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DIARY 
 
Friday 29 March Good Friday Service 
   Parish Church  10.00am 
 
Sunday 31 March Easter Sunday Service 
   Parish Church  11.00am 
 
Tuesday 2 April  Open Day 
   Madingley Hall 
 
Sunday 14 April  Big Breakfast 
   Village Hall  9.00am 
 
Wednesday 17 April MPC Meeting 
   Village Hall   7.30pm 
 
Saturday 20 April Village Hall Maintenance  
 Day 10.00am 
 
Tuesday 7 May Madingley Hall Lecture 
 7.00pm 
 
Saturday 11 May Beat the Bounds walk 
 American Cemetery 
        Car Park, Cambridge 

Road     10.00am 
 
Saturday 18 May Village Hall Maintenance  
 Day 10.00am 
 
Monday 27 May Memorial Day Service 
 American Cemetery 

11.00am 
 
Friday 21 June - Art Exhibition 
Sunday 23 June Village Hall 
 
Saturday 27 July Village Ceilidh 
 Village Hall 
 
Saturday 19 October Quiz Night 
 Village Hall  7.30pm 
 
Saturday 2 November Village Bonfire 
 Horseshoe Pond Track 
 6.00pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor  01954 212725 
Fiona Whelan  

fiona.whelan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Rev’d Christine Barrow 01223 277674          

Parish Church Warden 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Church Secretary                                                  
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766     

Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook (Chair) 01954 211536 
Mark Robinson    
Joan Hinde 
Nicky Holdstock 
Geoff Tobin 
 

Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  101 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  101 

(Karen Mahoney – Cambourne) 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Village Newsletter 
Elizabeth Ingham  01954 211370  

elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT   

 

 

Since the last newsletter there have not been 

any controversial planning applications. We 

continue to be advised about the massive 

plans for North West Cambridge, which in 

years to come will be very visible from 

Cambridge Road. 

 

At the January meeting the annual budget was 

discussed and agreed and the precept for 

2013/2014 year will remain unchanged at 

£7450. In the budget the main items of 

expenditure are grass cutting, insurance, 

streetlight electricity, the Clerk's wages, 

maintenance etc of the village playground. I 

hope you have all seen the new salt bin, 

which your Council has bought at the end of 

Dry Drayton Road. The salt is provided FOC 

for public use. 

 

Currently we are consulting on a traffic 

survey, which I hope you have all completed. 

Please keep looking at your parish website on  

www.madingleyparish.net  - for all news and 

village information. If any villager wants to 

put something on the website, contact the 

webmaster via the website. We do not accept 

advertisements at the moment. 

 

Your Parish Council is always keen to help 

and encourage other village initiatives. Come 

and talk to any Councillor at any time, but 

particularly at Parish Council meetings and/or 

the Big Breakfast on 14th April, 9am to 

11am in the Village Hall. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting will be in 

the village hall on Wednesday the 17th of 

April at 7.30pm. All members of the public 

are welcome, and a glass of wine is included 

for those who attend. 

 

Logs and Tree Cutting 

 

The season for this has now started. More 

volunteers are always welcome. Those who 

help receive logs. The team also provide logs 

currently to about 4 pensioners FOC. The 

dates for further days are  

April 13, May 25, June 15 & 16, July 6 & 7. 

We start each day at the Farmhouse in Dry 

Drayton Road at 10am, bring lunch any 

suitable tools, strong boots and gloves. 

 

Madingley Bonfire 

 

Saturday 2nd November, 6.00pm at the same 

venue as last year, Horseshoe Pond track off 

Dry Drayton Road. All who attend please 

liaise with Mary Byam-Cook  - 01954 211536 

in advance over what you would like to bring 

in terms of food and drink. 

 

Beat the Bounds Walk 

 

Saturday 11th May starting at 10 am at the 

American Cemetery car park on Cambridge 

Road, we stop off at the Farmhouse for hot 

soup and a rest and then continue the circuit. 

We normally finish between 3 and 4 pm. Just 

turn up and join in, but an idea of numbers for 

soup in advance would be helpful – call Mary 

Byam-Cook on 01954 211536. 

 

Madingley Gardening Club 

 

At the Big Breakfast we will be canvassing 

interest in forming an informal friendly 

gardening club. Please register your interest 

on 14th April. 

 

Madingley Cooking Club 

 

At the Big Breakfast we will be canvassing 

interest in forming an informal friendly 

cooking club. Please register your interest on 

14th April. 

 

Madingley Baby Sitting Circle 

 

As there are lots of new children in the 

village, at the Big Breakfast we will be 

canvassing interest in forming an informal 

friendly baby sitting/baby sitters’ club. Please 

talk to Nicky Holdstock on the 14th April at 

the Big Breakfast about your sitting needs and 

also whether you would like to earn money as 

a baby sitter. 

 

Edward Byam-Cook, Chairman 

01954 211536 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

The Quiz Night on 9
th

 February was a hugely 

enjoyable sell-out with 10 teams of villagers 

and their friends pitting their wits against each 

other in a very close-fought competition.  

Victors were the Cambridge Road Team – 

many congratulations to them!  £442 was 

raised for the Hall Maintenance Fund – thank 

you very much to everyone who attended, to 

the Sports Club, and to Gilly and Bill for 

writing the questions, preparing the interval 

refreshment and, at the last minute, to Bill for 

standing in as the MC when Katherine 

became unwell. 

The evening was such a success that everyone 

has been asking when there will be 

ANOTHER QUIZ NIGHT, so please put 

Saturday 19
th

 October in your diaries.  There 

will be a further reminder about this nearer 

the time, but please do contact me to book 

your team in when you can to avoid 

disappointment. 

Our next event is SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

at the Village Hall, served by the Hall 

Committee from 9 – 11 on the morning of 

14
th

 April (please note change of date).  

Bacon baps, tea, coffee and orange juice will 

be on the menu – we would be grateful if you 

could make a donation towards our costs. 

Another date for your diary is the SUMMER 

CEILIDH at the Village Hall on Saturday 

27
th

 July, with further information to follow.  

This event is being organised in aid of the 

Hall Maintenance Fund.  Recent 

enhancements to the Hall are lighter folding 

tables for special events such as parties and 

classes, a baby changing unit and work to the 

heating system. 

Please note that the Hall will be closed 25
th

  – 

28
th

 March for repairs to the subsidence 

cracking and redecoration. 

 

The Hall is now hosting two regular weekly 

classes: –  

 

ZUMBA at 5pm on Mondays (Contact Sandy 

Haylock  sandyhaylockzumba@gmail.com)  

 

ADULT  GENERAL  ART  CLASSES. 

These will be held on Monday mornings 9.30  

-  12.30 this summer, starting on Monday 8
th

 

April.  The classes are for beginners and for 

more experienced students.  Jenny will 

provide subjects, aiming at a variety of 

subject and approach, to encourage perceptive 

drawing and colour-work.  Students bring 

their own materials. For details, contact Jenny 

Sanders  tel. 01223  693932. 

 

Chris Baldwin 

01954 210766 

cbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk 

www.madingleyvillagehall.org.uk 

 

 

MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH 

 

St Mary Magdalene Church 

 

We are only three months into the current 

year, but there seems to have been a 

tremendous amount of activity and news-

worthy items within the church community in 

that time. Not the first thing to happen, but a 

major event, was the birth of a second son to 

our Priest-in-Charge Mandy Maxwell, and her 

husband David. This is not quite the first time 

such an announcement has been made, but it 

is certainly an event of some historical 

importance. For the last two thousand years, 

priests in parishes in England have been 

incapable of giving birth, given that they were 

all male! James Alban Maxwell arrived 

swiftly one Sunday afternoon, and he and his 

family are making good progress.  

Less happy news was shared when we heard 

of the death of Dolly Dean, who with her 

husband John had worked for many years at 

Madingley Hall, and lived in the village 

during that time. It was wonderful to see the 

love and respect in which they are both held, 

shown as people from the Hall staff, and the 

village, gathered for her funeral service and 

the refreshments afterwards. 

As is traditional at this church, we observed 

Holocaust Memorial Day, and rejoiced in the 

fact that we have in our midst Dr Margie 

Tolstoy, who preached a positive and 

encouraging sermon. 

Later, we were delighted to celebrate the 90
th

 

birthday of one of our long-standing 

members, Mrs Joan Goodwin. We were able 

to enjoy drinks and nibbles after the Sunday 
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morning service, and give her several gifts 

from members of the congregation.  

From the beginning of the year, after 

consulting all the members of the current 

congregation, we have moved the time of the 

Sunday morning service back to the 

previously long-established time of 11am. 

Having celebrated the birth of Jesus in our 

Christmas services three short months ago, 

we [at the time of writing] are preparing for 

the other central festival of the Christian faith, 

as we remember the death of Jesus on Good 

Friday and his resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

There will be a service on Good Friday at 

10am, and one on Easter Sunday at 11am. 

In the meantime, we have been delighted to 

host services in the church during the 

weekend conference of the Friends of Mount 

Athos at Madingley Hall. In addition we will 

be welcoming the Stephen Perse Pre-Prep 

School to the church, as through story, 

enactment and creative activities they learn 

about the events of Holy Week and Easter. It 

will be a hectic and exciting morning, and 

hopefully very fruitful for everyone involved. 

The Mothers’ Union continues to meet on a 

regular basis, and information about it may be 

obtained from Mrs Elizabeth Seale [01223-

352240]. 

 

 

 

MADINGLEY HALL 

 

 

We have launched the Friends of Madingley 

Hall to coincide with the anniversary of the 

establishment 140 years ago, on 27 February 

1873, of the University of Cambridge Local 

Lectures Syndicate, which was (one of) the 

former name of the Institute of Continuing 

Education.  The Friends of Madingley Hall is 

open to all, with an annual subscription 

costing just £30.  Members will receive a 

range of benefits, including a welcome pack, 

priority booking for selected Hall events and 

an invitation to our Anniversary Garden Party 

in July 2013. 

  

Those of you who attended the Village 

Meeting at Madingley Hall on the evening of 

Wednesday 13 February will know a little 

about the Friends already. However, for 

everyone, there are further details available on 

our website: www.ice.cam.ac.uk/friends  

  

You can join the Friends online at the website 

above or email us at friends@ice.cam.ac.uk 

 

We will also deliver leaflets, including an 

application form for the Friends, to houses in 

the Village over the next week or two. 

  

While I am writing, you may be interested in 

our OPEN DAY on 2nd April: 

www.ice.cam.ac.uk/openday.  We will have 

more than 35 free events running throughout 

the day, when you can hear leading 

University experts speak on subjects ranging 

from Oliver Cromwell to nanotechnology, or 

take a tour of the historic 16
th

 century Hall 

and Gardens and sample homemade canapés, 

cakes and refreshments showcasing our 

catering provision.  There will also be family 

friendly activities including a nature trail and 

taster sessions so you can find out what it is 

like to study with us. 

  

I do hope that you might be interested in 

becoming a Friend and/or joining us on 2nd 

April. 

 

Free Public Events at Madingley Hall 

 

On 21
st
 April at 2.30pm, Charbel Mattar 

(baritone) and Martin Ennis (piano) will 

perform Schubert’s Winterreise. 

 

On 7
th

 May at 7.00pm Dr Eben Upton will 

speak on “A slice of Raspberry Pi”.  Dr Upton 

is a founder and trustee of the Raspberry Pi 

foundation, a charity founded in 2009 to 

promote the study of basic computer science 

in schools, and responsible for developing a 

single-board computer called the Raspberry 

Pi. 

 

Admission is free, but places must be 

reserved in advance.  To reserve your place, 

visit www.ice.cam.uk/what-we-do or call 

01223 746212. 

 

Paul Ireland. 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

 

Update on local Development Plan 

  

As you know, South Cambridgeshire District 

Council is part-way through a 3-year process 

of drawing up plans for where new housing 

developments will go between now and 

2031.  This is clearly incredibly important for 

all of us. 

  

You will recall that SCDC published an 

“Issues and Options” document last summer, 

listing 116 planning issues and many possible 

options for addressing them, and held a public 

consultation on them.  There were a 

staggering 20,100 comments from members 

of the public, and over 6,600 people 

completed and returned the summary 

questionnaire. 

  

The next stage was a “mini-consultation”, 

from 7 January to 18 February, on a few 

matters that arose from last summer’s 

exercise.  This was held simultaneously with 

the City Council, as neighbouring councils 

have a statutory duty to co-operate.  

  

For those of us in Barton, Coton, Grantchester 

and Madingley (which you can either call 

“Barton Ward” or “the Quarter-to-Six 

Quadrant”) the most interesting thing is what 

was NOT happening in this mini-

consultation.  You may recall that, last 

summer, the two councils identified 10 

“broad locations” for development in the 

Green Belt round the edge of the city, 

including North & South of Barton Road, on 

the playing fields on the edge of Newnham, 

and behind the golf course at the top of 

Trumpington Road.  Well, they have all been 

dropped from the January/February 

consultation, which will be fantastic news for 

anyone who does not want to see 

development there. 

  

However, a word of caution: they can still 

come back, and the landowners/developers 

can still argue that they should be put back in. 

  

So where might the houses go?  The Jan/Feb 

consultation document talks of Northstowe, 

Waterbeach barracks, Bourne Airfield and 

sites in or around the largest villages (none in 

the QTSQ), including near Wort’s Causeway 

to the east of the city. 

  

On a separate matter, the topic of a 

community stadium remains alive, in a 

slightly confusing way.  The Jan/Feb 

consultation document says that “no specific 

need has been identified requiring the 

provision of a community stadium”, and it 

concludes that whether “there is considered to 

be a need for a community stadium to serve 

the Cambridge Sub-Region” is a subjective 

issue.  However, the review identifies that the 

“right package of uses in a suitable location 

could deliver benefits for the wider sub-

region”.  In other words, the City does not 

need a stadium, but the wider region might.  

There are now 9 possible locations, one of 

which is Trumpington Meadows.  Having a 

stadium at Trumpington Meadows is linked to 

having another 450 houses, to subsidise the 

cost of building it. 

  

After the Jan/Feb mini-consultation, it will 

then be time to stop thinking about the plan, 

and start actually producing it.  A “Draft 

Local Plan” will be produced and consulted-

on in Summer 2013; it will be revised in the 

light of comments in the Autumn; and then 

sent to the Secretary of State in Winter 

2013/14.  External “Inspectors” will look at it 

in early Spring 2014 to decide if it is “sound” 

(i.e. if it has been properly prepared), or 

recommend what changes are needed to make 

it sound. Then, in late Spring 2014, it will be 

formally adopted by SCDC. 

 

Francis Burkitt, District Councillor, SCDC 
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BARTON WARD OIL CLUB 

  

As I write this article in early January, a cold 

snap is threatened, so it is very appropriate to 

mention the Barton Ward Oil Club, which 

exists for the benefit of residents of Barton, 

Coton, Grantchester and Madingley. 

  

In 2012, 150 households in the club took 392 

deliveries of oil, i.e. an average of about two 

deliveries per member during the year.  They 

ordered a massive 356,450 litres of oil – in 

other words, more than a third of a million 

litres of oil, and over £200,000 worth.  The 

average is about 2,400 litres per year per 

household. 

  

Agricole donates £5 per customer who orders 

over 1,000 litres per year, which we put 

towards local good causes.   2011’s £600 

contribution paid for some of the 30 oak trees 

planted along “The Baulk” footpath in 

Grantchester.  In 2012 we will again get about 

£600, which will be divided in the ratio 2:1 

between good causes in Barton and new 

furniture for Madingley Village Hall.   The 

club has fewer members in Coton, as it is on 

the gas main. 

  

Although we call BWOC a club, you don’t 

have to pay to join, and there is no 

membership paperwork.  The club is 

administered for us by a broker called 

Agricole Oil (www.agricoleoil.co.uk), based 

in Cambourne and run by Jeremy Cole and 

his colleagues.  

  

The idea is simple: Agricole will bulk-up 

your order for home heating oil with all of 

their other customers who order at the same 

time, so that you can benefit from a shared 

volume discount, and the best competitive 

price from a range of suppliers on the day.  

There are two ways to order: 

(1)    phone/email any time, and your oil 

will be delivered within 2-3 days.  This 

gets you a normal discount, as your 

order will be bulked-up with all the 

other people who order on that day; or 

 

(2)    phone/email in the last week of a 

month, to join the month-end scheme, 

and get delivery by the 7
th

 of the next 

month.  This gets a bigger discount, as 

more people target this time of the 

month, so the volume of orders is 

bigger, and hence the discount is bigger. 

  

You can order by calling 01954 719452 or 

emailing jeremy@agricole.co.uk 

  

In total, Agricole has over 2,000 customers in 

the Cambridge and the East Anglian region 

(represented by 19 local clubs like ours), and 

another 2,500 in the Oxfordshire to Bristol 

area (80 local clubs).  Agricole buys about 5 

million litres of heating oil per year for its 

customers, or the equivalent of two Olympic 

swimming pools, which shows its ability to 

get volume discounts.   

  

Francis Burkitt. Acting Chairman of BWOC, 

until anyone volunteers to take over. 
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POLICE REPORT 

 

Hello all, 

 

Good news as there have not been any crimes 

reported for Madingley since I last wrote! 

However in neighbouring villages you may or 

may not be aware that there have been oil 

thefts, which often occur at this time of year. 

Unfortunately burglaries are still taking place 

and are taking priority in our day-to-day 

patrols and investigations. At the moment it 

appears that high value jewellery is still the 

main item that the offenders are looking for. 

Please remember not to keep jewellery in 

obvious places like bedside cabinets or 

wardrobes! There are various things you can 

purchase to disguise where your jewellery is 

kept.  The Internet, as always, is a great way 

to find these kinds of security ideas. 

 

Please remember, if you see anything that 

appears to be out of the ordinary or you think 

you have any information that may help us 

with investigations call us on 101. 

 

Don’t forget to sign up to Ecops 

www.cambs.police.uk/signup/ecops/ by 

signing up, which is free, you will receive 

regular crime and community information that 

is local to you. You will also be able to 

communicate with us via the Ecops 

messaging system. 

 

Some of you may have managed to attend the 

last panel meeting, which was held at the 

Cambourne Council Office on the 20
th

 of 

February. For those of you who couldn’t 

make it the following priorities were agreed:  

To address local speeding and parking 

concerns across the Neighbourhood. 

To target ASB issues in Caldecote, 

Cambourne and Hardwick. 

 

The next meeting will be held on the 22nd of 

May at Comberton Village College at 

7.30pm. 

 

Karen Mahoney, Cambourne Police Station 

 

 

 

 

AMERICAN CEMETERY 

 

I am taking this opportunity to give you all a 

progress report on the development work 

being carried out at the cemetery, just like a 

jigsaw puzzle the different pieces are 

gradually coming together. 

 

Owing to the poor weather in January and 

February we are a little behind schedule but 

our main contractor is hoping to make up this 

time in the next few weeks. Work will shortly 

start to realign the entrance from the main 

A1303. Much of the preliminary work on the 

changes to the car park is complete. The roof 

of the old visitors’ building has been retiled; 

work will soon start to install the new 

windows. The under-floor heating is nearly 

complete and other internal alterations are 

progressing. 

 

 
 

The new facilities building (call them toilets!) 

is still awaiting the roof tiles; we have been 

delayed because the gutters have to match 

those on the old building and fabrication has 

proved problematic. We are hoping that by 

Easter the roof will be completed and the 

external stone cladding will be started. 

 

Hidden in the trees the new interpretive 

building is looking better every day. We are 

awaiting a special delivery of handmade 

bricks to complete the exterior. Meanwhile 

the task of installing the conduits under the 

new floor to link to the displays and touch 

screens is well under way.  

 

The contract to fabricate the displays and 

external exhibits has been placed and as we 

speak a B-17 propeller assembly is awaiting 

customs clearance at Stansted. The attached 
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picture gives you an idea of the works going 

on to install the ducting and cabling needed 

for the exhibits and various electronic 

databases and film loops. If you have any 

specific concerns or questions please feel free 

to contact me: brookesa@abmc.gov  

 

The next main date for your diaries is 

Monday 27
th

 May at 11.00am when our 

annual Memorial Day Ceremony will take 

place; as usual all are welcome to attend. 

 

Arthur Brookes 

 

 

TRADING STANDARDS 

 

What can you do when retailers face 

financial difficulty?  

 

With recent news of well-known high street 

retailers facing financial difficulty, you may 

be wondering what to do if goods you have 

paid for are not delivered or they are faulty 

and the company goes into administration. 

 

Trading Standards have put together the 

following advice to help you to protect your 

money: 

 

• Credit card purchases 

 

When buying goods or services with a cash 

price of more than £100 but less than 

£30,000, it is advisable to pay for at least part 

of them with a credit card. That way, if the 

retailer is unable to deliver the goods or there 

is a fault with them, the card provider will be 

liable for the goods too.  

 

• Debit card purchases 

 

If you pay by debit card, the provider (bank) 

or Visa/Mastercard terms may help with any 

claims you may have. However, unlike a 

credit card, this differs between providers so 

you should be clear about what assistance you 

will get for non-delivery or faulty goods. The 

card agreement will state any terms you need 

to meet for claims - such as timescales for 

reporting a breach of contract by the retailer 

and any evidence you must provide. If you 

meet the terms for making a claim but are 

unhappy with the card provider’s response 

you should follow their own complaints 

procedure. 

 

 For both credit and debit card purchases, if 

you remain dissatisfied with the card 

provider’s response you can raise the matter 

with the Financial Ombudsman Service 

(FOS) www.financial-ombudsman.org.uk 

who will decide if the complaint was valid 

and award damages if applicable. 

 

• Buying by PayPal 

 

The same procedure for claims for debit card 

payments also applies to PayPal payments as, 

although PayPal is not a bank, they are signed 

up to the FOS. Other money transfer services 

have similar terms to PayPal but may not be 

signed up to the FOS for dispute resolution. 

You are therefore advised to check their 

terms. 

 

• Cash or cheque 

 

If buying goods by cash or cheque then 

unfortunately this is a case of ‘buyer beware’.  

 

 

Another common concern for consumers is 

the validity of gift cards or vouchers for a 

company that has entered administration. 

Unfortunately these are accepted only at the 

discretion of the administrators. There is no 

express right to use them - even though they 

are effectively cash. 

 

If you require any further advice or 

information about any of the matters in this 

article please contact our partner, Citizens 

Advice Consumer Service, on 08454 040506.  

For business advice and support contact 0345 

0455206. 
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COMBERTON VILLAGE COLLEGE 

 

 

EXCITING plans for the new Adult Education programme at Cambourne Village College are 

already under way ahead of the start of classes in September. 

But Adult Education Manager Diana Cook, who already runs the department at Comberton Village 

College, wants your help to ensure the range of courses and day schools meet the needs and desires 

of the local residents. 

She is looking to provide a range of daytime, evening and weekend courses so if there is anything 

you would like to see, now is the time to get in touch. Equally, if you are a tutor and would like to 

hold a class at the new college, please get in touch either by e-mail to 

commed@comberton.cambs.sch.uk or by telephone on 01223 264721 

The building work at Cambourne is continuing at speed and applications for places in Year 7 for the 

next academic year have been very strong.  However, if there are any enquiries regarding 

admissions, including details of how to apply for a place, then please do not hesitate to contact the 

school by e-mailing head@cambournevc.org 

Meanwhile, there is a full programme of events and activities at Comberton Village College. As 

well as the on-going Adult Education classes and courses, Comberton Sports and Arts also host a 

wide range of classes, events and entertainment. 

A fuller list of events from CSA plus some Community Education Day Schools is detailed below 

and more information can be found on our websites, www.combertonvc.org  or 

www.combertonsa.org 

 

Wed 27th 

Mar 

Slam Poetry with awarding winning Page to 

Performance 

7:30pm £2 

Sat 6th Apr Iceni Amateur Boxing Tournament 6:30pm £20 entrance only 
£35 dinner tickets 

Wed 17th 

Apr 

Beginners’ Golf 
 

7.00-8.00pm £35 for 6 weeks at Maldon Golf Club. 
Contact Community Education Dept for more 
information and booking 

Sat 20th Apr Let’s Break Even Productions presents: 
As You Like It 

2:30pm 
& 7:30pm 

£5 adult / £3 Concessions 

Wed 24th 

Apr 

Vienna Festival Ballet presents: 
Sleeping Beauty 

7:00pm Tickets: £59.00 Family (2+2), £19.00 Adult, 
£16.00 Concessions, £13.00 U16s 

Sat 27th Apr Chinese Cookery 10.00am-4.00pm £43 including all ingredients and lunch. 
Contact Community Education Dept for more 
information and booking 

Mon 29th 

Apr 

WI County Conference 6:30pm  

Fri 3rd – Sun 

5th May 

1st Comberton Beer Festival 
Proceeds to our Heart Start Appeal to buy a 
defibrillator 

5:00pm till late See website for details 
www.combertonsa.org  

Fri 10th May Custard Comedy  8:00pm £8 adv / £10 door 

Sun 19th 

May 

Jill Bridger School of Dance   

Mon 27th- 

Fri 31st May 

Half Term Drama Workshops with Ella Lyons 9:00am – 
4:30pm each day 

£70 

Sun 9th Jun Alzheimer’s Research Sponsored Walk  www.alzheimersresearchuk.org  for details 

Fri 14th Jun Custard Comedy 8:00pm £8 adv / £10 door 
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COMBERTON LIBRARY 

 

 

Friends of Comberton Library March Report: 

 

The Doorstep service is now known as 

Library at Home; new leaflets with the slogan 

“if you can’t come to the library, we can 

come to you” are on display in Comberton 

Library. If you are interested in volunteering 

to deliver books and audio books, or if you 

know of someone who could benefit from the 

service please ask for information at the 

library. 

 

The Comberton Reading Group meets at 

10.30am on the 3rd of April when the group 

will discuss The Siren by Alison Bruce, on 

the 1st of May -  Nightwoods by Charles 

Frazier and on the 5
th

 of June, - Remarkable 

Creatures by Tracy Chevalier. 

 

Activities in other libraries:  Cambourne 

Library, first Wednesday of each month 2.00 

– 3:30pm, engage in the afternoon, speaker or 

activity for older people.  Author Peter 

Murphy is visiting the Central Library, 

Cambridge on Wednesday 10th April 2013 at 

1pm. Free admission, but you need to book 

your place on 

your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.  Also at 

Central Library, a new group Oi! You! 

Reading and Creative Writing Groups for 

Teens, meets at 3pm every other Saturday. 

 

Suzan Griffiths 

Chair FOCAL 

 

 

 

MORE CHOICE IN SOCIAL CARE 

 

Social care is provided to people who have 

been assessed as having substantial or critical 

support needs with personal care, getting 

meals, managing medication and staying safe. 

If you need social care the County Council 

will arrange your care for you, but they now 

have a duty to offer and provide Direct 

Payments. Direct Payments are an alternative 

way of getting the care and support you need. 

They are cash payments made directly into a 

Direct Payment bank account so that you can 

use the money to make your own social care 

arrangements. 

With a Direct Payment you have more choice, 

control and independence about how your 

care is organised. If you would like to find out 

more about Direct Payments visit the Your 

Life, Your Choice website at: 

www.yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk, pick up a 

leaflet from your library, phone adult social 

care enquiries on 0345 045 5202, or contact 

the Cambridgeshire Direct Payment Support 

Service on 0845 6000 684. 

 

Cambridgeshire County Council 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUS TIMES. 

 

Whippet Bus Service No 8 to Cambridge 
 
Departs Madingley at: 0950, 1100 and 
1400. 
 
Departs Drummer Street, Bay 3 at: 1020, 
1230 and 1630. 
 
Monday to Saturday. 
 
 
Whippet free Bus Service No T1 to 
Tesco 
 
Departs Madingley Hall Gates at: 0948 
 
Departs Tesco Bar Hill at:  1130 
 
Tuesday.  
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Superfast Broadband Update 

In October 2010, BT announced the Race To 

Infinity, which offered the winning exchanges 

an upgrade for superfast broadband. A 

number of residents from all the villages 

served by Madingley Exchange got together 

to form the MadingleyX team that helped 

campaign and gather signatures. I was pleased 

to lead that team and the hard work paid off 

as Madingley was one of 6 winning 

exchanges. 

When BT announced the winners in January 

2011, it also stated that it expected the rollout 

to take 12 months, so that superfast 

broadband service would be available to 

residents in by March 2012. Well, that 

timetable was rather optimistic to say the 

least. 

Superfast broadband is being provided using 

fibre optic technology. The service is to be 

provided using three forms of fibre 

technology namely, Fibre to the Cabinet 

(FTTC), Fibre to the Premises (FTTP), and 

Exchange Only (EO). Two cabinets have been 

installed, one in Hardwick and one in Coton. 

The other villages, namely Madingley, 

Caldecote, Childerley and Dry Drayton 

Estates would have FTTP, with a small 

smattering of Exchange only lines. 

The cabinet at Hardwick went live in May 

2012 and in Coton went live in June 2012 and 

residents of those villages are now enjoying 

superfast broadband. The rest of us have had 

to wait longer as tens of miles of fibre cable 

were deployed during the summer months of 

2012. Unfortunately, the cable deployment 

ran into difficulties (blocked cable ducts, 

broken cables etc.), and new cables had to be 

laid and the work was completed in August 

2012.  

By October 2012, superfast broadband 

became available to Childerley, a small 

section of Caldecote, Dry Drayton Estates, 

and in November more of Hardwick got the 

service. BT stated that by Christmas the rest 

of the exchange area, that is Madingley and 

the rest of Caldecote would have broadband 

enabled. Unfortunately, that has not been the 

case, as BT keep claiming that the delay is 

caused by “technical difficulties”. Needless to 

say, BT was not forthcoming with 

information about progress and had to be 

pressed repeatedly. 

The network of cables for the FTTP 

terminates at a number of nodes called 

Passive Optical Networks (PONs). These 

PONs had to be tested and commissioned to 

enable the service to be available. In early 

December 2012, BT finally admitted that 

unfortunately two PONs that failed 

commissioning were those covering 

Madingley and most of Highfields Caldecote. 

The commissioning tests showed there were 

broken fibres, and it seems the fibres tended 

to get broken during termination at the PON 

unit. Therefore, BT had to either re-terminate 

(if there was enough slack in the cable run) or 

re-lay the cable. 

Needless to say Christmas, New Year, 

Valentine’s Day all came and went, and still 

no superfast broadband. The latest update 

today (mid March) from BT is that Openreach 

is still working through the systems issues 

that were discovered during the 

commissioning of the last 2 PON areas and 

that it is unlikely to have finished in the next 

few weeks. 

This was very disappointing news indeed. 

Having already commissioned some PONs in 

the area, it is unbelievable that BT is now 

unable to resolve “systems issues” to enable 

service for the remaining villages. 

The word on the grapevine however is that 

BT is short staffed, and that take-up in some 

areas (e.g. Cambourne) has been so high that 

the company is unable to take on any more in 

this area. 

The situation has not been helped by the fact 

that different parts of BT give different 

information when residents call to check for 

availability. So those who have been told by 

BT customer services that the exchange is not 

on the list to be upgraded, do not believe it. I 

have raised this issue with the BT Partnership 
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Directors who are my contacts, so it is up to 

them to get their internal communications in 

order! 

I am sorry that the news is not better. The 

MadingleyX team worked very hard for this, 

and I must express my thanks again to the 

residents of Madingley who helped us to win. 

Rest assured that I am continuing to chase BT 

for more specific information on the “systems 

issues” and will press until we are all on the 

superfast broadband highway.  

You can check for updates either on my 

website at www.TumiHawkins.org.uk or on 

facebook at www.facebook.com/MadingleyX 

where you can also join the discussions with 

the rest of us who are still waiting. 

Tumi Hawkins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MADINGLEY ART EXHIBITION 
 

An Art Exhibition will be held in the Madingley Village Hall for three days from 

June 21
st
 to June 23

rd
.  Works of art including paintings, sculptures and craft work 

from both British and Overseas artists will be on display and for sale.  Proceeds 

from the Exhibition will go to The Jeanne Stephens Foundation, a local charity 

that supports Health and Education projects in Mozambique. 

 

Details of the Exhibition are as follows: 

 

Friday Evening:  Preview & Sale 6.00 to 8.30pm  By invitation 

 

Saturday:  All day 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Open to the public for viewing and sale 

 

Sunday:  10.00am to 6.00pm 

Open to the public for viewing and sale 

 

COME ONE COME ALL AND SUPPORT A 

GOOD CAUSE! 
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STEPHEN PERSE PRE-PREP SCHOOL 

 

 

This term the Pre-Prep children at Madingley 

have been learning how people in the local 

community help us. After a trip to Cambourne 

library and a ride on the Guided Bus the 

children decided that they wanted to take part 

in helping others. During assembly the 

children heard about urban slums in Nairobi 

and Nicholas in Year 1 commented that ‘it 

was not fair that children had to live in houses 

like that’. Motivated by what they had seen 

the Pre-Prep enthusiastically began raising 

money for red nose day. In the City, the 

children wore aprons to school for the day 

and made chefs hats before working as a team 

to make chocolate crispy cakes. They held a 

cake sale at the end of the day and were very 

proud of the number of cakes they managed 

to sell. At Madingley the children made a!

donation for wearing wacky red accessories to 

school and spent the afternoon playing team 

games and going on a hunt for red things. We 

raised a total of £124 for red nose day. 

As we approach the Easter holidays the 

children had the opportunity to listen to the 

Easter story and find out about Christian 

traditions at this time of year on a visit to St 

Mary Magdalene’s church. During a morning 

of Easter activities the children travelled 

around the church listening to the Easter story 

as told by local volunteers. Then it!was back 

to Madingley for a Maths challenge of finding 

numbered eggs and deciding how the 

numbers were ordered. The morning ended 

with Spring and Easter themed songs with 

Mrs Mullett and the children are hopeful that 

with Easter around the corner and signs of 

Spring there will be more sunshine and 

warmer weather on the way. We would like to 

thank Reverend Christine Barrow and her 

volunteers for giving us such a positive end to 

our term. 

 

                             

 


