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MADINGLEY NEWSLETTER 
EASTER  2014  

 
DIARY 
 
 
Thursday 17 April Madingley Hall Open Day 
 
 
Friday 18 April Church Service    10am 
 
 
Sunday 20 April Church Service    11am 
 
 
Wednesday 23 April MPC meeting 8pm 
 Village Hall 
 
 
Saturday 3 May Beat the Bounds walk 
 10am American 

Cemetery Car Park on 
Cambridge Road 

 
 
Monday 26 May Memorial Day    11am 
   American Cemetery 
 
 
Sunday 8 June  Cycle Day 10.30am 
   Bar Hill 
 
 
Sunday 8 June Open Garden  2.30pm 
 Madingley Hall 
 
 
Thursday 19 June History Group Meeting 
 7pm  American Cemetery 
 
 
Saturday 23 August Summer Ball  7pm 
 Madingley Hall 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor  01954 211444 
Stephen Frost 
Stephen.Frost@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674          

Parish Church Warden 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 
Stuart Fox   01480 469431 
 
Church Secretary                                                  
Sue Baldwin 
                01954 210766     
Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook (Chair) 01954 211536 
Mark Robinson    
Joan Hinde 
Nicky Holdstock 
Geoff Tobin 
 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 
(Alex Giltinane – Cambourne) 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Village Newsletter 
Elizabeth Ingham  01954 211370  
elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net
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MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Wednesday 23 April starting at 8pm. 
Please note that wine is served on the 
night. 
 
Beat the Bounds Walk – Saturday 3 May 
The annual walk round the boundaries of 
the Parish starts at 10.00am at the 
American Cemetery car park on 
Cambridge Road. All are welcome. Half 
way round we stop off for a comfort break 
and some soup at the Farmhouse. Please 
call before hand and let Mary – 01954 
211536 - know possible numbers.  
 
Cycle Day  - Sunday 8 June 
The four Parish Councils of Bar Hill, Dry 
Drayton, Madingley and Coton are holding 
a cycle day to promote cycling and the 
proposed route of the new cycle path. All 
are welcome. 
Cycling helmets must be worn by all. 
We are looking for marshals on the day. 
Please call 01954 211536 if you can help. 
The plan is to set off from Bar Hill at 
10.30am, from Dry Drayton at 11.00am, 
Madingley Village Hall at 11.30am and 
then meet up with Coton and return from 
there at 12.00pm.  
The plan then is for everyone to have a 
picnic on the lawn at Madingley Village 
Hall. 
 
Log and Tree Cutting 
The team are about to start work again. If 
you want to take part and receive free logs 
please call 01954 211536. As usual senior 
villagers will receive free logs. 
 
Bonfire Party  - Saturday 1 November – 
18.00pm 
The University has kindly agreed that we 
can once again hold another bonfire party 
along side the Horseshoe track off Dry 
Drayton Road. All are welcome and we all 
contribute something hot to eat and drink. 
 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
plan – 2016 to 2031 
This was passed in March by 27 votes to 
21. The plan now goes to an independent 
Government inspector later this year. Your 
Parish Council has objected to the 
proposals which will lead to 17,000 new 
homes being built during the plan period 

along the A428 corridor from St Neots to 
Cambridge. Without a lot of road 
changes/improvements the traffic through 
the village will only get worse. 
For more information contact any Parish 
Councillor. 
 
County Council Transport plan – 2016 to 
2031 
This was passed by the County in March. 
This plan underpins the SCDC plan so 
your Parish Council is also objecting to 
this. 
For more information contact any Parish 
Councillor. 
 
Village Playground 
More play bark has recently been spread 
under the swings and slide, a new sign will 
go up by the entrance, and we hope a 
painter will start work soon to redecorate 
the swings where required. If anyone spots 
a problem please contact any Parish 
Councillor. 
 
Financial Help 
Your Parish Council would like to help 
and support any new community initiative 
with funding subject to the normal rules. If 
you have any idea big or small let a 
Councillor know and this can be discussed 
at the next meeting. 
 
Traffic in the Village 
The Parish Council is talking to the 
Highways Agency and we hope to see a 
number of temporary traffic calming 
measures introduced. Depending on how 
successful these are will determine what 
happens for the long term. Very limited 
funding is available from the County so 
we will be looking at least-cost options 
first, subject to highways approval. 
Come along to the next meeting and tell us 
your ideas. 
 
A14 Proposals 
A ten-week consultation period is about to 
start. Please go along to any of the 31 
exhibitions along the route and learn more 
about the plans. The intended start date for 
building work is 2016. The finish date is at 
least two years later and this could be as 
much as four years. 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
 
We were delighted to welcome Peter 
Teversham and Roger Oakley as new 
members of the Village Hall Management 
Committee at the Annual General Meeting 
on Monday 4th November.  They joined 
existing Committee members Chris 
Baldwin, Janet Dean, Virginia King, John 
Naughton and Geoff Tobin.  
 
The Winter Quiz Night was well supported 
and we are grateful once again to Jilly and 
Bill for writing the questions, compèring 
the evening and putting together a tasty 
savoury spread for everyone to enjoy in 
the interval.  Our thanks also to Geoff and 
Mark for running the Bar and to the Sports 
Club for contributing to the cost of the 
complementary drink on arrival.  This 
event raised £200 for the Village Hall 
Maintenance Fund.  Competition was hot 
and the result very close, with the ‘Church 
3’ team finally carrying off the trophy by 
one mark over ‘The Ready Shreddies’, 
closely followed by teams from Dry 
Drayton Road, Church 2, Cambridge Road 
and Church Lane. 
 
Our Maintenance Day on Saturday 16th 
November saw a hard-working team deal 
with various maintenance issues including 
painting, clearing gutters, cleaning the 
windows and cutting back shrubbery.  
Many thanks to Fiona for supplying 
delicious home-made scones at coffee 
time, to keep us all going! 
 
The Management Committee looks 
forward to welcoming you to the Hall for 
meetings, family get togethers and other 
social functions.  If you would like to find 
out more about hiring the Hall please 
contact me by phone (01954 210766) or 
email (chrisbaldwin1000@gmail.com). 
 
Chris Baldwin 
 
 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
The Cambridge City Deal 

After much discussion the Government has 
now announced a City Deal for Cambridge 
and South Cambridgeshire. It is an item 
that we have been working on for about 
two years. 

The key elements are: 

A total package of £500m for investment 
in transport in the Greater Cambridge area; 
 
This funding to be provided in the form of 
grants, meaning the authorities will not 
have to borrow, and therefore take on 
much less risk; 
 
Investment to commence in 2015/16 with 
a first tranche of £100m for the period 
2015/16 to	  2018/19; 
 
Two further tranches each of £200m to be 
paid over periods of five years from 
2018/19; 
 
These remaining payments will be 
dependent on the area demonstrating that 
the benefits of the City Deal that we 
indicated in our submissions have actually 
materialised. 
 
The first £200m tranche payable from 
2019/20 will be dependent on a review of 
housing delivery over the first period and 
likely to require significant levels of 
delivery based on the projections in the 
two local plans (Cambridge City and 
South Cambridgeshire); 
 
The second £200m tranche payable from 
2024/25 will be dependent on an 
assessment of whether economic growth in 
the area has accelerated as a result of the 
investment.  This will most likely be the 
result of an independent study by an 
eminent team who will report to 
government and the local area; 
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The actual length of the deal is still being 
considered and could extend beyond the 
15 years noted above; 
 
Changed governance will be an element of 
the deal.  There is not a requirement to set 
up a Combined Authority (the legislation 
to enable that doesn’t yet exist anyway).  
This could be through, for example, a joint 
committee to make investment and other 
decisions between the three authorities – 
the aspiration and expectation remains to 
combine our spatial and transport planning 
powers; 
 
Government is offering that the local 
councils have flexibility to invest the 
£500m as they see fit, however, there will 
be a tough ‘Assurance Framework’ to 
manage the technical process by which 
those decisions are made that will ensure 
investment goes to schemes that are good 
value for money.  This framework has 
been agreed with the Department for 
Transport. 
 
The process from here is subject to an 
indication from the three authorities that 
they are willing to proceed with the deal 
on the basis of what is currently known.  
The three Councils had meetings planned 
for Members to formally consider what is 
currently available on the deal – Cabinet at 
the County on 24th March, Strategy & 
Resources Scrutiny Committee at the City 
on 26th March and full Council on 3rd 
April and Scrutiny at South Cambs on 3rd 
April. 

Following these meetings, the Council 
Leaders will be asked to sign what is 
termed a “Deal Document”, with 
Government.  This will set out the terms of 
the deal and is non-binding but sets the 
clear intent of all parties to conclude the 
deal.  Further negotiation of the details 
will need to follow and there will need to 
be formal decisions of Full Council in all 
three authorities if a joint committee or 
Combined Authority is to be established.  

LIBRARY SERVICES 

eMagazines and eNewspapers Services 
Launched 

Did you know? Library members can now 
enjoy digital magazines and newspapers 
free of charge. These new services 
launched on 15th January and allow 
Library members to read and download 40 
top magazine titles and a number of daily 
national newspapers straight to their 
computer, smartphone or tablet. The 
eMagazines and eNewspapers services sit 
alongside the popular eBook and eAudio 
book provision. 

Improvement in the Children’s Section 

Youngsters across Cambridgeshire are 
benefiting from exciting new additions to 
their library services. The service has 
invested in new stocks of board and 
picture books, updating the junior 
information collections and increasing the 
selection of children’s books in e-format. 

"Read it Again!" The Cambridgeshire 
Children's Picture Book Award 

The 9th ‘Read it Again!’ Cambridgeshire 
Children’s Picture Book Award launches 
this month. Run by Cambridgeshire 
Libraries, the ‘Read it Again!’ award is for 
a picture book where the words and 
pictures are the first published work of one 
individual. Children will read, discuss and 
then vote for their favourite book from a 
shortlist of eight outstanding titles, all 
published during 2013. The book receiving 
the most votes will be declared the "Read 
it Again!” winner at a special ceremony to 
be held in early summer 2014. 
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TRANSPORT MATTERS 

Transport Strategy for Cambridge and 
South Cambridgeshire 

The final draft of the Transport Strategy 
for Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire 
goes to Cabinet on 4 March for final 
approval.  The strategy represents 18 
months of close work with Cambridge 
City Council and South Cambridgeshire 
District Council to develop a transport 
strategy that supports the development 
aspirations set out in their respective Local 
Plans.  Over 76% of respondents agreed 
with the strategy’s overall approach of 
increasing the use of sustainable transport 
while maintaining traffic levels at a similar 
level to now when the draft strategy was 
consulted on in summer 2013. 

 

 

 
Our December meeting was particularly 
well-attended.  We enjoyed a fascinating 
talk titled ‘PLANTS FOR MADINGLEY’ 
given by Richard Gant, head gardener at 
Madingley Hall.  His knowledge is 
encyclopaedic and his enthusiasm for 
plants is infectious, giving us the 
confidence to know which plants will 
grow well in Madingley and which plants, 
never considered before, might be 
interesting to try.  Thank you Richard! 
 
On Thursday 20th February a presentation 
about ALFRED WHITMORE – AN 
UNSUNG HERO OF TROPICAL 
MEDICINE was given.  This was based on 
a lecture given recently by Dr. David 
Dance, clinical research microbiologist at 
the World Melioidosis Congress in 
Bangkok.   Col. Whitmore lived at Avenue 
House in the 1930s and 40s.  He led an 
extraordinary life.  Born in Cumbria and 
graduating from Gonville and Caius 

College in 1897 he joined the Indian 
Medical Service and worked throughout 
the Indian Subcontinent during World War 
1, and afterwards, as a doctor, pathologist, 
lecturer and Police Surgeon.  His 
discovery of the bacteria, found in 
contaminated water and soil, which causes 
the disease Melioidosis, was 
groundbreaking.  Melioidosis is an acute 
illness responsible for countless deaths in 
tropical climates and it is now also known 
as ‘Whitmore’s Disease’.  

 
Col Whitmore retired to Madingley in the 
1930s but certainly did not retire 
completely.  He loved his garden, was a 
keen bee-keeper and continued to teach 
medical students at the university and 
pursue his research interest in 
cardiovascular disease.  He did a great deal 
of work in organizing the specimens in the 
pathology museum, and contributed 
specimens both to the museum in 
Cambridge as well as that of the Royal 
College of Surgeons in London.  Tea was 
served on the lawn at Avenue House to an 
assortment of visitors sometimes including 
Peter, the young uncrowned King of 
Yugoslavia, a Cambridge student for 
whom Col Whitmore had some 
responsibility.  We are grateful to his 
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granddaughter, Margaret Davison, for 
permission to see the presentation. 
You are welcome to join the History 
Group at the following forthcoming 
meeting: 
 
Visit to the new INTERPRETATION 
CENTRE AT THE AMERICAN 
CEMETERY with a talk by Arthur 
Brookes on Thursday 19th June at 7pm. 
 
Annual membership costs £8 per year. 
Visitors are welcome to attend individual 
meetings but are asked to contribute £3 to 
History Group funds.  Further information 
is available from Sue Baldwin (01954 
210766; suebaldwin1000@gmail.com). 
 

MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH 

We are fortunate living in this area that we 
have not had to suffer from the results of 
all the rain which has fallen since the last 
newsletter was published. At that time I 
was just hoping that any snow would fall 
at such a time that it would not prevent my 
being able to come and take services, 
particularly over the Christmas season. As 
it was, we were able to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus without interference from the 
weather. We returned to something which 
had been done some years ago, of having a 
Service of Lessons and Carols on the 
Sunday afternoon before Christmas Day, 
and we will continue to do that since many 
people feel that it is a good reminder of 
what Christmas is about, and gets 
everything off on the right footing. In 
addition to the other services, we also had 
the joy of the Christmas play which the 
Perse Pre-Prep children performed in the 
church with much energy and aplomb, and 
the more serious but equally enjoyable 
Service of Lessons and Carols for the 
community of those who work at 

Madingley Hall. Their music group’s 
contributions to the service were praised 
and thoroughly appreciated by everyone. 
Our celebrations were tinged with sorrow 
as we held the funeral service for Inge 
Ruddock on Christmas Eve, who had 
become an enthusiastic and faith-filled 
member of the church. Since Christmas we 
have also been saddened by the death of 
Doris “Dolly” Bowles, whose service and 
burial was also conducted here, and who 
had been a very faithful and loyal part of 
the congregation for a great many years.  
At the other end of life’s journey, we 
welcomed into the church Alice Oriana 
Elizabeth Benton at her baptism service. 
This was held on her first birthday, so that 
as her physical birth into her earthly family 
was being remembered, she also was being 
brought into the family of the church, 
which spans all space and time; a grand 
double celebration.  
 
This year we are all aware that we are 
remembering the centenary of the 
beginning of the First World War. Our 
marking of it at the church is not finalised 
yet, but we are planning to have short 
commemorative services both morning 
and late afternoon / evening on August 4th 
so that people have the opportunity to 
reflect on those world-shattering years in 
our recent history. We are aware that, 
although the names of those who lived in 
the village at the time and who gave their 
lives, are commemorated on the war 
memorial in the church, there will be 
others that those who live in the village 
now, will be aware of. We are considering 
ways of remembering them too. Clearly 
this is a work in progress, but this is 
simply to assure you that we will not 
overlook it, and to encourage you to watch 
for further information about it in the 
weeks to come. 
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By the time you read this, we will have 
held our Mothering Sunday service 
already, when people come to church to 
give thanks for those who have cared for 
them. However, following not too far 
behind comes Easter. I have to confess to 
being shocked on reading comments 
recently by the man who set up the “Real 
Reason for Easter” chocolate Easter egg 
company. He says that when he started the 
company, a journalist asked him, “What 
has Easter got to do with the church?” And 
then this year, the radio authority rejected 
their proposed radio advertisement, 
because they were unsure whether Easter 
was Christian. Mercifully, the company 
were able to argue the point, and the 
authority has decided that, “on balance”, it 
is a well-known Christian festival! 
As someone who is, shall we say, past the 
first flush of youth, and having gone to a 
church primary school all those years ago, 
I realize that it is easy for me to make the 
assumption that everyone knows what the 
origins of the Christian festivals are, even 
if they choose not to come to church. 
Obviously I would love it if everyone 
believed and was an active Christian, but I 
am more concerned that people simply 
have never been told what the faith is 
about, and therefore don’t know what they 
don’t believe – if you can follow that 
argument! Given that schools feel very 
uncomfortable about appearing to teach a 
particular faith to children of many 
backgrounds, it must fall to the church to 
share the excitement and the life-
enhancing tenets of the Christian faith. 
How we reach out to people is a problem 
which is constantly under review; 
however, one thing I am absolutely sure of 
is that all those who come to services at St 
Mary Magdalene always receive a warm 
welcome. So, if you want to know “what 
this is all about”, come and find out! And 
if you have any [polite!] questions or 
ideas, I would love to hear them. 
Services are held every Sunday at 11am; 
we always have provision for children and 

are happy to have them with us, including 
their occasional “comments!”  
 
Services at the Easter weekend will be: 
 
Good Friday shorter service at 10am 
Easter Day 11am 
     
Christine Barrow 
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AMERICAN CEMETERY 
 
Anyone who passes by the cemetery will 
know that late last year we relocated our 
offices and visitors’ building back to the 
reopened main access from the A1303. 
This allowed us to complete the first stage 
of the enhanced facilities we have been 
constructing. 
  
As I write this we are busy with accepting 
the Graphics phase of the visitors centre 
before we install all the various audio 
visual screens and data bases. The official 
opening will take place after next month’s 
Memorial Day ceremony. However we 
hope that in the early part of May we will 
be ready to open to the public. This long 
awaited centre will prove to be a great 
success with the visitors and local people 
alike. If you intend to visit and see the 
centre please check with us first just in 
case everything is a little bit delayed! 
When you do come up please make 
yourselves known to me and I will guide 
you through the exhibits and films. 
  
We are in also in the latter stages of more 
restoration work; the map in the chapel is 
now looking just like it was when the 
cemetery was dedicated in 1956. The 
favourable comments we have received are 
testimony to the work of the restorers. The 
last major work is also nearing the end; the 
relaying of our long walk-way from the 
flag pole to the chapel. This will make it 
easier for those with walking difficulties 
and wheelchair users alike. If you have 
visited us recently we hope you have not 
been too inconvenienced by all this work. 
  
I have just mentioned Memorial Day, this 
will take place on Monday 26th May at 
11.00am. Anyone wishing to attend will 
always be made most welcome. 
  
Arthur Brookes  
 

 

MADINGLEY HALL 

Open Day at Madingley Hall: 17th April 
 
Madingley Hall will be holding its annual 
Open Day on Thursday 17 April 2014 with 
more than 50 free events running 
throughout the day. Find out about the 
variety of adult education courses on offer, 
hear leading University experts speak on 
subjects ranging from ancient Egypt to 
astrophysics, or take a tour of the Hall and 
Gardens and discover the secrets of this 
16th-century mansion! 
  
You can view the programme and book 
your place at www.ice.cam.ac.uk/openday 
or by phoning 01223 746222. 
 
Lectures at Madingley Hall 
 
The Madingley Lecture series continues 
into 2014, with three talks by leading 
authorities in their fields: 
  
6 May, 7.30pm: Professor Ian Cross, 
Director of the Centre for Music and 
Science, University of Cambridge 
 
8 October, 7.00pm: Lord Browne of 
Madingley, Member of the House of Lords 
and former Chief Executive of BP 
 
Admission is free but places must be 
reserved in advance. To reserve your 
place, visit 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleylectures or 
call 01223 746212. 
   
Summer events at Madingley Hall 
 
Celebrate summer with a variety of events 
in Madingley Hall Gardens. 
  
8 June, 2.30pm – National Gardens 
Scheme open garden afternoon 
 
27 June, 5.00pm – BioBlitz, a 24-hour 
activity in which experts, volunteers and 
members of the public will race against 
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time to count as many species of animals 
and plants as possible! 
 
27 July, 3.00pm – Friends of Madingley 
Hall Summer Garden Party 
 
23 August, 7.00pm – Summer Ball, 
featuring live music from the Umbrella 
Big Band and The Vogons, and a raffle, e-
auction and garden games in aid of the 
Arthur Rank Hospice (tickets £50 
including arrival drink and supper from 
food stalls throughout the Hall and 
gardens) 
 
Contact enquiry@madingleyhall.co.uk or 
call 01223 746222. 
  
Upcoming courses at Madingley Hall 
 
The Madingley Weekly Programme 
resumes in April, with a new series of 5-
week courses led by top Cambridge 
researchers. The following courses all 
begin in the week commencing 28 April: 
  
The art of the Grand Tour (Tue 10.00–
12.00) 
 
Wild places of Cambridgeshire (Tue 
10.00–12.00) 
 
The architecture of pilgrimage (Tue 
14.00–16.00) 
 
Visions of the future: predictions past and 
present (Tue 19.15–21.15) 
 
Poverty, disease and medicine (Wed 
10.00–12.00) 
 
Humps and bumps, houses and hedges 
(Wed 10.00–12.00) 
 
Cambridge explorations: following in the 
footsteps of Cambridge's scientific 
explorers (Wed 10.00–12.00) 
 
Writing with style (Wed 19.15–21.15) 
 
The fee for each course is £150 and you 

can book your place either on the 
Institute’s website, at 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleyweekly or 
by phone 01223 746262. 
 
Paul Ireland 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
 
Enforcement 
One of the things that the District Council 
is responsible for is “enforcement’, which 
means making sure that people are acting 
in accordance with the law.  It’s quite a big 
area, as the District Council is responsible 
for quite a lot of things.  Some of the 
things that “enforcement” covers are: 
 
·    planning permission: we stop people 
doing building work without planning 
permission, or people doing work in a 
different way from the permission they’ve 
got.  I recently had to deal with a case 
where someone had got planning 
permission for an out-building of a certain 
shape, but started to build in a different 
shape, to the upset of their neighbour. 
 Usually matters like that can be sorted-out 
by discussion and persuasion, but 
ultimately the District Council has certain 
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legal powers, such as a ‘stop notice’, 
which requires that any activity which 
contravenes planning control ceases 
immediately.  Contravention of a stop 
notice carries a fine of up to £20,000 in a 
Magistrates’ Court or an unlimited fine in 
a Crown Court.  
 
·    events, parties and noise:  the District 
Council is responsible for approving 
Temporary Event Notices for events and 
parties, and for monitoring them and the 
noise they create.  This is a difficult area, 
and there is clearly a huge practical 
problem in monitoring noise while it is 
happening and then closing-down an event 
or party that is underway, perhaps in the 
middle of the night.  Also, we all like 
going to events and parties ourselves, so 
there is a balance to be struck.  In my 
(albeit limited) experience, there is a gap 
between what the District Council does 
and what the Police do; the Police are 
more geared-up to quietening-down a 
noisy party at the time, whilst the District 
Council are better at addressing repeated 
cases of noise.  In our area, the main event 
that the District Council monitors is the 
annual Rock Festival at Haggis Farm. 
 
·     fraud:  the District Council is 
responsible for paying benefits (the money 
comes from the Government, which sets 
the benefit levels, but we assess if 
someone is entitled to receive benefits and 
what level they are entitled to based on the 
information they give, and then for paying 
them).  Hand-in-hand with that goes the 
responsibility to ensure there is no fraud. 
SDCD has a policy of always prosecuting 
all cases of benefits fraud, and then 
publicising the case to deter others. For 
example, last week, a lady in Cottenham 
admitted 12 counts of dishonestly failing 
to report changes in her circumstances to 
obtain additional benefits.  She started-off 
denying the offences, but pleaded guilty on 
the first day of her trial.  The Court found 
that, as a result of her offences, she had 
received £30,082.88 in housing benefit, 

council tax benefit and income support 
that she was not entitled to.   She received 
a 6-month suspended prison sentence. 
 
·     fly-tipping etc:  this is environmental 
enforcement, and a problem in many of 
our villages. 
 
Surveillance 
One way we can detect fraud is by covert 
(i.e. secret) surveillance.  This is clearly a 
very controversial area. The Human Rights 
Act gives everyone the right to privacy, 
but there are certain exceptions in the Act, 
one of which is for a Council to undertake 
covert surveillance if it has reasonable 
grounds to believe that a crime is being 
committed.  There are lots of checks on 
that, and a Council has to go to a 
Magistrate to get authorisation to 
undertake surveillance, and all cases are 
reported back to the Corporate Governance 
Committee, which I am the Chairman of. 
In SCDC, we undertake this very, very 
rarely – just a few times a year, and only 
when we are very sure that a crime is 
being committed but we need to obtain 
evidence to prosecute. 
In 2013 we only did two surveillances.  In 
one case, we surveilled (with hidden 
cameras) a site where there had been 
repeated fly-tipping in Swavesey.  No-one 
was caught, but the fly-tipping has 
stopped. Secondly, we were part of a joint 
surveillance with the Department of Work 
and Pensions in Willingham, and obtained 
sufficient information to proceed to a 
prosecution.  No-one likes the idea of 
covert surveillance or hidden cameras, but 
we are only doing it because we have 
strong evidence beforehand to suspect that 
the law is being broken.         
 
A14 Upgrade 
The Highways Agency has just published 
a report on the public consultation that it 
held in the Autumn. This covers (a) a 
summary of what the public and the local 
councils said; and (b) the Highways 
Agency’s reaction to those comments. 
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For us in the QTSQ villages, the main 
concern has probably been the plans for 
the re-structuring of the Girton 
interchange, where the M11, A14, 
Huntingdon Road and A428 all cross over 
and to an extent intersect with each other. 
In particular, South Cambridgeshire 
District Council and Madingley and Coton 
Parish Councils felt that extra work should 
be done on the Girton interchange to 
alleviate not just the A14 traffic, but also 
the bad congestion on the A1303 
(Madingley Hill) and the A428. 
The Highways Agency has acknowledged 
that we feel: 
“There’s a missed opportunity at Girton 
Interchange to provide additional links, 
particularly between the M11 and A428” 
and it went on to say that: 
“There was general support for 
improvements at Girton Interchange to 
provide a more free-flowing interchange 
and to reduce congestion. However, a 
significant number of respondents, 
including local authorities, raised 
concerns that the proposed scheme did not 
include a link between the M11 south and 
the A428 west, and that this link would 
provide some relief for the A1303 and 
address existing problems in the area”.  
So they have heard what we said…. but 
what are they going to do about it?  The 
Highways Agency says: 
“Our proposed solution maintains all the 
principal traffic movements through the 
Girton interchange and significantly 
improves traffic flows from east to west on 
the A14. There is opportunity, although 
not necessarily as part of this scheme, to 
consider the benefits of improving 
connectivity by providing a link between 
the A428 eastbound to M11 southbound, 
and the M11 northbound to the A428 
westbound. However, although the latter 
movement would be relatively easy to 
achieve, the opposite movement would 
require additional bridges and would need 
to be carefully located to avoid interfering 
with the A14 westbound to the M11 
southbound slip road. It could potentially 

add another vertical level to the Girton 
Interchange, which would have additional 
environmental impacts.  We will continue 
to review the demand for these movements 
as we develop the design and continue to 
consider the inclusion of any additional 
links at Girton Interchange on the basis 
that the benefits would have to justify the 
additional costs and offer an economic 
case for inclusion in the scheme.” 
Translating that into plain English, I think 
they are saying: 
·       They have sympathy to making it 
possible to drive northwards along the 
M11 and then flow straight onto the A428 
going west (i.e. you’d no longer have to 
come off at Junction 13 and go up 
Madingley Hill to the Madingley Mulch 
roundabout; instead you’d keep going 
along the M11 to the Girton Interchange, 
and flow onto the A428 westwards there 
 
·       But although that would be 
“relatively easy to achieve”, they don’t 
promise to do that as part of the A14 
upgrade over the next few years (“not 
necessarily as part of this scheme”) 
·       But to go the other way (eastwards 
along the A428, and then flow straight 
onto the M11 going south) is – they think 
– very difficult from a construction 
perspective, and might need another bridge 
at the Girton Interchange (“potentially add 
another vertical level”) making it an even 
higher spaghetti junction.  This is 
disappointing to hear, as this link was the 
thing that the Councils most wanted. 
 
 
COMING TO ITV IN AUTUMN 2014 -
THE GRANTCHESTER MYSTERIES 
 
As you may have seen in the press, ITV 
has commissioned a TV adaptation of 
“The Grantchester Mysteries”, a series of 
murder-mystery short stories written by 
James Runcie, son of the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  These will be 
made in Spring/Summer 2014, and 
broadcast in the Autumn. 
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The detective – Rev. Sidney Chambers – is 
the vicar of Grantchester, a bachelor in his 
mid-30s, and the series is set in the 1950s.  
There’s one murder per episode (which 
means the each episode will be 60 or 90 
minutes long: apparently the reason why 
there are always two or three murders in 
Midsummer Murders, is because they have 
to stretch the programme out over 2 
hours!).  Generally the stories are not very 
bloodthirsty – they are more about why the 
murders have been committed, and the 
human stories and frailties behind them.  
There’s a bit of love interest, with a 
potential girlfriend from London, who 
gives Sidney a dog, which leads to lots of 
long walks around the area.   
I’m delighted by this, because it fits 
exactly with the QTSQ Vision of getting 
our area better-known, and spreading the 
word about its beauty and amenity value.  
To broaden the production away from just 
Grantchester, I’ve induced the producer 
and his location manager to walk up Red 
Meadow Hill (where the rifle range’s red 
flag is) and see if it might be suitable for 
the vicar’s dog walks and for film-shots of 
views over the Cambridge skyline. 
The production company did Spooks, 
Hustle, Life on Mars and Broadchurch, so 
they know what they are doing.  In fact, 
much of the filming will be done in studios 
in London (apparently it’s cheaper that 
way), and they will only be in 
Cambridgeshire for one week per month 
from March to June.   If you want to be an 
extra, you can volunteer, but you’ll need to 
have a 1950’s hair-cut! 
 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor  
 
 
QTSQ OIL CLUB 
 
We’ve renamed the Barton Ward Oil Club 
as the QTSQ Oil Club, to reflect the 
increasing use of the QTSQ phrase in our 
area.  Otherwise, there was no change to 
its primary activity, which is to enable 
residents to club-together and get 

volume discounts by bulk-buying home 
heating oil. 

Review of 2013 
The Club remained very active during the 
year, and the statistics are as follows:  
• 223 households in Barton, Coton, 

Grantchester and Madingley, and a few 
further afield, ordered oil 

• they ordered 370,910 litres of oil, more 
than the 356,450 litres in 2012 

• that’s nearly £200,000 worth of oil 
• 135 members ordered over 1,000 litres 

each during the year, for which our oil 
broker, Agricole, donates £5 each to 
local good causes.  So that’s £675 
raised this year. 

 
A reminder of how the Club works 

 

 
Although we call the QTSQ Oil Club a 
“club”, you don’t have to pay to join, and 
there is no membership paperwork.   

The club is administered for us by a broker 
called Agricole Oil, locally-based in 
Cambourne, and run by Jeremy Cole 
(pictured above) and his colleagues.  
Agricole started in 1993 as a grain 
marketing and brokerage service for local 
farmers, and later branched-out into oil 
broking.  Its oil club web-site is 
www.agricoleoil.co.uk. 
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The idea is simple: Agricole bulks-up your 
order for home heating oil with all of its 
other customers who order at the same 
time, so that you can benefit from a shared 
volume discount, and get the best 
competitive price from a range of suppliers 
on the day.  There are two ways to order: 
• phone/email any time, and your oil will be 

delivered within 2-3 days.  This gets you a 
normal discount, as your order will be 
bulked-up with all the other people who 
order on that day; or 

• phone/email in the last week of a month, to 
join the month-end scheme, and get 
delivery by the 7th of the next month.  This 
gets a bigger discount, as more people 
target this time of the month, so the volume 
of orders is bigger, and hence the discount 
is bigger. 

The best way to order is via 
www.agricoleoil.co.uk, but you can also 
do so by calling 01954 719452 or by 
emailing jeremy@agricole.co.uk 

In total, Agricole has over 2,000 customers 
in the Cambridge and the East Anglian 
region (represented by 19 local clubs like 
ours), and another 2,500 in the 
Oxfordshire to Bristol area (80 local 
clubs).  Agricole buys about 5 million 
litres of heating oil per year for its 
customers, or the equivalent of two 
Olympic swimming pools, which shows its 
ability to get volume discounts.   

Agricole also offers group boiler servicing, 
tank replacement and alarms – please 
contact them direct for details. 
Good cause 

The local good cause is agreed each year 
by the four parish councils, and we’ll be 
discussing and announcing that over the 
next few weeks. 

Francis Burkitt. Acting Chairman of 
BWOC, until anyone volunteers to take 
over! 
 

 

ACCESSING ADULT SOCIAL CARE 
SERVICES 
 
Who to contact, where to find 
information  
Social Care is personal and practical 
support to help people live their lives by 
supporting them to maintain their 
independence and dignity and ensuring 
they have choice and control over the 
support they receive. Many people don’t 
think about social care until they or 
someone they know need support, and then 
find they are unsure about where to find 
information or how to access the services 
they need.  
 
What should I do if I think I or someone 
I know may require social care support? 
Adult social care provides advice and 
services to people who may need help 
because of their age, physical disability, 
sensory impairment, learning disability or 
a mental health issue.  
 
The first step to accessing services is to 
arrange an assessment by adult social care 
to establish your specific needs. This is 
free, irrespective of your income, and 
available to all. It will determine if you are 
eligible for a Personal Budget – an 
allocated sum of money with which to plan 
the support you need. Alternatively, your 
circumstances may mean you are classed 
as a ‘self-funder’ with the means to pay for 
your care.    
 
Getting in touch 
Adult social care customer services are the 
initial point of contact for all social care 
enquiries. The trained staff know about the 
services available and can offer advice on 
who else may be able to help. Call them on 
0345 045 5202.  
 
When you contact customer services they 
will ask you for some basic details, 
including basic financial information. The 
aim is to maximise your independence and 
ensure you receive the support you need. 
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This could include information and advice, 
re-ablement – individually tailored short-
term support to help you become as 
independent as possible following an 
illness or operation, or a social care 
assessment. 
 
If you think you may need help with 
mental health issues you should contact 
your GP in the first instance. 
 
More information 
If you have access to the Internet the Your 
Life, Your Choice website at 
www.yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk provides 
more information about the assessment 
process and accessing care and support for 
anyone looking for information for the 
first time. Staff and volunteers in your 
local library can also help you to access 
the information online.  
 
Amanda Davies, Cambridgeshire County 
Council 
TRADING STANDARDS 
 

Spotlight on scams and mis-selling 
 
Recently the national press have covered 
the story of Sylvia Kneller, a pensioner 
who lost over £200,000 to scam letters 
over the past 56 years. Friends and family 
warned her that these were scams, but she 
didn’t want to believe them, ever hopeful 
that a big windfall would soon be hers.  
 
At Trading Standards we sadly come 
across residents in Cambridgeshire who 
have lost significant amounts of money, 
for some their life savings, to such scams. 
These scams are operated by career 
criminals who use sophisticated tactics to 
persuade you to part with your money. We 
hope the article below will help you to 
avoid many of the most common types of 
scam. 
 
Scam letters 
• Commonly these claim you have won a 

prize and ask for a small payment in 

advance … and then another, each time 
requesting a larger sum. No prize is 
ever forthcoming. We also frequently 
uncover letters from supposed 
‘clairvoyants’ who claim they can bring 
you luck or protect you from harm in 
exchange for payments. These are all 
scams and once you send money to one, 
you will be inundated with more. 

 
Telephone scams 
• Beware of callers who claim to be 

calling about the non-payment of 
telephone bills and threatening to 
disconnect you unless immediate 
payment is made. Check the facts and 
contact your provider on the number 
provided in your paperwork. Ensure 
there is a dialling tone before calling 
them in case the fraudsters have 
remained on the line ready to pose as 
your service provider. If there is not a 
dialling tone, try again in 5 minutes.  

• You may experience a series of silent 
calls, followed by a call from a 
company offering to help prevent silent 
calls, for a fee. This call is made by the 
same fraudsters who were making the 
silent calls. 

 
Door-to-door callers 
• With regards to house alarms, beware 

of telesales calls (often followed up by 
a house call) offering an alarm system 
at virtually no cost. The catch is the 
annual service charge which amounts to 
thousands of pounds.  

• Beware of any trader who knocks at the 
door offering to do home improvement 
or gardening work for you, no matter 
how friendly they seem or how cheap 
the job appears. This is the prime way 
rogue traders find customers.   

• Be cautious of door-to-door callers who 
claim to be ex-convicts who are trying 
to turn their lives around by selling 
domestic products such as dusters. 
Their story is untrue and once you buy 
from them they will call on you again 
and again. 
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For further information or to report a 
scam, visit Action Fraud’s website 
www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 
1232040.  

If you feel that you are trapped in a cycle 
of responding to scam letters/calls and are 

sending frequent payments, we can 
provide you with support to help you break 

the cycle. Please contact us via the 
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline, on 

0845 4040506.  
 

Buying a puppy from someone you 
don’t know? 
 
At Trading Standards we have seen an 
increase in puppies being imported for the 
purposes of being sold online or via 
newspaper advertisements but which have 
not been properly vaccinated against 
Rabies. Aside from the potential risk of 
them bringing the disease into the UK, a 
rabid dog would pose a serious health risk 
to its owner, their family and anyone in 
close proximity at the time the symptoms 
became apparent.  
 
In this article we offer advice on what to 
look for when buying a puppy from 
someone you don’t know, helping you to 
ensure you get the healthy dog you want. 
 
• Always meet the puppy in its home 

environment with its mother and the 
rest of the litter, and try to arrange to 
visit the puppy more than once. We 
would always advise that you take 
someone with you.  

• Ask where the puppy was born. If it 
was born abroad, it should either have 
a pet passport (if it came from Europe) 
or a Veterinary Certificate (if it came 
from elsewhere in the world). Ask to 
see this. Check that the description in 
the passport or certificate matches the 
puppy, particularly its age, and check 
it has been vaccinated against rabies 
and treated for tapeworm. Usually a 

rabies vaccination will not work on a 
puppy that is younger than 3 months 
old, so check on the documents that 
the puppy was older than this at the 
time it was vaccinated. If you have 
any concerns at all, speak to a vet 
before buying it. If possible have the 
puppy’s microchip scanned to check it 
matches its passport.  

• Advertisers will not always make it 
clear that a puppy has been imported 
but telltale signs are a low price, the 
language used in the advert (which 
may suggest the advertiser is not 
English e.g. describing the puppy as 
‘potty trained’) and the way the puppy 
is photographed (often importers 
accessorise puppies in the 
photographs). Also be cautious if a 
puppy is described as having a 
passport, Europass etc as this indicates 
it has been imported. Points such as 
these should lead you to ask extra 
questions of the seller. 

• If they are advertised as a pedigree, 
ask to see their pedigree papers and 
ensure the breeder’s name is on them. 
Make sure you are handed the papers 
at the time of purchase. 

• You could use an RSPCA and Animal 
Welfare Foundation’s Puppy Contract 
(www.puppycontract.org.uk). It 
requires the seller to record detailed 
information about the puppy and its 
parents e.g. parental screening and 
how the puppy has been prepared for 
re-homing, and all information 
provided in the contract is legally 
binding. In exchange, you commit to 
meeting the puppy’s future health and 
welfare needs.  

• If you suspect the seller is operating 
an illegal puppy farm, please contact 
the local district council. If you 
suspect animal cruelty contact the 
RSPCA on 0300 1234 999. If you 
suspect a puppy has been imported 
without vaccination or a valid 
passport, report it to Trading 
Standards advice partner, Citizens 
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Advice Consumer Helpline, on 08454 
040506. 

• And finally, remember that puppies 
should not leave their mothers until 
they are at least 8 weeks old. 

 
For more detailed advice and guidance 
visit DEFRA’s website 
www.gov.uk/buying-a-cat-or-dog. 
 
 

DO SOMETHING SPECIAL…Become 
a Foster Carer in 2014 

Cambridgeshire County Council needs 
more foster families to help transform 
lives and meet the needs of local children 
and young people. Although the service 
has seen an increase in enquiries they still 
need to encourage more people to make 
that call and consider fostering.  

People become Foster Carers because they 
want to give children and young people a 
home for as long as they needed it. There 
are so many positive changes that a 
family’s love and commitment can make 
and anyone who has a caring nature 
should consider fostering.  
 
Every child is different so we need 
different Foster Carers. If you have a spare 
room and can offer stability, security and 
the positive experience of a loving family 
then we want to hear from you. 

You might be: 
•Married, in a civil partnership, single or 
living with a partner 
•From an ethnic background 
•In work, unemployed or retired 

Recruiting local people will mean that 
children and young people can live in their 
own community, continue to attend the 
same school and maintain contact with 
their family and friends. 

In return we offer generous allowances 
including a start up package, 24 hour 
support and full training. 

Call our freephone number on 0800 052 
0078 or email 
fanda@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CALLING ALL BUDDING EDITORS 
 
If anyone would be interested in taking over the 
editing of the village newsletter please contact me.  
Time restrictions mean that I cannot give as much 
time and attention to it as I would wish and I suspect 
it can be improved upon by somebody with more 
availability. 
 
elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net or telephone        
01954 211370 

 


