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FROM THE EDITORS 
Welcome to this Winter issue of Madingley News – and thank you to everyone who has 
contributed material for inclusion. 
In this issue, we feature Parish News from local committees, societies and clubs, as well as 
information on forthcoming events, such as the annual Village Quiz and an illustrated report on 
the Cambridge Jackdaw Project. 
The next issue of Madingley News will be published on 10th March and the copy deadline for 
receipt of articles and advertisements is 10th February. 
We look forward to receiving your news and illustrations and in the meantime we wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Roger and Lesley Buckley 
Email: madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01954 211276
 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Refurbishment 
I write this article as contractors are busy 
working on the Phase 3 Improvements to 
the Hall.  The new suspended ceiling is 
complete and covered with a blanket of 
insulation.  Our electrical contractors are 
completing the lighting and ventilation 
scheme and the carpenter is replacing the 
original windows at the back of the Hall.  
The next contractors to arrive will be the 
plumbers and window installation team.  We 
have been delighted with the commitment 
and quality of workmanship produced by all 
the tradespeople working on the building. 
I would like to record our appreciation to our 
funders for making these improvements 
possible:  

WREN (Waste Recycling Environmental 
Limited) 
National Lottery ‘Awards for All’ 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Madingley Parish Council 

Photographs and a full report will be 
included in the next Madingley News. 
Quiz Night 
A Quiz Night has been arranged for 
Saturday 21st February at the Village Hall 
with doors open at 7.15pm and the quiz 
starting at 7.30pm.  Please contact me to 
register your team which can include 
members from your club, workplace, family 
or neighbourhood – all ages are welcome 
but to ensure that competition is fair, team 
numbers must not exceed six! 

 
 
 
Entrance is £7.50 per head to include a 
glass of wine or soft drink on your arrival 
and a delicious spread of savoury nibbles, 
bread and cheese during the interval.  The 
Sports and Social Club Bar will be open 
throughout the evening.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to this very enjoyable event. 
The Management Committee looks forward 
to welcoming you to the Hall for meetings, 
family get-togethers and other social 
functions.  If you would like to find out more 
about hiring it please contact me by phone 
(01954 210766) or email 
(chrisbaldwin1000@gmail.com). 
Chris Baldwin 
Chairman, Madingley Village Hall 
Management Committee 

 
 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
CELEBRATION 
Saturday 14th February 2015 at 10.30am 
(please note change of date) 
The Management Committee requests the 
pleasure of your company at a 
CELEBRATION to mark the completion of 
the Phase 3 improvements to the Hall. 
Coffee, tea, soft drinks and cake will be 
served. 
R.S.V.P. to Roger Buckley 
email madingley.newsletter@gmail.com, or 
telephone 01954 211276 
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
Please have a look at the Parish website, 
www.madingleyparish.net, which records all 
the Minutes.  The highlights are: 
Wheelie Bin Stickers 
In order to finance measures for reducing 
the speed of traffic through the village, the 
Parish Council has applied for funding of 
£10,000 from Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s Local Highways Improvements 
Fund.  A further ten per cent will be added 
by the Parish Council.  The result of the 
application will not be known until January 
2015 and final decisions may take even 
longer. 
In the meantime, the Parish Council has 
purchased 30mph wheelie bin stickers, as 
advised by South Cambridgeshire District 
Council.  These are being distributed to 
strategically selected households along The 
Avenue, High Street and Church Lane. If 
you live within a 30mph area and feel a set 
of stickers would be helpful, please let us 
know and we will consider placing another 
order. 
Salt Bins 
All residents are free to help themselves to 
salt for their own use from the three large 
yellow salt bins on the roadside. The County 
Council kindly provides the salt; the Parish 
Council paid for the bins. 
Playground 
We are investigating alternative drainage for 
the lower part of the playground and a 
villager is looking into the costs of installing 
a zip wire.  We would welcome your input at 
the next Parish Council meeting on 
Wednesday 14th January to help us decide 
if this should be purchased.  
If you can assist with any playground 
maintenance, please contact me or any 
Parish Councillor. 
A14 Proposals 
In the next few weeks we hope to see 
updated proposals for the widened A14 from 
Girton Interchange to Fenstanton, from 
where there will be a new dual carriageway 
to Brampton by the A1.  So far we have not 
had any response to the question of closing 
The Avenue from Cambridgeshire County 
Council. 

NW Cambridge and West Cambridge 
The Parish Council has been asked to join a 
consultation body to discuss the future of 
both these areas. 
Cycle Path 
No progress has been made since the last 
issue.  It is hoped that the new A14 
proposals will provide some clarity on future 
possibilities and they may include some new 
cycle path proposals. 
Keep Our Village Safe 
For the safety of passers-by, please could 
everyone try to maintain their hedgerows, 
bushes and trees to prevent them 
overhanging the pavement and causing 
injury.  It would also be helpful if leaves 
could be swept off adjoining pavements 
where possible. 
November Bonfire 
Once again this was well attended and 
thank you to everyone who helped to make 
it a success.  We have asked the University 
if another can be held in the same place on 
7th November 2015. 
Traffic Surveys 
Two traffic surveys have been done recently.  
This is one of the most important issues for 
the village so please let your Parish 
Councillors know what you would like to see 
happen.  At the moment every suggestion 
put to Cambridgeshire County Council is 
declined for lack of available funds. 
Next Parish Council Meeting 
This will be held on Wednesday 14th 
January and is the meeting when next 
year’s budget will be set.  Please come 
along and give your views.  As usual, free 
wine will be served. 
Helping Our Neighbours 
I would like to compile a list of villagers who 
are less able and may not have their own 
transport but might from time to time need 
transport or just a friendly chat.  I would also 
like to hear from villagers who are prepared 
to help either by visiting someone on their 
own or to take someone on an essential trip. 
Please give me a call on 01954 211536 
Edward Byam-Cook 
Chairman, Madingley Parish Council  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sunday 14th December at 3.00pm 
Parish Church 
Christingle Service 

Sunday 21st December at 4.00pm 
Parish Church 
Lessons and Carols 

Wednesday 24th December at 11.30pm 
Parish Church 
Midnight Mass 

Thursday 25th December at 10.00am 
Parish Church 
Family Christmas Eucharist 

Wednesday 14th January at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday 14th February at 10.30am 
Village Hall 
Celebration of Phase 3 improvements 

Thursday 19th February at 7.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Madingley Hall Lecture: Prof. G. Ward 
‘Why is Modern Poetry Difficult?’ 

Saturday 21st February at 2.00pm 
Park Farm, Church Lane, Madingley 
Madingley History Group 
Visit to Park Farm 

Saturday 21st February at 7.15pm 
Village Hall 
Quiz Night 

Tuesday 17th March at 7.30pm 
Village Hall 
Madingley History Group 
‘The Cambridgeshire Regiment and the 
Great War’ 

Monday 23rd March at 7.00pm 
Madingley Hall 
Madingley Hall Lecture: Dr. C. Smith 

Thursday 2nd April 
Madingley Hall 
Open Day 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Coton School  01954 210339 
County Councillor 
Stephen Frost  01954 211444 
stephen.frost @cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 
District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt  01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 
Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Madingley School  01954 210309 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin  01954 210766 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674 
Parish Church Wardens 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 
Stuart Fox   01480 469431 
Church Secretary 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 
Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook/Chair 01954 211536 
Mark Robinson 
Joan Hinde 
Nicky Holdstock 
Geoff Tobin 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers  0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 
(Alex Giltinane – Cambourne) 
Sports & Social Club 
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 
Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale  01223 316561 
Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin  01954 210766 
Village Newsletter  
Roger & Lesley Buckley 01954 211276 
madingley.newsletter@gmail.com 
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MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP  
Winter/Spring Programme 2014-15 
Tuesday 2nd December at 7.30pm  
‘Botanical Illustration’ 
A talk by Georita Harriott 
We were delighted that Georita Harriott, who 
lives in the village and is a renowned 
botanical illustrator, could join us for this 
meeting.  She works for the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew and has won three Royal 
Horticultural Society gold medals. 
Georita told us about the background history 
of botanical drawing, starting with the old 
herbals.  She also explained why she works 
as an illustrator, who she works for and how 
botanical drawings are used today. 
Saturday 21st February at 2.00pm 
Visit to Park Farm, Church Lane, 
Madingley 
This visit has been arranged by Bruce Wicks 
who works at the Farm.  There will be a 
short talk in the Lecture Room followed by 
visit to the Dairy Unit and Lambing Shed.  
Please meet at the Farm – parking is 
available. 
There is a limit of 30 visitors for this event, 
so please can members let Sue know as 
soon as possible if you would like to 
attend.  No pregnant women will be allowed 
into the lambing shed because of a very 
small risk of infection. 
Tuesday 17th March at 7.30pm  
‘The Cambridgeshire Regiment and The 
Great War’ 
An illustrated talk by Felix Jackson 
Many of the young Madingley men who 
served during World War 1 were part of the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment, a territorial army 
formed in 1908.  Felix Jackson will trace the 
history of the Regiment through those years 
telling us how they were trained and their 
experiences in the battlefields of France and 
Belgium. 
All meetings are held at Madingley Village 
Hall unless otherwise indicated.  Annual 
membership costs £8 per year.  Visitors are 
welcome to attend individual meetings but 
are asked to contribute £3 to History Group 
funds.  Further information is available from 
Sue Baldwin (01954 210766; 
suebaldwin1000@gmail.com). 

CAMBRIDGE JACKDAW PROJECT 
This year has been a productive year for the 
Cambridge Jackdaw Project (CJP) here in 
Madingley. 
In mid-May, 67 nest boxes were occupied 
by jackdaw breeding pairs, with a total of 
117 chicks (typically one to three chicks per 
box).  By early June, chicks from 61 nest 
boxes fledged into the open world. 

 
The CJP has been active for over four years 
now, and sadly some of the nest boxes have 
not held up against the weather.  Although 
some only require minor repairs, it is likely 
that over time, boxes will have to be 
removed.  Nevertheless, research must go 
on!  
Winter flocks are now beginning to re-form, 
and it has always been a mystery why so 
many jackdaws and rooks gather in 
Madingley and how far they go travelling 
during the day.  Eight jackdaws and ten 
rooks have been fitted with small radio 
trackers on their tail-feathers to track their 
movements across Cambridgeshire for the 
next six months. 

 
Our data so far shows that birds move 
between roosts in the area, but this may 
change as the weather turns colder and the 
Madingley roost becomes larger. 
Gabrielle Davidson 
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MADINGLEY PRE-PREP SCHOOL 

 
This term the Pre-prep children have been 
discovering that learning can often be a 
multi-sensory experience.  Whether it is 
taking part in a design technology lesson or 
exploring and understanding the 
environment around them, the children have 
enjoyed engaging with the learning in novel 
ways.  
Our Year 1 and 2 children spent their topic 
lessons this week examining the properties 
of seaweed.  Having understood the 
different parts of the marine algae, they 
researched what it can be used for and 
discovered that it can be eaten – a cookery 
lesson followed in which they prepared a 
colourful seaweed spaghetti salad.  Tasting 
the seaweed afterwards was a memorable 
experience and will mean that the children 
do not forget their seaweed research! 
The youngest children in the Pre-prep have 
a natural talent for using all of their senses 
when engaging with an activity.  Our 
Kindergarten Class has recently been on a 
'listening walk' around the school.  With the 
school being surrounded by trees and fields 
they heard lots of birds and the tractors 
passing by. 
The Reception class has been making the 
most of the change in weather for their 
sensory learning experiences: the 
Madingley children have used the puddles 
of rain to mix mud concoctions in their 
outdoor mud kitchen and have then worked 
together to find a variety of ways to transport 
their experiments around the outside area. 
It is a pleasure to see the children making 
full use of their surroundings as part of their 
learning experience.  Involving all of the 
senses in the learning process means that 
the children need to be confident to try 
something new, to take a risk and to talk 
about what they have discovered and 
getting covered in mud helps make the 
learning even more memorable! 
Sarah Holyoake, Head  
The Stephen Perse Pre-Prep School 

NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN 
CEMETERY 
It was good to see a large number at our 
recent Veterans Day ceremony.  The 
weather was kind to us and those who 
attended commented favourably on the 
event which was hosted for us by the 501st 
Combat Support Wing under the command 
of Col Angela Cadwell. 
It has also been very pleasing to see many 
of you take the time to visit our new 
Interpretive Centre.  Hopefully the new 
onsite signage will be with us soon making it 
easier to find us. 
We have also appreciated seeing many of 
the younger generation making good use of 
this facility, in particular the local schools 
which are now bringing their pupils to 
experience the Centre at first hand. 
I do encourage those of you who have not 
visited the new Centre to do so.  By the very 
nature of the Cemetery we ask you to be 
mindful of the onset of Winter and especially 
the early arrival of darkness. 
Arthur Brookes 
Cemetery Guide and Certified Interpretive 
Presenter 
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MADINGLEY HALL LECTURES 
Thursday 19th February at 7.00pm  
Professor Geoff Ward – Why is Modern 
Poetry Difficult? 
Professor Ward tries to get to the source of 
the discomfort that many readers 
experience in their encounters with modern 
poetry.  He asks whether schools are to 
blame for instilling a fear of poetry, or 
whether poetry itself has taken any wrong 
turnings following the innovations of T S 
Eliot, the Surrealists, and others.  In this 
critical but also autobiographical account, he 
takes us on a journey at whose end the 
difficulty of poetry is shown to be not so 
much a mountain to climb, as a pleasure to 
be enjoyed. 

 
Professor Geoffrey Ward PhD FRSA has 
been Principal of Homerton College, 
University of Cambridge since 2013, prior to 
which he worked as Vice Principal and 
Professor of English and Creative Writing at 
Royal Holloway, University of London.  His 
critical books include Statutes of Liberty: 
The New York School of Poets (1993, 2001) 
and he has published several collections of 
his own poetry, most recently Worry Dream 
(2013).  He writes and presents occasional 
broadcasts on American writers for BBC 
Radio 3, and is a member of the editorial 
board of The Cambridge Quarterly. 
Monday 23rd March at 7.00pm 
Madingley Hall Lecture – title to be 
confirmed 
A talk by Dr Chris Smith, Public 
Understanding of Science Fellow at the 
Institute of Continuing Education.  Chris is a 
consultant virologist based in the University 
Department of Pathology and in the PHE 
(Public Health England) diagnostic  

 
microbiology laboratory at Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital.  He has made a major contribution 
to the public understanding of science in 
recent years through his multi-award-
winning Naked Scientists project. 
Admission to the Madingley Hall Lectures is 
free but places must be reserved in advance.  
To reserve your place, visit 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleylectures or 
call 01223 746274. 
 
 
MADINGLEY HALL LAKE RESTORATION 
WORK 
For Health & Safety reasons, the paths 
around the Front Lake at Madingley Hall will 
be closed for around three weeks from late 
November to allow contractors to undertake 
essential work to re-grade the banks of the 
lake and to remove bull rushes and reeds. 
Richard Griffin, Senior Estates Surveyor 
from Cambridge University explains the 
reasons for this work.  He says: “Over time, 
the banks of the lake have been undermined 
by carp in the lake and this could pose a 
potential risk to individuals who might get 
close the edge and fall in as a consequence.  
We have therefore arranged for the banks to 
be re-graded and the overburden, together 
with a significant amount of the bulrush and 
reed growth, to be removed.  The reshaped 
banks below the water line will be stabilised 
by the laying of coir matting and the areas 
above the waterline will be re-seeded with a 
grass mixture. 
“You will be aware that the Hall is a Grade I 
Listed property and it sits within an English 
Heritage registered Park and Garden.  The 
lake is also sensitive from an ecological 
point of view and this has required Estate 
Management to have to programme the 
work at a time that potentially causes the 
minimum disturbance to the amphibians and 
mammals that are protected and obtain all 
the necessary licences and consents to 
enable the work to proceed. 
“The work, scheduled to start around 1st 
December, means that the permissive path 
that runs around the lake is being closed 
temporarily for the duration of the project 
and will be re-opened on completion.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 
“Do I belong here?” 
I read an interesting article recently by the 
Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, who 
said that a Methodist minister once 
commented to him that members of the 
Church of England want there to be a church 
close to where they live – so that they can 
choose not to go to it.  That may bring a wry 
smile to our lips, but it did cause Mr Walker to 
reflect on the different ways people belong to 
a church, and over the years he came up with 
some interesting ideas. 
He says that there are basically four ways of 
belonging.  The first group belong through 
what may be broadly referred to as activities.  
They are happy to commit to doing things on 
a regular basis, which includes attending 
church services regularly.  They are the back-
bone of the local church, but, as he says, a 
body is more than its back-bone. 
The second group respond to events; the 
one-off special occasions in life like baptisms 
and marriages, or in the church’s year – 
Midnight Mass at Christmas, and so on.  They 
too are genuinely seeking to learn more about 
God and to know him personally. 
Then there are the ‘people’ group who identify 
with the church through relationships.  They 
like to feel that they know, and are known by, 
the Vicar.  I live in Girton, and I found it 
amazing that, once I was walking around 
wearing my dog-collar, everyone in the village 
would smile at me and greet me in the street.  
They feel they know me and hope I know 
them too. 
The final group of people are those who feel a 
heightened awareness of God through the 
place, the building, of the church.  They need 
the building to be there in order to visit it for 
times of quiet and the restoration of an inner 
sense of equilibrium. 
Can you find yourself in this list?  I am not 
sure that it is all-encompassing, but it is an 
interesting starting point for further reflection.   
People from all of those groups have been 
represented during the Autumn at a rich 
variety of services and events in the life of the 
church in Madingley, some joyous, and some 
poignant. 
 

 
Farewells 
We have had to acknowledge a deep sense 
of loss in the congregation as a result of the 
death of Dick Seale, who has played an 
enormously important part in the life of the 
church for more than 50 years. Definitely part 
of the back-bone! 

 
Dick was church warden for 33 years, wrote 
the history of the church which is available for 
visitors, drew up the timeline which is on 
display in the church, did a vast amount of 
historical research, and so much more.  
This whole article could be about him, and I 
still would not have completed the account of 
his huge contribution to the life of the church 
in Madingley.  And then, of course, there is 
the toad project. 
The church was absolutely full, with extra 
chairs having to be provided at the service of 
thanksgiving for his life, which while admitting 
to the loss we all feel, was also a tremendous 
statement of faith and gratitude to him, and to 
God for his gifted life. 
Three weeks before this, we welcomed the 
family of Daphne Vigar as they brought her 
ashes back to be placed in the same plot as 
her husband, Gilbert Vigar, who was Vicar in 
Madingley during the 1960s.  There are those 
in Madingley who still remember him; it is 
interesting how the different strands of 
connection are revealed, and that sense of 
belonging appears in yet another form. 
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Services 
The two major Sunday services this Autumn 
have been the Harvest Festival and then the 
Remembrance Sunday service, at which we 
were privileged to have a member of the 
Saxby family laying the wreath and also have 
the medals from the men of the Barlow family 
on display. 
Both these families lost several members 
during the First World War and lived next 
door to each other in semi-detached cottages 
in Madingley.  It is difficult to imagine the 
constant round of grief and despair which 
those two houses must have witnessed. 
Thank you 
On a happier note, Susan Rawlings, our hard-
working and ever-dependable Reader, (or as 
they are now called, ‘Licensed Lay Ministers’ 
or LLMs), celebrated three years ‘in harness’ 
and with two others, was presented with a 
book token at a service at Ely Cathedral as a 
sign of the gratitude of the diocese for the 
major contribution she and others like her 
make to the life of the church (see 
photograph below). 
 
 

Christmas celebrations 
This Christmas time we will be welcoming 
members of the community who will be able 
to make use of the church for their services 
and celebrations of Chrsitmas.  One such 
event will be the Perse Pre-Prep’s Christmas 
play which is always a source of great joy for 
those who witness it. 
Whatever way you may feel that you express 
your sense of belonging, please do know that 
you will be very welcome at any of the 
services, as we celebrate once again the 
source of hope and new life which we see in 
the birth of Jesus. 
The Christingle service on 14th December is 
aimed at young children (toddlers to roughly 
nine years old), and their parents or carers.  
With a very simple format, this is an ideal, 
informal way of telling children what 
Christmas is all about. 
The Service of Lessons and Carols on 
21st December follows the pattern of the well-
known service in King’s College Chapel, and 
makes a good start to the Christmas season 
for everyone. 
Rev’d Christine Barrow 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES: DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Sunday 14th December at 3.00pm   Christingle 
Sunday 21st December at  4.00pm   Lessons and Carols 
Christmas Eve at 11:30pm    Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day at 10.00am    Family Christmas Eucharist

 

 

9



WELCOME TO OUR NEW ARCHDEACON 
The Church of England is what a business 
person would call ‘decentralised’ and has a 
‘flat management structure’ – in other words 
there are a lot of vicars and not many 
bosses!  In Ely Diocese, there are 145 
vicars paid a stipend, assisted by many 
other ordained ministers and curates in 303 
parishes with 335 churches.  For 
administrative purposes the Diocese is 
divided into Archdeaconries, each headed 
by an Archdeacon and we fall under the 
Archdeaconry of Cambridge. 
For many years we enjoyed having John 
Beer – former vicar of Grantchester – as our 
Archdeacon.  Following John’s recent 
retirement our new Archdeacon is Rev Dr 
Alex Hughes. 

 
Alex was born in the Solomon Islands, the 
Pacific paradise islands north-east of 
Australia where his father was teaching.  
After the family returned to the UK, Alex 
studied Theology as an undergraduate at 
Oxford and applied to Oxford Diocese for 
training as an ordinand.  He then got 
engaged and married to Sarah, his 
childhood sweetheart, and after a year spent 
travelling around the world, they moved to 
Westcott House in Cambridge for Alex’s 
two-year ordinand training course. 
After completing the course, Alex’s first 
parish was Headington Quarry and then six 
years as the vicar of two ‘very rough’ inner 
city parishes in the heart of Portsmouth. 
He was appointed Archdeacon of 
Cambridge this September and he, Sarah 
and their two sons, Thomas aged nine and 
Joseph six, moved to live at Summerfield in 
Newnham.  
Francis Burkitt 

INTRODUCTION – HEIDI ALLEN 
In October 2014, Heidi Allen was selected 
as the Conservative candidate for South 
Cambridgeshire, replacing Andrew Lansley 
MP who is retiring in 2015. 
 

 
 
Heidi says: “Originally from a village in 
Yorkshire, I studied Astrophysics at 
university and for 18 years have worked in a 
variety of industries, the last six running my 
family’s manufacturing business.  I am not a 
career politician; in fact it was the 
Tottenham riots of 2011 that spurred me into 
action.  Quite simply, I felt I had to do 
something. 
“As I began my parliamentary journey, I 
soon realised I didn’t want to be an MP just 
anywhere.  I wanted to represent 
somewhere my skills and experience would 
be useful and my understanding of village 
life, science, big and small business relevant.  
I’m excited by economic growth but not at 
the cost of rural communities.  South 
Cambridgeshire feels like somewhere that I 
will be able to make a difference. 
“I feel there is no substitute for meeting face 
to face so will be coming along to your 
Parish Council meeting in January.  Of 
course you can also get in touch with me on 
07718 287999 or email me: 
Heidi-hi@heidisouthcambs.co.uk. 
I look forward to meeting you!” 
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HEALTHWATCH CAMBRIDGESHIRE – 
HAVE YOUR SAY  
Healthwatch Cambridgeshire is asking for 
residents’ views on local health and social 
care services which it will share with 
decision-makers anonymously, to help drive 
improvements.  
Specifically it is keen to hear about 
experiences with: your GP surgery; urgent 
care (111, ambulance and out-of-hours 
care); mental health services; and sexual 
health services. If you have used any of 
these in the last three months, please get in 
touch (details below).  Healthwatch 
Cambridgeshire also needs volunteers to 
talk to people across the county about their 
health and care experiences. Training and 
support will be provided and volunteers 
receive out of pocket expenses. 
To find out more, call 01480 420628 or visit 
the website:  
www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/ 
___________________________________ 
 
QTSQ OIL CLUB 
As the cold weather beckons, here is a 
reminder about the Quarter-to-Six Quadrant 
Oil Club, available to residents of Barton, 
Coton, Grantchester and Madingley, and a 
few further afield. 
The Club’s primary activity is to enable 
residents to club together and get volume 
discounts by bulk-buying home heating oil. 
To give a sense of the scale of the Club, last 
year’s statistics were:  
• 223 households in Barton, Coton, 

Grantchester and Madingley, and a few 
further afield, ordered oil 

• 370,910 litres of oil were ordered, worth 
approximately £200,000 

• our oil broker Agricole (see below) 
donates £5 per member who orders over 
1,000 litres during the year which goes to 
local good causes 

• in 2013, we raised £675 for local good 
causes.  This time it was Coton’s turn to 
benefit and the money was donated 
towards the legal costs of establishing a 
new permissive footpath on the edge of 
the village. 

Although we call the QTSQ Oil Club a ‘club’, 
you don’t have to pay to join, and there is no 
membership paperwork.  The Club is 
administered for us by a broker called 
Agricole Oil, locally based in Cambourne, 
and run by Jeremy Cole and his colleagues. 
The idea is simple: Agricole bulks up your 
order for home heating oil with all of its other 
customers who order at the same time, so 
that you can benefit from a shared volume 
discount, and get the best competitive price 
from a range of suppliers on the day. 
There are two ways to order: 
• telephone/email any time, and your oil will 

be delivered within two to three days.  
This gets you a normal discount, as your 
order will be bulked up with all the other 
people who order on that day; or 

• telephone/email in the last week of a 
month, to join the month-end scheme, 
and get delivery by the 7th of the next 
month.  This gets a bigger discount, as 
more people target this time of the month, 
so the volume of orders is bigger, and 
hence the discount is bigger. 

The best way to order is via 
www.agricoleoil.co.uk, but you can also do 
so by calling 01954 719 452 or by emailing 
jeremy@agricole.co.uk 
Francis Burkitt 
Acting Chairman of QTSQ-OC (until anyone 
volunteers to take over) 
___________________________________ 
 
BRASLEY BRIDGE, GRANTCHESTER: 
SIX MONTH CLOSURE 
From December, the bridge over the river in 
Grantchester will be closed for repairs for six 
months, although there will be a temporary 
bridge for cyclists and pedestrians. 
The £1 million scheme to replace Brasley 
Bridge on Mill Way is the result of a 
assessment which revealed a number of 
structural problems needing to be 
addressed.  As a result, it is necessary to 
close Mill Way until the end of May 2015. 
Large advance information boards will be 
erected ahead of the closure and signed 
diversions will be in place.  
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HOME START – CAN YOU HELP? 
Home Start provides a unique service for 
families, recruiting and training volunteers to 
support parents with young children at home. 
It offers help to families in a variety of 
circumstances such as those dealing with 
mental health issues, disability, isolation, 
new in the area, multiple births, poverty and 
relationship breakdown, enabling them to 
gain confidence and move forward. 
Could you spare some time to make a huge 
difference to a family which needs support? 
Home Start is currently seeking volunteers 
to help families in the Cambridge City and 
South Cambridgeshire area.  If you have 
parenting experience and can spare two to 
three hours a week, full training will be given 
and you will gain valuable experience, 
support, friendship and skills in a rewarding 
volunteer role. 
The next course starts on 20th January 
2015 and will be held within school hours. 
If you can help please contact our team on 
01223 210202 or email 
office@homestartcambridge.co.uk 
___________________________________ 
 
MADINGLEY CRICKET CLUB 
Madingley Cricket Club celebrated a very 
successful 2014 season with an end of 
season party at the Village Hall on Saturday 
11th October. 
It was a fantastic evening and very well 
supported by villagers, with over 80 people 
coming along to enjoy the barbecue, drinks, 
disco and award ceremonies. 
The First XI finished in third place in the 
Junior League Division 1S and, following a 
terrific 2014, the Second XI were named 
League Champions in Division 6. 
Nets have already begun in preparation for 
the 2015 season at Hills Road Sports 
Centre and new players are always very 
welcome. 
Please email Tim White 
(tim@chalkus.co.uk) if you are interested in 
joining the Cricket Club. 
___________________________________ 
 

GRANTCHESTER BARREL RACE 
Why not come along to the annual 
Grantchester Barrel Race, held as usual at 
12.00 noon on Boxing Day, 26th December? 
There are five races (men’s, women’s, open, 
QTSQ villages, and further afield).  In the 
QTSQ villages race, Barton, Coton, 
Grantchester and Madingley compete 
fiercely against each other.  Last year, 
Barton won yet again, but faced very strong 
challenges from the other villages, so there 
will be plenty of competition again this year. 
The races last about 45 minutes, after which 
we hope there will be a drink or two 
available from the newly-opened Rupert 
Brooke pub and the other pubs in the village. 
For those who have not been before, the 
races date back over 50 years.  The 
competitors roll traditional wooden beer 
barrels up and down the road in the centre 
of Grantchester; the course is about 150 
yards long.  Each race consists of four 
barrels, with four team-members per barrel, 
in a 4x4 relay race.  The fun derives from 
the fact that the curved barrels don’t go in 
straight lines, and frequently crash into each 
other – heightened by the general unfitness 
of most of the rollers, after a decent 
Christmas lunch the day before. 
This year’s bucket collection will be split 
equally between Grantchester Church and 
The Samaritans. 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 
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MADINGLEY: EARLY RECOLLECTIONS 
Philip McBride lived in Madingley from the 
age of seven to 19 at 5 Church Lane and 
here recalls some of his earliest memories.  
Today he lives with his wife Tami in 
Australia.  The next instalment of Philip’s 
article will appear in a future Madingley 
News. 
I love Madingley; it is a beautiful village and 
represents everything good about English 
villages (it's got a pub and a village hall!).  
It's just over 50 years since my family 
moved to Madingley in May 1964.  I was 
seven and my sister Melanie was six years 
old.  My father, Geoff, was a forester and 
worked for the University of Cambridge 
Estate Management looking after the 
woodland areas of the village on behalf of 
the University.  My mother Shirley had a 
mobile fish and grocery round, delivering to 
other local villages.  Mum and Dad still live 
nearby in Girton.  This story is a collection of 
memories I have of living in Madingley from 
1964 until 1976.  I hope most of my 
memories are correct! 
When we moved to Madingley, the house 
we were to live in (5 Church Lane) was 
being renovated so we remained for about 
six months in the cottages opposite Avenue 
Farm (I think the farm was run by the Collis 
family).  The cottages were once four 
individual cottages but when we moved in 
May 1963, they had been converted into two 
cottages.  They have since been converted 
into a single dwelling.  Whilst living in the 
cottages, Melanie and I would explore our 
new surroundings, walking up to what would 
become our new home at 5 Church Lane.  
Walking around the gardens at 5 Church 
Lane as a seven year old, I noticed small 
glass rectangles cemented into various 
walls of the house.  I thought how much fun 
it would be to break these with a stick, not 
realising until years later their purpose – to 
detect if the crack that each glass plate 
protected was expanding!   
New home 
As 1964 moved into Autumn, we eventually 
settled into our new home at 5 Church Lane, 
and Mum and Dad began renovations: 
landscaping the gardens, adding places to 
turn the car around, building a storage shed  

 
adjoining the garage and planting lawns.  
Not long after the lawns were raked and 
levelled and the lawn seed was sown, we 
woke on a Sunday morning to find a herd of 
cattle wandering all over the new lawns!  
They must have got in from the gate at the 
top of our back garden, coming in from the 
field adjoining.  I'm still not sure how we 
removed the cattle, but the new lawn was 
ruined. 
The sheds at the top of the back garden 
were a child's play heaven.  I never knew 
what they were used for originally (a couple 
had steel cages around them so I assumed 
they were used to house animals).  A gate at 
the top of the garden by the sheds led into 
the wood that led eventually to the 'top lake' 
behind Madingley Hall.  Melanie and I would 
wander all through these woods and 
adjoining fields.  On school holidays and 
weekends, we would leave home in the 
morning and spend all day playing in the 
woods.  The statue of Prince Albert by the 
top lake (before it was recently relocated) 
usefully served as a mechanism to terrify 
Melanie (sorry, Melanie!).  The story I told 
my little sister was that if you got too close 
to Albert, he would grab you and throw you 
in the lake – it worked like a charm! 
School days 
Madingley School was amazing.  This cosy 
little school of only a handful of children 
produced many academically gifted 
students.  How Mrs. Ruddle (the school's 
headmistress) managed to teach children (in 
one room) from aged four through to the 
'eleven plus' exam I'll never know.  Mind you 
though, I seemed to remember playing with 
Play Doh at aged nine so perhaps academic 
study was less intense then.  I doubt nine-
year-olds today would have that much time 
in their curriculum for such triviality.  Talking 
of Mrs. Ruddle, I visited Madingley a couple 
of years ago with my wife.  We were walking 
down Church Lane, past the churchyard; I 
hadn't realised Mrs. Ruddle had sadly died.  
I do not know what made me glance to the 
left at that moment but I did and was 
surprised (and saddened) to see Mrs. 
Ruddle's gravestone.  She was an amazing 
teacher and is sadly missed. 
(to be continued)
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BUSES BETWEEN MADINGLEY AND CAMBRIDGE 
Outbound services pick up in Cambridge Road adjacent to the Madingley Hall gates roundabout 
and arrive at Drummer Street Bus Station (Bay 3). 
Inbound services begin at Drummer Street Bus Station (Bay 3) and stop in the High Street near 
the Village Hall. 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 2 (Monday to Friday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
07.42   08.00 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street Madingley 
17.45   18.05 
Whippet Coaches Bus No. 8 (Monday to Saturday only) 
Outbound: 
Madingley  Drummer Street 
09.50   10.10 
11.00   11.20 
14.00   14.20 
Inbound: 
Drummer Street  Madingley 
10.20   10.40 
12.30   12.50 
16.30   17.00 
Madingley Road Park & Ride 
Bus services 
Monday to Friday: 6.30am to 8.40pm 
Saturday: 7.30am to 8.40pm 
Sunday: 5.30am to 6.10pm 
Bank Holidays: as Sunday 
Charges are made for parking at each of the five Cambridge Park & Ride sites.  These are as 
follows: 
• Up to 1 hour: free 
• 1 to 18 hours: £1 
• 18 to 24 hours: £10 
• 24 to 48 hours: £20 
• 48 to 72 hours: £30 
Discounted charges are available if (daily parking) season tickets are purchased online at: 
https://cambridgeshireparkandride.keyivr.com 
• Weekly (up to seven days): £5 
• Four weekly: £18 
• Annually: £230 
Concessionary fare pass holders can travel free on Park & Ride services after 9.30am, Monday 
to Friday, and all day during weekends and Bank Holidays.  However, they are still liable for the 
parking charge. 
The Uni 4 service operated by Stagecoach runs from Madingley Park & Ride to Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital with several stops in between. 
This information was believed correct at the time of going to press. 
Please note: Whippet Service No. 2 is not currently advertised on the village bus stops.  
Stagecoach service No. 14 is advertised on village bus stops but has not run since June 2012. 
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