday 18th November 2015 at 7.00pm 
Broadcasting Past and Future 

 
 
A talk by Roger Mosey, Master of Selwyn 
College.  The former BBC executive Roger 
Mosey's roles included being Editor of the Today 
programme, Head of Television News and 
Director of Sport, before being put in charge of 
the BBC's coverage of London 2012. 
He will talk about lessons from his career in 
broadcasting and also about the opportunities 
for the established media to be a force for good 
in the digital world. 
Admission is free but places must be reserved in 
advance.  To reserve your place, please visit 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleylectures or call 
01223 746274. 
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DR LINGWOOD LEAVES MADINGLEY HALL 
After six years in the role of Director of 
Continuing Education at Madingley Hall, Dr 
Rebecca Lingwood is set to leave in September 
to take up a prestigious new post as Vice-
Principal for Student Experience, Teaching and 
Learning at Queen Mary University of London. 
In her new role, Rebecca will be responsible for 
supporting and developing the educational 
provision at QMUL as well as taking up an 
academic post in its School of Engineering and 
Materials Science where she will hold the title of 
Professor of Fluid Dynamics. 
A new Director of Continuing Education at ICE 
will be in post early 2016 and in the meantime 
Professor Sir Mike Gregory, retiring Head of 
Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing, will 
serve as Acting Head. 

 
In keeping with ICE tradition a portrait of 
Dr Lingwood painted by local artist Heloise Toop 
(above) will hang in Madingley Hall to 
commemorate her time here and her 
inspirational and dynamic leadership. 
 
GREAT CITIES BROUGHT TO LIFE 
Village residents may have seen a familiar face 
on their TV screens during August. 
Professor Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, who is 
Director of Research in the Faculty of Classics 
at the University of Cambridge, presented two 
hour-long documentaries for the BBC on 
Building the Ancient City: Athens and Rome.  

Both programmes revealed how these cities 
were created and run, with Andrew interviewing 
other specialists to shed light on the remarkable 
achievements.  

 
They are available on BBC iPlayer for 28 days 
after being broadcast – 17th September for 
Athens and 24th September for Rome. 
 
RAISE MONEY WITH A GOOD CUP OF TEA 
There's nothing quite like a good cup of tea ... 
especially if it raises money for a really good 
cause! 
The Royal National Institution for the Blind is 
inviting you to host a Tea For RNIB Party, 
joining hundreds of people across the UK raising 
money to support blind and partially sighted 
people. 
Call 0845 345 0054 to receive everything you 
need to get your Tea For RNIB Party started.  
There's also a serious side to the party. Did you 
know that in the next 15 minutes, someone in 
the UK will be told: "You are losing your sight?”  
But right now, we can only reach one in three of 
the people who need our help the most.  Your 
support can help more blind and partially sighted 
people to face the future with confidence. 
You could also offer support by: 
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It’s easy and fun to run a Tea For RNIB Party. 
There are lots of ideas in the free party pack, so 
just call 0845 345 0054 or visit 
www.rnib.org.uk/tea-rnib to order one.  You can 
also be put in touch with Hayley, your local 
fundraiser who will be able to answer all your 
questions and help in any way she can. 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE HIGHWAYS 
WORKING PARTY (MVHWP) 
Two recent open meetings organised by 
Madingley Parish Council (MPC) to discuss 
traffic in and around Madingley were each 
attended by around 50 Village residents and as 
a result, MPC encouraged a group of villagers to 
form an unofficial Highways Working Party 
which met for the first time on 30th July. 
Membership of the MVHWP comprises the 
Chairman of MPC and a number of parishioners, 
currently (in alphabetical order): Chris Baldwin, 
Roger Buckley, Jerry Otter, David Ousby, Mark 
Robinson and Catherine Slack. 
The Working Party will address a number of 
separate but inter-related traffic issues – current 
and future – both in Madingley itself and on the 
access roads to Cambridge from the West, 
including how this will affect life our Village life.  
The key issues are: 

A14 improvements 
Highways England: the A14 Huntingdon to 
Cambridge Improvement Scheme: 

• The raised A14 interchange and the question 
of traffic noise 

• Construction vehicles (HGVs, LGVs and 
cars) passing through the Village during the 
A14 improvement works 

• The creation of a new ‘local access’ road 
running parallel to the south of the A14, with 
a new four-way junction proposed with The 
Avenue  

• The possibility of moving the proposed Local 
Access road to the north of the A14, as its 
only purpose being south of the A14 is to 
connect to The Avenue.  All other 
connections to affected properties e.g. City 
Crematorium, Hackers Farm and Catch Hall 
Farm could be serviced from Oakington 
Road, Dry Drayton. 

• Proposal to close The Avenue with the object 
of reducing through traffic in the Village, 
especially in the light of the additional traffic 
through Madingley forecast by Highways 
England between the A428 and Huntingdon 
Road as a result of the A14 improvements. 

Greater Cambridge City Deal 
On 7th September, the Executive Board will 
launch a consultation, asking the public for its 
views on the best route for a new bus and cycle 
route between Cambourne and Cambridge.  
Proposals under discussion include the 
following: 
CambridgeBOLD 
A major new initiative proposed by District 
Councillor Francis Burkitt (see page 9).  This 
proposal has so far found limited support within  
 

the Village, especially in respect of the effect it 
would have on Madingley Wood and the 800 
Wood.  However CambridgeBOLD is constantly 
refining its plans. 
A428 / M11 connection 
MVHWP has identified an alternative scheme 
that involves making the A428 connect with the 
M11 north and southbound, which would relieve 
much of the traffic causing congestion on 
Madingley Rise in the AM peak that the City 
Deal proposal is seeking to address.  Coton 
Parish Council has also promoted this option.  
Under this proposal, any new Park & Ride would 
be located further west at the interchange at 
Scotland Road, Dry Drayton and the A428, if not 
further out towards Bourn Airfield, so as to 
capture the traffic causing potential congestion 
before it reaches the Madingley Mulch 
roundabout.  No new bus lanes would be 
required under this proposal. 
Local Highway Improvement Initiative 
(Cambridge County Council) 
Limited funds are available each year from the 
County Council for local highways improvements.  
Last year the application made on behalf of the 
Village was unsuccessful.  This year it is 
proposing that the application will focus on one 
issue – the creation of 40mph ‘buffer zones’ on 
the approach roads into the Village.  This is part 
of a longer-term strategy of incremental 
highways improvements, designed to protect the 
Village from the likely detrimental effects of the 
projected increase in traffic volumes as a result 
of the continued economic growth in and around 
Cambridge. 
Application for weight restriction on traffic 
through the Village 
This is a proposal to seek a ‘loading/ unloading’ 
7.5 tonne weight restriction to prevent the 
Village being used as a short cut by HGVs that 
have no business being here.  This will be 
supported by information from: 
Community Speed Watch 

• Recording not just speeding issues but 
volume of traffic (HGVs, LGVs, cars, cycles, 
pedestrians) 

• Cambridgeshire Constabulary provides 
equipment and training 

• Traffic monitored at several points in the 
Village at times where speeding is a concern, 
as well as at other times so as to build an 
accurate picture of peak and off-peak traffic 
patterns through the Village 

The MVHWP has its work cut out and moreover 
will need to conform if possible with deadlines 
imposed by the various bodies with which it 
must work. 
David Ousby 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE TRANSPORT 
– A PERSONAL VIEW 

 
It’s self-evident that, over the past few months, 
there has been an enormous amount of focus, 
comment, discussion – and disquiet – about 
Cambridge and Cambridgeshire's transport 
situation.  Why is this? 
In the fields of planning and transport, there are 
long lead-times.  For example, there currently 
seem to be cranes and building work all over 
Cambridge – round Addenbrooke’s, near the 
main train station, at Trumpington Meadows, 
North West Cambridge, and the old NIAB site.  
Even Northstowe will soon start to see 
construction activity.  The plans for all of these 
were laid five or even more years ago, but most 
of us only notice when the builders arrive on site. 
Housing 
What has become apparent is the scale of the 
current building, which seems to me to be vast 
and extensive, all over the City.  So that’s why 
the current Local Plan is so important, as it has 
the potential for ushering-in another wave of 
building in about five years’ time. 
In the current Local Plan, the two planning 
authorities – South Cambridgeshire District 
Council and Cambridge City Council – have 
squeezed as many houses as we think we can 
into Cambridge and a few – really very few – 
into the Green Belt, but by and large our vision 
for the next wave of development is for the new 
houses to go into ‘satellite’ settlements of 
Northstowe, Cambourne/Bourn Airfield and 
Waterbeach.  That’s a slightly-controversial 

decision, as planning law says that houses 
should be built near jobs and close to existing 
cities�. i.e. on the edge of the City, in the 
Cambridge Green Belt.  But luckily for those of 
us who love the Green Belt (and our Quarter-To-
Six Quadrant part of it), there’s another, 
opposing, law; it says that the Green Belt should 
be preserved unless there are “exceptional” 
reasons.  It is that balance between the two laws 
that the Government Inspector Laura Graham is 
currently trying to judge. 
Transport 
At the same time as the Local Plan (which deals 
with houses), there is a parallel process looking 
at Transport.  We now have a 2014 ‘Local 
Transport Plan’ for the whole County to 2031, 
from which a subsidiary plan – the ‘Cambridge 
City and South Cambs transport strategy’ has 
been produced. 
Much of the plan is fairly high-level, and 
common sense: we need more ‘radial’ routes 
(from the edge to the centre, like a radius of a 
circle), and more ‘orbital’ (circular) routes.  And 
since no-one seriously believes we can squeeze 
more cars into Cambridge’s roads, this mainly 
means new bus routes.  There is also a 
feeling that the Park & Rides are too close into 
the City and should be moved further away.   
For us in the QTSQ, that translates into (a) the 
current focus on the Cambourne-to-Cambridge 
‘radial’ bus route; (b) I am sure the A603 ‘radial’ 
route will be the next focus; and (c) the so-called 
‘Western Orbital’ is a plan for putting a bus route 
alongside the M11 between Junctions 13 and 11.  
And there are other planned routes all over the 
City. 
Congestion charging 
Also, there will be another consultation on 
congestion-charging – basically a 
debate between the City Council, which thinks 
congestion-charging is a brilliant idea, as none 
of its residents will pay it, as they will be inside 
the cordon; the County Council, which also 
thinks it is a great idea, as they will vote for 
anything that brings in money; and 
South Cambs, which thinks it is a dreadful idea, 
as its South Cambs residents and workers will 
pay for it. 
So the reason that there has been so much 
recent focus, comment, discussion and disquiet 
is that the 2014 Local Transport Plan has, in 
mid-2015, spawned a whole host of localised 
consultations over individual aspects of that plan. 
Bus route 
For Madingley, it is the Cambourne-to-
Cambridge bus route that is clearly the most 
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relevant and controversial.  The views from 
nearby are currently being debated, but I 
thought you might be interested in views from 
afar.  Most Councillors from 10+ miles away 
couldn’t care two hoots what the chosen route is, 
they just want something built (would you be 
interested in the exact route for a bus-way in 
Linton or through Balsham?).  The County 
Council Transport Officers tell me that the more 
a new road or bus-way disrupts an area, the 
greater the benefit that it brings.  This is of 
course true: to take it to a ludicrous extreme, a 
new bus-way through everyone’s houses and 
gardens in a straight line between Cambourne 
and Cambridge market would create the 
fastest possible journey time.  So they don’t 
favour modest on-road solutions, as the journey-
time will still be long. 
Public consultation 
The public consultation on this route will be 
launched (I am told) on 7th October, though it 
seems to have a habit of slipping.  This will 
ask the public for its views on the best route for 
a new bus & cycle-route between Cambourne 
and Cambridge. 
In response, CambridgeBOLD will set out a 
locally-designed proposal for that route, 
representing, as much as possible, a broad 
consensus of local opinion along the route.  At 
this stage, it is in draft form.  The most recent 
draft is on www.cambridgebold.org. 
The publication of this draft has been endorsed 
by the Parish Councils/Chairs/Residents’ 
Associations of Comberton, Coton, Hardwick, 
Madingley and North Newnham (listed 
alphabetically).  Caldecote Parish Council has 
also been contacted, but its meeting schedule 
didn’t enable a response.  Intentionally at this 
stage, none of them has formally approved the 
contents; consideration of that will be done after 
comments have been received. 
We are publishing the draft (1) to raise public 
awareness; (2) to stimulate debate; and (3) to try 
to see whether we can reach broad local 
consensus on the best route. 
Obtain your copy 
You can download a low-resolution copy of 
our draft proposals from the website at 
www.cambridgebold.org, or if you’d like a high-
resolution copy individually emailed to you, or a 
printed copy posted to you, please email your 
request: comments@cambridgebold.org. 
Your comments, which may be published and 
attributed, are requested on 
comments@cambridgebold.org before Friday 
9th October. 

After reviewing the comments, we intend to 
complete a final draft, and then consider 
submitting that as a formal response to the City 
Deal’s public consultation. 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 
 
PROPOSALS FOR CAMBRIDGE ROAD 
CambridgeBOLD’s proposed busway and cycle 
path from Cambourne to central Cambridge 
skirts Madingley Wood, the 800 Wood and the 
American Cemetery. 
The Woods 
Where a proposal requires planning permission, 
Natural England 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/n
atural-england) must be consulted as part of the 
planning process.  This would have to happen if 
surrounding development could affect a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), even if the 
SSSI itself were not taken for development. 
Madingley Wood is a SSSI, notified under 
section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981.  The reasons for notification are given: 
‘The western sector of the wood is of ancient 
origin whilst the eastern half is of relatively 
recent origin thus providing valuable 
opportunities for study into colonisation 
processes and historical ecology generally.’  
After a description of the Wood’s special 
characteristics, it concludes: ‘The site is of 
particular educational and research value in 
view of its long association with the University of 
Cambridge.’ 
Madingley Wood has been monitored for 
hundreds of years, and was a focus of research 
by the world-renowned botanist and scholar of 
historic trees and ancient woodlands, the late 
Professor Oliver Rackham (1939-2015).  Unique, 
long-term research continues within several 
departments of the University of Cambridge, 
particularly the Department of Zoology (see 
below). 
The adjacent 800 Wood – a planting of native 
trees covering 10 hectares – was opened in 
2009 by the then Chancellor of the University, 
HRH the Duke of Edinburgh.  The English Oak 
he planted is just inside the main gate, roughly 
where the proposed bus route would join the 
Cambridge Road. 
The University’s undertaking to create, plant, 
and maintain this new wood as well as the 
ancient wood makes a significant environmental 
and ecological contribution to one of the least-
wooded counties in the country.  One research 
goal is to record how species from the ancient 
wood will seed and regenerate in the new area.  
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This resonates strongly with the SSSI aim of 
studying colonization processes and historical 
ecology.  Thus, the two woods should be 
regarded as a whole, the one complementing 
the other.  Furthermore, the wood benefits from 
a buffer of established trees between it and the 
A428. 
Finally, the 800 Wood marks the 800th 
anniversary of the University, with rides in the 
wood in the shape of a figure 8.  These are 
intended for the public to enjoy, including the 
uninterrupted view from the top of the Wood 
down the hill and across the fields – and on a 
clear day, to Ely Cathedral.  The Wood is 
designed to retain views across to Ely as the 
trees mature.  This peaceful setting would be 
destroyed by a bus route – or indeed any further 
construction – along its side and base. 
The Madingley American Cemetery 
The cemetery was established as a temporary 
military cemetery in 1943 on land donated by the 
University of Cambridge.  It is the only 
permanent American World War II Cemetery in 
the British Isles, and was dedicated on 16th July 
1956.  There are nearly 4,000 internments and 
over 5,000 names of those posted as missing on 
the Memorial Wall.  The cemetery receives 
many visitors, including grieving relatives from 
America.  The grounds are beautifully kept, and 
a large, informative Visitor Center was recently 
added. 
The site was selected for its beauty and 
tranquility on a hill overlooking fields, as well as 
the Madingley Wood along one side, and fields 
on the other side.  A letter from Deputy Prime 
Minister Anthony Eden to the American 
Ambassador (dated 21st June 1954) sets out 
the terms of agreement, including a reference to 
the surrounding fields: ‘the area coloured yellow 
will be restricted to agricultural use’. 
How could an honourable Government go back 
on this undertaking?  Should we even ask it to? 
In summary, any proposal to infringe on the 
tranquility and utility of the space either side of 
the Cambridge Road cannot be countenanced. 
Joan Stevenson-Hinde 
 
SUMMERTIME � AND LIFE AS AN MP 
The new MP for South Cambridgeshire, Heidi 
Allen, may have been in recess from Parliament 
over the last few weeks but that hasn’t meant 
that she has taken a break.  Here are some the 
activities with which she has been involved. 
A week before Parliament’s recess Heidi was 
presenting prizes at the Girton Feast.  Taking in 
the atmosphere, and a wonderful display of 

baking by the Cambridge Ladybird WI, Heidi 
said: “It was a lovely display of community spirit 
and fantastic to see so many young children 
getting involved with the WI baking”. 
Funding for research 
A parliamentary reception saw Heidi sponsor 
South Cambridgeshire-based Alzheimer’s 
Research UK as they looked to MPs from all 
parties for help in identifying desperately needed 
funding for research. 
Over the last few weeks, Heidi’s work on the 
House of Commons’ Work and Pensions Select 
Committee has begun to take shape.  The 
agenda has been set and a meeting is planned 
with the local Papworth Trust to discuss the 
government’s work programme. 
Innovation 
With a growing economy comes local innovation.  
Heidi’s nomination of Girton-based 
Visualplanet’s touchfoil product for an award 
from the All-Party Parliamentary Manufacturing 
Group is evidence of the exciting businesses 
springing up all over South Cambs.  Speaking 
about the work carried out by Visualplanet Heidi 
said: “This is one of those rare examples of a 
simple idea being turned into a phenomenal 
business opportunity�I challenge anyone not to 
be impressed by this example of British 
innovation at its best.” 

 
If you would like to contact Heidi about an issue, 
book a surgery appointment (next planned for 
Friday 18th September at Bassingbourn, 4.00-
5.00pm) or to find out what else she has been 
up to, visit her website 
www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk, email: 
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk or telephone 
01954 212707. 
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BUSES BETWEEN MADINGLEY AND CAMBRIDGE – SOME NEW TIMINGS 
Outbound services pick up in Cambridge Road adjacent to the Madingley Hall gates roundabout and 
arrive at Drummer Street Bus Station (Bay 3).  Inbound services begin at Drummer Street Bus Station 
(Bay 3) and stop in the High Street near the Village Hall. 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 2 (Monday to Friday only) (revised times from 26th July 2015) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
07.37   08.00 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street Madingley 
17.45   18.06 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 8 (Monday to Saturday only) (revised times from 26th July 2015) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
09.55   10.15 
11.05   11.25 
14.05   14.25 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street  Madingley 
10.20   10.39 
12.30   12.49 
16.30   16.49 
Madingley Road Park & Ride 
Bus services to Drummer Street and onwards to Newmarket Road: 
Monday to Saturday: 07.00 (08.00 on Saturdays only) until 20.18 (at 10 minute intervals until 18.10) 
Sunday and Public Holidays: 09.00 to 18.00 (at 15 minute intervals) 
Charges are made for parking at each of the five Cambridge Park & Ride sites.  These are as follows: 
• up to 1 hour: free 
• 1 to 18 hours: £1 
• up to 24 hours: £10 
• up to 48 hours: £20 
• up to 72 hours: £30 
Discounted charges are available if (daily parking) season tickets are purchased online at: 
https://cambridgeshireparkandride.keyivr.com 
Concessionary fare pass holders can travel free on Park & Ride services after 9.30am, Monday to Friday, 
and all day during weekends and Bank Holidays.  However, they are still liable for the parking charge. 
The Uni 4 service operated by Stagecoach runs from Madingley Park & Ride to Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
with several stops in between. 
This information was believed correct at the time of going to press. 
Please note: Whippet Service No. 2 is not currently advertised on the village bus stops.  Stagecoach 
service No. 14 is advertised on village bus stops but has not run since June 2012. 
 
MADINGLEY ROYAL MAIL COLLECTION TIMES (AS ADVERTISED) 
From the small box near No. 31, High Street 
Monday to Friday: 4.30pm 
Saturday: 11.45am 
From the pillar box near Madingley Hall gates 
Monday to Friday: 9.00am 
Saturday: 7.00am 
From Monday to Friday, a later collection (7.00pm) is made from Cambridge Mail Centre, Clifton Road, 
Cambridge CB1 7AJ 
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MUMS & TUMS GROUP AT 
HARDWICK  
A new group especially for parents-to-
be and parents/carers of babies up to 
the age of being mobile is held every 
Wednesday from 11.00am-12.30pm in 
the Portakabin behind St Mary's 
Church, Main Street, Hardwick, 
Cambs. CB22 7QT. 
Why not come along and chat with 
other parents to share experiences?  
You can catch up with friends and also 
make new ones.  Baby play mats, 
seats and toys are provided, together 
with changing facilities. We also offer 
drinks and biscuits and donations are 
welcome. 
For further information please contact 
Stella on 01954 210049 / Mob 07903 
229296 (email: 
stella.ramblers@hotmail.com) or Jo on 
01954 213167 / Mob 07752 870320 
(email: joanna.lane@btinternet.com). 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
 

 
 
 

Experience a language! 

    by Sarah Moran at  
 

“Gosh, me, learn a language?  I can’t even remember what I learnt at school!” This is a 
common worry amongst would-be language learners.  

“Of course you can”, I say. “Languages don’t just disappear from your brain; they’re 
simply stored away for a rainy day”.  

Whether that rainy day arrives as you’re on the hard shoulder of the A11 in France with a 
flat tyre or as you’re trying to order a spicy paella in a remote Andalucian village is 
irrelevant. But wouldn’t you feel good if you didn’t have to just use your foreign language 
store for rainy days but knew enough to enjoy the sunny days too. Sunny days on the 
South coast of France for instance. 

Just imagine�. 

You order a white coffee at a café on the beach (Un grand crème s’il vous plaît), then you 
negotiate a sunbed which should be €15 a day but because you speak a bit of French, 
they agree to half this (Vous parlez français monsieur? Excellent, alors €7,50 pour vous!). 
Then you take a stroll up through the old part of the town and ask for directions to the 
church at the top of the hill (Où est l’église s’il vous plaît?). Being a hot day, you decide to 
stop and buy a chocolate chip ice-cream (Une glace aux pépites de chocolat).  

In the church, on the inscription on the wall, you are surprised to learn how old it is (Cette 
église fût construite au XVIIème siècle par Louis XIV). After a lunch of escargots, steak 
haché and île flôtante, you wander down to the port where a ferry ride to a local island 
beckons (Un aller-retour à Sainte-Marguerite s’il vous plaît).  

Quelle journée! Eventually, you return to your hotel, ask for your room key (La clé s’il 
vous plaît) and enjoy a well-earned rest! 

So, you see how much more enjoyable knowing even a little bit of a language can be? If 
you feel that you would like to get closer to the people and countries you visit through 
speaking a language, get in touch. We have courses to suit most ability levels in French 
and Spanish. Classes are fun, relaxed and friendly. This year we will also be arranging 
wine-tasting evenings, foreign-language cinema visits and a residential trip abroad! 
Come along and give it a try! Classes start on Friday 18th September in Castle St, 
Cambridge. 

For more information, call Sarah on 07775 640794 or go to www.lingualounge.co.uk 
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