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FROM THE EDITORS 
Welcome to this Summer issue of Madingley News – and thank you again to everyone who has 
contributed material for inclusion. 
This issue is full of all the many activities taking place in the Village – from history talks to open gardens, 
and lectures to musical recitals – as well as dates for Parish Council meetings.  See a full listing in Dates 
For Your Diary but please note the fast approaching meeting on Tuesday 9th June at 7pm when traffic 
concerns will be discussed; everyone is welcome to come and listen.  (This meeting replaces that 
originally arranged for Monday 6th July.) 
The next issue of Madingley News will be published on 10th September and the copy deadline for 
receipt of articles and advertisements is 10th August. 
We look forward to receiving your news and illustrations in due course. When sending photographs, it 
would be very helpful if these were jpeg attachments (preferably 1MB or more in size) rather than 
embedded in the text. 
Roger and Lesley Buckley 
Email: madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01954 211276
 
 
 
PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
Please have a look at the Parish website 
www.madingleyparish.net which records all the 
Minutes.  The highlights are: 
Election May 2015 
The Councillors have been re-elected without a 
vote being necessary. 
Next Parish Council meeting 
This will be held on Tuesday 9th June at 7pm in 
the Village Hall and will focus largely on traffic 
generally including traffic calming options for the 
Village. 
A14 Proposals   
The Government Inspector is now reviewing all 
the plans and the Parish Council hopes to be 
able to make the following comments:  
1. We are still asking for The Avenue to be 
closed. 
2. We are suggesting the link road would be 
much cheaper and more practical if built on the 
far side of the A14. 
3. The Parish Council is asking for a full junction 
at the Girton Interchange which could easily and 
cheaply be a roundabout. 
4. We are backing calls from the University of 
Cambridge to scrap the high embankment to be 
constructed to take traffic from the East to the 
section of the A14 going to Bar Hill. 
Wheelie Bin Stickers   
Stickers, which only apply to the 30mph zones in 
the Village, are now widely distributed but if 
anyone would still like some, please contact the 
Parish Clerk. 

 
 
 
 
Playground  
The drain will be put in soon.  Zip wire plans 
depend on grants and approval of quotations. A 
new sign has been put up at the entrance. 
NW Cambridge and West of Cambridge 
Development Plans  
We have attended several consultative meetings 
to communicate the views of the Village. Both 
will create a lot more traffic which is the cause of 
very considerable concern. 
Village Walk 
Six people took part this year and we are hoping 
that more will join us next year on the first 
Saturday in May. 
Cycle Challenge  
Plans are being developed to have another four 
village cycle challenge day, most likely in July. 
Recycling Bins   
It was agreed at the last Parish Council meeting 
that as the bins at the back of the pub car park 
are no longer used, they should be removed. 
Village Noticeboard  
This has been repaired and a new name-plate 
added on top. 
 
Edward Byam-Cook 
Chairman, Madingley Parish Council 
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MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
SUMMER AND AUTUMN PROGRAMME AT 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Wednesday 5th August at 7.30 pm 
Philomena Guillebaud: The Enclosure of the 
West Fields of Cambridge and the First Eastern 
Military Hospital in Cambridge 
Local Cambridge resident and historian 
Philomena Guillebaud has written two books.   
The first book describes the enclosure of the 
West Fields of Cambridge (one of two great 
open fields dating from the Middle Ages) in 1805 
and how this led to the dominance of the 
University and colleges in the development of 
this area.  While researching this book 
Philomena found that the Cotton family of 
Madingley owned much land in the adjacent 
Cambridge Parish of St Giles and she traced 
what happened to that land after the enclosure 
of 1805 including the story of the gambler son 
and how that land found its way eventually into 
University ownership. 
Her second book is about the huge military 
hospital which occupied what is now the site of 
the University Library.  Few people will be aware 
that before the Library was built, a vast military 

hospital complex occupied the site during the 
First World War. 
Tuesday 6th October at 7.30 pm  
Professor Robert Hinde and Dr Joan Stevenson-
Hinde: The Sub-Department of Animal 
Behaviour – 65 years 
Madingley residents (and History Group 
members) Robert and Joan will lead us through 
the history of the Sub-Department from 1950 to 
the present day.   
The Sub-Department of Animal Behaviour, part 
of the Zoology Department of Cambridge 
University is, of course, located in Madingley.  
The Sub-Department was founded in 1950 by 
Professor W. H. Thorpe FRS and initially 
consisted of a four-acre site and a simple Nissen 
Hut.  It soon became an internationally-known 
centre for ethological research, studying the 
development, causation, function and evolution 
of behaviour. 

Annual membership costs £8 per year. Visitors 
are very welcome to attend individual meetings 
but are asked to contribute £3 to History Group 
funds.  Further information is available from Sue 
Baldwin (01954 210766; 
suebaldwin1000@gmail.com). 

 

Professor W. H. Thorpe FRS in Park Lane, Madingley, 1950 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Tuesday 9th June at 7.00pm 
Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 
(see From The Editors, page 2) 
Sunday 14th June at 2.30pm 
Madingley Hall 
Madingley Hall Concert  
Cello Recital by Joel Sandelson (‘cello) and Alex 
Rodzianko (piano) 
Sunday Afternoon in July 
Village Event – details to be confirmed 
(see page 9) 
Thursday 2nd July at 7.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Madingley Hall Lecture 
Dr Alison Pearn: ‘Darwin in Public and Private’ 
Wednesday 5th August at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Madingley History Group 
Philomema Guillebaud: ‘The Enclosure of the 
West Fields of Cambridge and the First Eastern 
Military Hospital in Cambridge’ 
Tuesday 18th August, 11.00am-2.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Sustainable Food Day 
Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Madingley History Group 
Professor Robert Hinde and Dr Joan Stevenson-
Hinde: ‘The Sub-Department of Animal 
Behaviour – 65 Years’ 
Monday 12th October at 7.00pm 
Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 7th November at 6.00pm 
Horseshoe Pond 
Village Bonfire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Coton School   01954 210339 
County Councillor 
Stephen Frost   01954 211444 
stephen.frost @cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 
District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 
Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Madingley School  01954 210309 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674 
Parish Church Wardens 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 
Stuart Fox   01480 469431 
Church Secretary 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook/Chair 01954 211536 
Joan Stevenson-Hinde/Vice-Chair 
Nicky Holdstock 
Mark Robinson 
Geoff Tobin 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers  0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 
(Alex Giltinane – Cambourne) 
Sports & Social Club 
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 
Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 
Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 
Village Newsletter  
Roger & Lesley Buckley 01954 211276 
madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
The Hall is benefitting enormously from the 
recent improvements, allowing comfortable 
occupation in the coldest weather. 
Hires continue to develop with a mix of local 
activities (the Sports and Social Club, Children's 
Birthday Parties, the History Group, Madingley 
Church and the Parish Council) along with the 
regular Monday Art Club and with the Digital 
Photography Workshops becoming a regular 
event (see http://www.dslrlearning.co.uk/ for 
further information). 
The recent General Election saw our now-
elected MP for South Cambridgeshire, Heidi 
Allen, touring polling stations and produced the 
quote of the campaign, declaring Madingley 
Village Hall to be the ‘prettiest village hall of the 
day’. 
Please contact Chris Baldwin on 01954 210766 
to book the Hall for family events, meetings and 
celebrations. 
 
CRICKET CLUB 
Madingley’s cricket teams have had an eventful 
start to the 2015 season. 
The First XI visited Thriplow and scored 160-8 
thanks mainly to a recovery led by Avinash 
Rohan with 70.  Thriplow looked as if they would 
win comfortably in their reply but excellent 
bowling from Qaiser Ahmed meant that it was 
down to the last over.  With just three balls to go, 
Thriplow still needed two runs to win and skipper 
Ian Morgan had a chance to make it even closer, 
but dropped a high chance to hand the match to 
Thriplow.  An exciting game though, and 
Madingley will hope for just a little more luck for 
the rest of the Summer. 
The Second XI by contrast had a great start with 
skipper Azhar Khan hitting an unbeaten century 
and John Naylor 69 at Sutton, as Madingley 
scored 209-3.  James Holland Gibson ensured a 
comfortable win by five wickets as Sutton 
struggled to 121-9 in reply. 
Anyone interested in joining the team should call 
Ian Morgan on 01223 861841 or 07584 625505. 
 
NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN CEMETERY 
As I write this I still have memories of 60 years 
ago when as a family we would often make the 
short journey to the cemetery on a Sunday 
afternoon.  Over the intervening years many 
have made their own journey to the cemetery; 
some to see the final resting place of a loved 
one, others merely to say thank you to those we 
commemorate for the sacrifice they made for us.

 
Many get taken in by the sheer beauty of what is 
a truly remarkable site.  Not may realise that the 
cemetery is a masterpiece of landscape design, 
the work of the Olmsted brothers from 
Massachusetts.  Known the world over for truly 
remarkable design, their legacy is in such places 
as Central Park New York, the gardens of the 
White House, Capitol Hill and many more 
majestic sites. 
Recently we were fortunate enough to be given 
access to many of their original documents 
detailing the early history of the cemetery.  I 
have included just two pictures for you.  Time 
has not allowed me to make comparison 
pictures from today but they give a glimpse of 
images past. 
 

 
Madingley Farm residence and windmill looking north 
east (c. 1948) 
 

 
View of Cambridge Cemetery from lower road looking 
east (c. 1954) 
 
This is the last time I will be contributing to 
Madingley News.  At the end of July I will be 
retiring and the following month our 
Superintendent Mr Bruce Phelps will bid farewell 
to England as he returns to his homeland. 
Arthur Brookes 
Cemetery Guide and Certified Interpretive 
Presenter 
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THE STEPHEN PERSE PRE-PREP  
Forest School across the Pre-Prep is well 
underway.  Year One and Two from the city 
have had a taste of Forest School at Latham 
Road when all dressed up in waterproof 
clothing, they braved the rainy weather and 
spent the morning building campfires, making 
special Forest School pizzas and toasting 
delicious marshmallows.  
The Year Two children couldn’t believe that they 
managed to light a fire and cook on it in the 
pouring rain!  Year One and Two also 
collaborated together to make shops, a school 
and even a hospital for the ‘miniature people’ 
who live at Latham Road.  Despite the April 
showers, the children all had a wonderful time.  
In the words of our Forest School Leader Mrs 
Angetter Hanham, there is no such thing as bad 
weather, only poor clothing – which is why 
waterproof trousers are part of our uniform list! 
Mini-beast hotels 

 
Over the last couple of weeks, the children have 
been showing and developing their empathy 
skills.  In topic work the Year One and Two have 
been making mini-beast hotels.  At first they 
decided what they needed to survive and Mums 
and Dads appeared heavily in our discussions!  
Delving a bit deeper in their thoughts we 
established the essentials for survival: food, 
water and shelter.  The children also discussed 
the need for camouflage against predators.  In 
designing and creating their bug hotels the 
children chose locations and materials with care 
so that they are suitable for future inhabitants.  
There is a lot of excitement about seeing who 
has 'checked in' later on in the term. 

Empathy 

 
Kindergarten have also been empathising with 
others and considering the feelings of others 
during their visit from Dame Bradbury's 
Kindergarten.  It was lovely to see the children 
welcome new faces and share their learning 
environment and activities.  We had traffic jams 
on the playground, insect research in the Forest 
School area and giant saucepans of insect 
potions.  It is always good for the children to mix 
in different groups and to share in the many 
facilities of the Foundation. 

 
With further mini-beasts visiting the school this 
week, the children continue to show how 
independent and confident they can be.  The 
Reception children bravely tasted dried worms 
and all the children across the PrePrep were 
able to handle and have a first-hand experience 
of locusts, cockroaches and African Land snails.  
New experiences 
My sincere thanks to Mrs Brown for providing 
this invaluable experience on both sites.  There 
were certainly some fascinating questions and 
facial reactions from the children.  Some 
surprises were that the snails were so heavy, 
the locusts had ears on their legs and that the 
cockroaches were so smooth.  I will have to let 
Mrs Tucker in the kitchen know that we would 
like a new menu next term to include our new 
food preferences in Reception!  The mini-beast 
adventure continues. 
Mrs Alice Heywood, Acting Head of Pre-Prep 
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MADINGLEY HALL EVENTS 
Madingley Hall Concerts 
Sunday 14th June 2015 at 2.30pm 
’Cello Recital 
Joel Sandelson (’cello) and Alex Rodzianko 
(piano) perform Brahms's second ’cello sonata. 
Admission is free but places must be reserved in 
advance by visiting 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleyconcerts or calling 
01223 746274. 
Madingley Hall Lectures 
Thursday 2nd July 2015 at 7.00pm 
Darwin in Public and Private 
A talk by Dr Alison Pearn, Associate Director of 
the Darwin Correspondence Project, Cambridge 
University Library.  Alison is responsible for the 
day-to-day management of all aspects of the 
Darwin Project, including its outreach 
programme.  She curated the University 
Library’s Darwin Bicentenary exhibition, and 
edited a companion book, A Voyage Round the 
World: Charles Darwin and The Beagle 
Collections of the University of Cambridge (CUP 
2009).  Admission is free but places must be 
reserved in advance by visiting 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleylectures or calling 
01223 746274. 
Sustainable Food Day 
Madingley Hall is holding a Sustainable Food 
Day on Tuesday 18th August to promote local 
and seasonal foods to which all residents are 
invited.  
The event is still at the planning stage, but nine 
suppliers have confirmed attendance and the 
Food Park has been invited to serve street food 
outside to entice guests in.  As well as local 
suppliers the Arthur Rank Hospice, one of the 
Hall’s adopted charities, has taken a stall and 
they will use this event as an opportunity to raise 
funds and increase awareness.  Cambridge 
Sustainable Food is involved and the 
Sustainable Restaurant Association will also 
promote the event. 
The organisers also wondered if any residents 
would like to have a stall at the event? 
The event is likely to run from 11am–2pm (over 
lunchtime) and it is hoped to attract local 
businesses to promote local foods, some stalls 
operating like a farmers’ market where visitors 
can purchase goods or buy lunch and eat their 
way round.  It will be open to the public and the 
Colleges.  No charge will be made for stands or 
visitors as the organisers see this as an 
opportunity to highlight and promote local food, 
suppliers, the Hall and the Village. 

If you are interested in having a stall or 
contributing to this event please contact Paul 
Wright, Catering Manager on 01223 746230 or 
by email at paul.wright@ice.cam.ac.uk 
‘Bioblitz’ 
Richard Gant, Head Gardener, has contributed 
the following: 
BioBlitz events aim to catalogue as much 
biodiversity as possible in a single location over 
a period of 24 hours.  Not only does this provide 
a valuable record of species found in a specific 
area, but it is also a great opportunity for 
members of the public to get involved and to 
learn more about local wildlife from a team of 
experts. 
The Cambridge BioBlitz event for 2014 took 
place at Madingley Hall, from 5pm on Friday 
27th June to 5pm on Saturday 28th June, and 
was coordinated by the University Museum of 
Zoology, the Institute of Continuing Education 
and the University of Cambridge Public 
Engagement team.  
Survey results 
The results of the survey are now in!  Despite 
the wet weather, 381 different species of 
animals and plants were recorded, including two 
species of bats (Common and Soprano 
Pipistrelle), 17 species of birds, 68 species of 
moths and butterflies, eight species of 
dragonflies and damselflies, 29 species of other 
insects, 18 species of slugs and snails, and 238 
species of plants!  The event was well-attended 
with around 270 members of the public coming 
along on the day and 20 experts taking part.  
This wealth of species found in a relatively small 
area of Cambridgeshire shows how diverse the 
UK countryside can be for wildlife and how 
important it is to conserve our natural 
environment. 
Diversity of species 
Madingley Hall boasts beautiful gardens, with a 
wealth of flower-rich borders and wilder areas of 
meadow that are home to many species of 
animals and plants.  The gardens themselves 
have also evolved substantially over this time, 
from formal gardens in the 17th century to more 
naturalistic landscapes and parkland in the 18th 
century.  Although only eight acres, Madingley 
includes a diverse range of habitats, including 
woodland, encroaching scrub, ponds and lakes, 
improved grassland, unimproved meadow and 
kept gardens.  This diversity of different habitats 
is likely to reflect a diversity of species of 
animals and plants that live there. 
  

7



CHURCH NEWS 
The last time I wrote, we were looking forward to 
the coming of Spring, with the cheering and 
beautiful display of daffodils and celandines up 
the whole length of the Hall drive, and the 
celebration of Easter.  Equally encouraging was 
the number of people attending our service 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Day; the joy of the day is increased by the 
experience of it being shared with so many 
others. 
Celebrations 
As in many other areas of life, as a priest I 
frequently have little time to draw breath before 
moving on to the next thing.  On this occasion it 
was to participate in the celebration of the 
wedding of Katie and Tim Fletcher on Easter 
Monday, which also had an additional special 
aspect.  Katie’s mother and I had trained 
together for ordination at Westcott House in 
Cambridge, and so Priscilla played a dual role 
on this occasion, not only as mother of the bride, 
but in sharing in officiating at the service. 
Since then we have held the service of Prayer 
and Dedication After Civil Marriage, (often called 
a ‘wedding blessing’) after the wedding of 
Dianne and Doug Williamson.  This too was a 
wonderful celebration, and even the weather 
was on its best behaviour after a pessimistic 
forecast.  There will be more weddings to come 
as the Summer proceeds, so we are never short 
of the opportunity to share in families’ times of 
rejoicing, and the hope it holds for the future.  
Added to this we are looking forward to similarly 
joyful services with two baptisms to come in May 
and June. 
Caring for our church 
However in order to have a building to which we  

 
can welcome people, there is always work to be 
done in caring for its fabric and the surrounding 
churchyard.  We have a dedicated team of 
people who clean and care for the church 
regularly, and others who keep the churchyard 
tidy, to whom we are really grateful.  Visitors to 
the church as well as the regular congregation 
do recognize that it is well cared for, and that 
does affect how people respond to the church.   
Besides this, once a year there is a churchyard 
working party held on a Saturday during May 
(see photograph below, taken this year on 16th). 
Open Gardens 
Also during May, Madingley Hall participated in 
the annual Open Gardens day, when the church 
enjoys the opportunity to serve teas to the many 
visitors.  I was told last year by one family that 
they make a point of putting this event in their 
diary, because we serve the best cakes in 
Cambridge.  If you missed it this year, look out 
for it next year! 
Restored altar frontal 
May was a busy month for us, with Pentecost 
Sunday on 24th May, when the fabric hangings 
in the church are red, symbolizing the red of the 
flames which descended when the Holy Spirit 
came upon the disciples after Jesus’ ascension.  
For many months we had been without our red 
altar frontal because time had taken its toll and it 
was badly in need of restoration.  We are very 
grateful to the wonderfully skilled team of ladies 
from the National Association of Decorative and 
Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS), who worked long 
and hard to restore it.  We welcomed 
representatives from their group to our service 
on Pentecost, when the frontal was rededicated 
to the glory of God. 
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Annual review 
At this time of year all churches are required to 
hold their annual parochial church meetings, 
when the previous year is reviewed, and 
elections are held for those who will lead the 
church in different capacities for the next 12 
months.  We are no different, and are pleased 
that our churchwardens, Stuart Fox and Alan 
Clarke were willing to be re-elected.  Our thanks 
were expressed too to Sue Baldwin for 
preparing all the paperwork (and all the other 
administrative things she turns her hand to in the 
course of the year).  One major item under 
discussion was the plans for the ‘West End 
Development’ of the church, which you can read 
about in more detail below.  It is the sign of a 
vibrant viable church that we can look forward to 
the future with such enthusiasm and hope. 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 
 

 
 
WEST END DEVELOPMENT AT ST MARY 
MAGDALENE 
Plans for improvements at the West End of St 
Mary Magdalene Church are underway. 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) has 
engaged the local Cambridge architect, Ashley 
Courtney and drawings have been submitted 
after consulting members of the Fabric 
Committee.  
New facilities 
The improvements include a new disabled 
lavatory in the base of the tower at the west end 
of the church, with a tea making preparation unit 
on the wall alongside.  The whole aspect of the 
back of the church will be transformed with 
unified oak panelling, to harmonise with oak 
pews and furniture used throughout the church 
already. 
At the same time, three pews at the back of the 
nave are to be cleared away as well as the 
curtained area at present used as a vestry.  This 
will free up space to allow refreshments to be 
served.  

Wider use 
The reason for all this is to enable wider use of 
the church not only after services but at other 
functions such as concerts and talks. 
Pews in the north aisle will be moved against the 
wall to further open up the church. For large 
events, such as weddings, new chairs will be 
brought in.  A large table will be installed 
opposite the kitchen unit as a servery, with 
drawers underneath to replace the vestment 
chest at present in the vestry. 
New vestry 
By moving the organ slightly – it is due a major 
service in any case – Ashley has been able to 
provide a new vestry to the rear of the organ, 
and build in cupboards to replace the present 
linen press and other small cupboards.  He has 
been asked to re-use as much of the oak as is 
suitable from the redundant pews and panels. 
A prominent new feature will be a gallery in the 
bell tower.  Ashley has designed it to let in as 
much daylight as possible whilst enhancing the 
lines of the archway which is a fine feature of the 
building.  The gallery will be made accessible by 
a steep and narrow staircase.  The church bells 
will be chimed from there. 
Water supply 
Water will be supplied via a new trench from the 
church gates, and a drain connected to the 
sewers in Church Lane, following the same 
route as much as possible. 
Approval in principal has been received already. 
Now these detailed proposals will be submitted 
to the Diocese and the Planning Department 
and will go out to tender.  Then we will know 
exactly how much more money we need to 
raise! 
The plans are posted in the church where you 
are most welcome to view them.  
Henry Day, Chairman, Madingley PCC 
 
 
VILLAGE EVENT – HELP AND IDEAS 
NEEDED! 
Madingley Parish Council would like to support 
an event for people of all ages, on a Sunday 
afternoon in July. 
One suggestion is for a picnic lunch followed by 
children's entertainment and concluding with tea. 
But first, we need to know your views and 
suggestions, as well as any offers of help. 
Please email Leigh Baffa, Parish Council Clerk 
(lbaffa@ntlworld.com), with ‘Village Event’ as 
the subject. 
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TOAD RESCUE 
There have been a number of unusual features 
to this year’s amphibian breeding migration in 
Madingley.  There were fewer, early, mild damp 
evenings than usual, so animals were slower 
getting to the lake.  Cooler than usual water, 
once they arrived, delayed spawning.  This was 
perhaps fortuitous, as the University’s work on 
the lake banks was running behind schedule.  
During a typical year, the migration would have 
commenced before this work would have been 
completed, potentially causing problems. 
The sex-ratio of Toads varies from year to year 
and breeding males in Madingley always 
outnumber females, resulting in considerable 
competition.  This year, though, has seen a 
substantial and unusual reduction in females.  
Initially, we thought this might be restricted to 
Madingley but we have recently discovered that 
something similar has happened at another site 
locally. 
Reasons 
There are a number of possible explanations, 
including the fact that adult toads don't have to 
breed every year, so it’s just possible that a 
larger proportion of females than usual haven’t 
reached breeding condition.  
A more likely explanation is that it reflects an 
actual drop in adult female numbers, possibly 
due to a poor breeding season about four years 
ago.  But why wouldn’t this necessarily result in 
an obvious corresponding drop in males?  Males 
can start breeding when they are younger than 
females (some are as young as two years old, 
compared to at least three for females).  They 
always outnumber females because they have 
had ‘less time to die’ before reaching breeding 
age and, if they are living as long as females, 
there will also be a greater spread of ages 
present in the male breeding population.  So, if 
there was a particularly bad breeding season 
four years ago, there would have been a drop in 
three year old males last year, but it might not 
have been so obvious because of their overall 
greater numbers and the greater spread of ages. 

 
Male Common Toad 

 
Frogs and toads 
Since the last dredging operation a few years 
ago, fish numbers in the lake increased 
substantially.  During this time, there has been a 
drop in the toad breeding population but we are 
uncertain whether there is any link between the 
two.  Unlike frog tadpoles, toad tadpoles are 
distasteful and avoided by at least some fish, 
though they do have to be chewed a bit before 
the fish can tell them apart and spit out the nasty 
ones.  This, perhaps, isn’t particularly helpful for 
the survival of the toad tadpoles! 
Recently, we used hydrophones (underwater 
microphones) to listen to the lake sounds.  Large 
numbers of Lesser Water Boatmen were heard, 
sounding rather like swarms of grasshoppers.  
These are predatory and can feed on tadpoles 
but we don’t know whether their numbers are 
the same as usual, or how big an impact any 
increase might have on toad breeding success. 
As for the other amphibians, we found very few 
frogs, and it was a fairly typical year for Smooth 
and Great Crested Newts, with the latter mainly 
being found near the lake and also the small 
field pond adjacent to the Anglian Water 
driveway. 
With thanks, as always, for the support from 
Madingley residents. 
William Seale 
 
 
HOME INSULATION GRANT SCHEME 
EXTENDED 
A solid wall scheme which provides funding to 
help insulate older homes in the county has 
been extended until September 2015. 
The scheme, run by Action on Energy 
Cambridgeshire, a partnership of local councils, 
was set up in March last year to encourage the 
uptake of energy-saving improvements in older 
properties.  
Homeowners could receive a grant of up to 
£6,000 towards the cost of insulating their 
homes to improve comfort and bring down the 
bills.  Cavity wall insulation is not an option if you 
have an older home with solid walls, but internal 
or external insulation is a suitable alternative.  
This scheme makes it easier to get the work 
done, and brings the cost down to an affordable 
level. 
For more information contact Action on Energy 
on 0800 093 3303 (or visit 
www.actiononenergy.net). 
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QTSQ OIL CLUB 
Review of 2014 
The price of crude oil – and therefore of home 
heating oil – has fallen during the past 12 
months, giving a welcome relief to those who 
heat their houses by oil.  For the QTSQ Oil Club, 
during 2014, 174 households in Barton, Coton, 
Grantchester and Madingley ordered oil totalling 
302,252 litres, worth around £150,000.  Of these, 
132 members ordered over 1,000 litres each 
during the year, for which our oil broker, Agricole, 
donates £5 each to local good causes, making a 
total of £660 raised this year. 
How the club works 
The Club enables residents of Barton, Coton, 
Grantchester and Madingley to club together 
and get volume discounts by bulk-buying home 
heating oil.  There is no membership fee or 
paperwork. 
The Club is administered by a broker called 
Jeremy Cole of Agricole Oil in Cambourne who 
now runs nearly 300 village oil clubs. 
In 2014, Agricole traded 1.2 million litres through 
local village oil clubs (over four million litres in 
total) and distributed over £2,700 back to local 
village charities/local clubs and organisations. 
How to order 
There are two ways to order: 

• phone/email any time, and your oil will be 
delivered within two to three days.  This 
gets you a normal discount, as your 
order will be bulked up with all the other 
people who order on that day; or 

• phone/email in the last week of a month, 
to join the month-end scheme, and get 
delivery by the 7th of the next month.  
This gets a bigger discount, as more 
people target this time of the month.  
This is also much greener, as the oil 
tanker only needs to visit the village 
once. 

You can order in the following ways: 
• www.agricoleoil.co.uk (the best way) 
• jeremy@agricole.co.uk 
• 01954 719 452 

Francis Burkitt, Acting Chairman of QTSQ–OC 
(until anyone volunteers to take over) 
 
REPAIRS TO MADINGLEY HALL GATES 
The need to make changes to the design of the 
main gates of Madingley Hall arose originally in 
July 2011, following a small electrical fire in the 
main building at the Hall.  The emergency 
vehicle that was dispatched by the Fire Service 

had difficulty passing under the gates’ over-
mantel and highlighted the need for the gates to 
be adapted. 

Plan of gates – existing 

The University was not in a position at the time 
to take a quick decision as to how best to 
address to this situation and so the over-mantel 
was removed to prevent a potential repetition of 
the situation. 
The University submitted a Listed Building and 
Planning Application for the repair work in early 
January 2015 and discussions with and between 
South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) 
and English Heritage have been ongoing since 
then on the various options that have been 
worked up on the University’s behalf by the 
architects, Freeland Rees Roberts. 
It is proposed that the existing over-mantel will 
be adapted together with the supporting gate 
posts, to create extra headroom.  See below the 
sketch plan of the favoured option showing what 
the gates will look like when the work is 
completed.  This and the other options are 
currently with SCDC for consideration and the 
University is waiting for a decision to be made. 

 
Plan of gates – proposed 
The work on the gates is being coordinated by 
Douglas Bowen, the nominated Estate 
Management Building Surveyor for the Hall and 
the work is being planned to be carried out at 
the same time as that of the strengthening of the 
sham bridge in August 2015. 
Richard Griffin, Senior Estates Surveyor 
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NEW MP FOR SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
A message from Heidi Allen MP 

 
‘I am absolutely delighted to be able to write to 
you as your new Member of Parliament!  In the 
early hours of 8th May 2015, I was elected to 
represent every person, every business, every 
school and organisation in South 
Cambridgeshire and I can’t tell you how proud 
that makes me feel.  
‘During the election campaign I tried to meet as 
many people as possible and convey to them 
that if successful, I would always be 
approachable, available and crucially listening.  I 
come to politics from business having worked in 
both the public and private sectors and more 
recently running my own firm.  In my working life 
I discovered that the best decisions I made were 
as a consequence of listening to the people who 
would be affected by those decisions.  
‘I want to carry that ethos forward, so if you are 
worried about anything, need my help, want to 
talk to me – please feel that you can.  You can 
call my office on 01954 211444, email me 
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk, write to me at 
153 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ or you 
can tweet me @heidiallen75.  I am here 
because you put me there, and I will NEVER 
forget that.’ 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
District Council elections 
Firstly, I am honoured that Barton Ward (Barton, 
Coton, Grantchester and Madingley) has re-
elected me as its representative on South 
Cambridgeshire District Council for the next four 

years.  I am grateful for your trust, and will try to 
repay it by working hard for the villages, 
residents and the area. 
Draft Local Plans 
As you’ll recall, the draft Local Plans are SCDC 
and Cambridge City’s plans for (a) how many 
houses need to be built between now and 2031; 
and (b) where they should go.  Both Councils 
have draft plans, which took about three years to 
draw up, and which have been approved by 
votes of Councillors at both Councils.  But 
before being adopted, an external Government 
Inspector has to ‘examine them in public’ and 
declare that they are ‘sound’ – just that single 
word, ‘sound’! 
The Inspector has recently written to both 
Councils, saying that they had not put forward 
enough evidence to support (a) their estimate for 
the number of houses needed – the Inspector 
suspected that more were needed; and (b) 
where they should go – the Inspector said they 
the Councils had not provided sufficient 
evidence for their decision to put very few 
houses in the Cambridge Green Belt. 
So the Councils’ draft Local Plans have not been 
thrown out – it is just that more evidence is 
needed to support them which will take about six 
to nine months to gather. 
If the Inspector then judges that that new 
evidence is satisfactory, she will then 
presumably declare the plans ‘sound’ (or, ‘sound 
if you make the following minor changes’).  Or, if 
she deems the new evidence unsatisfactory, 
then we will be back to Square One and have to 
spend another two to three years working on a 
new draft Local Plan from scratch, with more 
houses and more development on the Green 
Belt. 
A Local Plan does two things.  It says where 
new houses should be put and also where they 
should not go (i.e. everywhere that is not 
allocated for housing).  So whilst we don’t have 
an approved Local Plan, developers can put in 
planning applications and say (using a triple 
negative) ‘you don’t have a Plan that says 
housing is not allocated here, so you can’t 
refuse me permission’.  Happily for the 
QTSQ/Barton Ward, that argument is much 
more difficult to run in Green Belt. 
City Deal 
The City Deal also paused during the election 
period, but we now have meetings of the 
Assembly (which I am on) and Board in June 
and July.  The A428 / Madingley Hill & Road 
‘transport corridor’, and the route from there to 
M11 Junction 13 (and thence to the 
Addenbrooke’s Biomedical Campus) is high up 
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the agenda. Vast sums of money (£50m+) have 
been provisionally allocated to that corridor, 
mainly to improve bus journeys.  The four Parish 
Councils and I will need to be vigilant in 
responding to the plans, but it’s also up to every 
resident to comment as well. 
Trumpington Meadows 
This is technically outside Barton Ward, but is of 
great interest to neighbouring Grantchester and 
Haslingfield residents, amongst others.  The 
plans to move Cambridge United stadium to 
Trumpington Meadows have thankfully been 
dropped.  The developers continue to seek 
permission for 450–550 more houses, pushing 
further south from the existing development, 
towards the M11; and they are now offering 
playing fields and a three-storey sports hall for 
members of the public north of the M11, and 
playing fields for Cambridge United south of it.  
This last item would, for the first time, be a non-
agricultural use of the land south of the M11. 
Drainage gulleys 
Finally – hooray!  We've got the blocked 
drainage gulleys cleared along Mill Way, 
Grantchester and, in Barton, by Conkers bus 
stop and along Haslingfield Road. 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 

BIKEBUS EXPLORER 
As Summer approaches, if you’d like to take a 
bike ride into the countryside south west of 
Cambridge, then the District Council’s BikeBus 
Explorer might be of interest.  The BikeBus 
Explorer is a bus that pulls a 20-bike trailer 
behind it and runs four times a day, on Sundays 
and Easter/May/August Bank Holidays. 
The idea is that the bus/trailer will get you and 
your family out into the countryside quickly, so 
you can then enjoy a cycle ride or walk through 
the villages, before taking the bus/trailer back 
home.  
It leaves Cambridge along the Barton Road at 
9.15am, 11.45am, 2.45pm and 7.15pm.  It then 
goes past Wimpole Hall and as far as 
Gamlingay and the Gransdens, before looping 
back via Longstowe.  There are a number of 
stops along the way where you can get on and 
off. 
There is a modest charge, which varies 
according to how far you go.  The largest charge 
is for unlimited hopping on and off the whole 
way round, and is £5/adult, £2/bike and half-
price for children. 
Full details are at: www.scambs.gov.uk/bikebus-
explorer 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BUSES BETWEEN MADINGLEY AND CAMBRIDGE 
Outbound services pick up in Cambridge Road adjacent to the Madingley Hall gates roundabout and 
arrive at Drummer Street Bus Station (Bay 3).  Inbound services begin at Drummer Street Bus Station 
(Bay 3) and stop in the High Street near the Village Hall. 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 2 (Monday to Friday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
07.42   08.00 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street Madingley 
17.45   18.05 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 8 (Monday to Saturday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
09.50   10.10 
11.00   11.20 
14.00   14.20 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street  Madingley 
10.20   10.40 
12.30   12.50 
16.30   17.00 
Madingley Road Park & Ride 
Bus services: 
Monday to Friday: 6.30am to 8.40pm 
Saturday: 7.30am to 8.40pm 
Sunday: 5.30am to 6.10pm 
Bank Holidays: as Sunday 
Charges are made for parking at each of the five Cambridge Park & Ride sites.  These are as follows: 
• Up to 1 hour: free 
• 1 to 18 hours: £1 
• 18 to 24 hours: £10 
• 24 to 48 hours: £20 
• 48 to 72 hours: £30 
Discounted charges are available if (daily parking) season tickets are purchased online at: 
https://cambridgeshireparkandride.keyivr.com 
Concessionary fare pass holders can travel free on Park & Ride services after 9.30am, Monday to Friday, 
and all day during weekends and Bank Holidays.  However, they are still liable for the parking charge. 
The Uni 4 service operated by Stagecoach runs from Madingley Park & Ride to Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
with several stops in between. 
This information was believed correct at the time of going to press. 
Please note: Whippet Service No. 2 is not currently advertised on the village bus stops.  Stagecoach 
service No. 14 is advertised on village bus stops but has not run since June 2012. 
 
MADINGLEY ROYAL MAIL COLLECTION TIMES (AS ADVERTISED) 
From the small box near No. 31, High Street 
Monday to Friday: 4.30pm 
Saturday: 11.45am 
From the pillar box near Madingley Hall gates 
Monday to Friday: 9.00am 
Saturday: 7.00am 
From Monday to Friday, a later collection (7.00pm) is made from Cambridge Mail Centre, Clifton Road, 
Cambridge CB1 7AJ 
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NEWSPAPERS DELIVERED 

HARDWICK STORES 
(99 Cambridge Road, CB23 7QG) 

will deliver your daily and 
weekly newspapers to two 
drop off points (Granary 
Court and the Church) and 
also to individual homes 

Delivery charges negotiable 

For more information, 
telephone Hardwick Stores 

on 01954 210437 
(email: t_bhathu@btconnect.com) 

COMPETITIVE PRICES & 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
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