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DIARY 
 
 
Monday 23 July  Madingley History 
   Group Meeting 
   7.30pm Village Hall 
 
Wednesday 25 July MPC Meeting 
 7.30pm Village Hall 
 
Saturday 28 July Logging Team Meeting 
 The Farmhouse 9.00am 
 
Saturday 11 August Madingley Hall Summer 
 Ball  7.00pm 
 
Monday 8 October Madingley Hall Lecture 
 7.00pm 
 
Wednesday 24

 
October MPC Meeting 

 7.30pm Village Hall 
 
Thursday 25 October History Group Meeting  
 7.30pm Village Hall 
 
Saturday 3 November Village Bonfire 
 6.00pm Horseshoe Pond 
 
Monday 19 November Madingley Hall Lecture 
 7.00pm 
 
Thursday 6 December History Group Meeting 
 7.30pm Village Hall 
 
Wednesday 16 January MPC Meeting 
2013 7.30pm Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor  01954 212725 
Fiona Whelan  

fiona.whelan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Parish Church Warden 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Church Secretary                                                  
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766     

Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook (Chair) 01954 211536 
Mark Robinson    
Joan Hinde 
Nicky Holdstock 
 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  0345 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  0345 4564564 

(Karen Mahoney – Cambourne) 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Village Newsletter 
Elizabeth Ingham  01954 211370  

elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net 

BUS TIMES. 

 

Whippet Bus Service No 8. 
 
Departs Madingley at: 0950, 1100 and 
1400. 
 
Departs Drummer Street, Bay 3 at: 1020, 
1230 and 1630. 
 
Monday to Saturday. 
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MADINGLEY JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

‘Big Lunch’ 2012 

 

It has been estimated that 6 million of us 

came together for lunch during the Diamond 

Jubilee weekend and over 100 of those were 

here in Madingley on Tuesday 5th June at our 

very own Jubilee Celebration Bring and Share 

‘Big Lunch’. 

 

We were thrilled that we had such a good 

response when residents with their friends and 

relations brought delicious dishes to 

Madingley Village Hall. They ranged from 

Coronation Chicken to Pasta Salad and the 

puddings were to die for. A range of drinks 

from the Bar, which stayed open all 

afternoon, accompanied the food and we all 

drank the Royal Toast at tables festively 

decorated with red, white and blue and many 

union flags. Bunting adorned the Village Hall 

both inside and out, some of it beautifully 

made by the children. 

 

The guests were greeted on arrival with music 

from ‘The Breach’; the children were 

entertained by ‘Mr Rainbow’; and there was a 

stupendous medal as prize for the winners of 

the ‘Royal Quiz’, a wonderful selection of 

questions relating to the Queen and the Royal 

Family. 

 

Tea and cakes were also an important part of 

the celebrations and the colourful range of 

homemade cakes, decorated so innovatively, 

complemented the special Madingley Queen’s 

Jubilee 2012 Celebration Cake with Crown 

and Union Flag presented by Mrs Hazel 

Ransom. 

 

Thank you to ‘The Jubilee Team’ – Jan 

Tobin, Jane Neville, Chris Cound and Heather 

Robinson, not forgetting Edward, Mark, 

Geoff, of ‘The Bar’ and Geoff of ‘The Quiz’ 

and everyone who helped so tirelessly in 

making the day such a memorable one! 

 

The big question is, did you meet members of 

our community for the first time and did you 

enjoy catching up with those you hadn’t seen 

for a while?? 
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There has been a suggestion that this type of 

event should become a regular one in our 

village calendar, so there is a position for a 

leader and team to organise the next one. The 

floor is yours! 

 

Mary Byam-Cook  
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MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH. 

 

The congregation was shocked and saddened 

by the death of Chris Neville in April.  Chris 

had been part of the church family since his 

arrival in the village a couple of years ago.  

The memorial service held in his memory was 

attended by over 300 people, many of them 

travelling from overseas.  It was a terrific 

testimony to the esteem in which he was held 

by business colleagues, friends and family 

alike.  Our prayers continue to be with Jane 

and the family. 

 

 

The congregation carried out its annual 

maintenance session in the churchyard on one 

of the few beautifully sunny days this Spring.  

Here is the team taking a well-earned tea 

break. 

 

In order to build up our financial reserves in 

preparation for the next round of restoration 

work at the church, the congregation sold teas 

on the afternoon of the National Gardens 

Scheme at Madingley Hall.   £650 was raised 

and grateful thanks are extended to everyone 

who helped with the event, to Richard Gant 

and his team at Madingley Hall and to those 

who came along to enjoy the gardens and 

church. 

 

The Church continues to be ‘in interregnum’ 

which means that we have no priest in overall 

charge of the Parish.   Ministry at the church 

continues to be provided by visiting clergy 

and we are most grateful to them for their 

support.  If you need to contact us, for any 

reason, please phone our church warden   

Alan Clarke (01223 262678) or the church 

secretary Sue Baldwin (01954 210766). 

 

Church Register: 

 

3
rd

 February Funeral service for Miss 

Wendy Hinde 

11
th

 March Interment of the ashes of Mr 

Ernest and Mrs Betty Radford 

20
th

 April Funeral Service for Mr Chris 

Neville 

27
th

 May Baptism of Lottie Mae 

Broughton 

24
th

 June Baptism of Alessia Faith Cash 

 

Services:   There is a service at the Parish 

Church every Sunday morning at 11.30am.  

Please see the church noticeboard for 

further details. 

 

 

 

MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP. 

 

SUMMER MEETING Monday 23
rd

 July 

2012 ~ 7.30 pm at Madingley Village Hall 

 

MADINGLEY’S JACKDAWS: An illustrated 
talk by Dr Alex Thornton. 

 
 

 

 

As Alex Thornton's research on the jackdaws 

of Madingley continues into its second year, 

he returns to the Madingley History Group to 

discuss his research on these clever birds.  

 

Following a disastrous spring in 2011, when 

severe drought caused the death of almost all 

the jackdaw chicks in the area, the rains of 

2012 bode well for the birds.  
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Alex will discuss how thousands of birds in 

winter flocks reach collective decisions, how 

the young learn to recognise their parents and 

the possible benefits of a healthy love life. 

 

 

Dates for your diary: The Autumn Meeting is 

planned for Thursday 25th October with a talk 

given by Dr Robin Glasscock.   The 

Christmas Meeting will take place on 

Thursday 6th December at 7.30pm when 

Mike Petty joins us – topic to be confirmed 

 

These events are open to all villagers & those 

with a particular interest in the history of 

Madingley.  Entry is free to members. 

Visitors are asked to make a donation of £2 to 

History Group funds. 

For further information please contact Sue 

Baldwin (01954 210766). 

 

 

 

MADINGLEY RACE TO INFINITY. 

Broadband Rollout Update July 2012 

 

I am happy to report progress with the roll out 

of superfast broadband to the communities 

served by Madingley Exchange. 

 

Two new cabinets have been installed and 

commissioned, one on Limes 

Road/Cambridge Road in Hardwick and the 

second is on Cambridge Road in Coton. Both 

these cabinets have been commissioned for 

service and are now live! Hurray! 

 

The Hardwick cabinet has been live since 

May 2012, and now has a few active 

customers. The first customer to go live on 

the superfast broadband highway reported 

receiving download speeds of 31.3Mbps and 

upload speed of 4.8Mbps. Another one that 

went on the highway in June reported 

35.8Mbps download and 5.5Mbps upload. 

That is cool. Please note that some parts of 

Hardwick will be getting service using FTTP 

(fibre to the premises) technology and this has 

been delayed. 

 

The Coton cabinet went live in June 2012 and 

now also has active customers on it. The first 

report of service is for 32.9 Mbps download 

and 5.9Mbps upload. This is indeed very 

good news. 

 

Residents in either Hardwick or Coton can 

check if the service is available for their 

premises by going to the BT website at 

www.bt.com/infinity, and clicking on the 

black button that says “Can I get BT 

Infinity?” This will bring up a popup screen 

where you can put in your telephone number 

to check. If the result is negative, then why 

not register to receive updates and BT will 

email you to let you know when the service is 

available for your telephone number. 

 

Residents will not automatically be updated to 

the new superfast broadband service. You will 

still have to contact your current service 

provider to check if they are able to provide 

the service to you and then buy a subscription.  

This will be possible only if the provider has 

subscribed and bought wholesale from BT. 

Usually providers will be able to tell you what 

service packages they are able to offer you. 

Please bear in mind that if your current 

provider is unable to supply you, then you 

may have to switch providers to get the 

service. 

 

The villages of Caldecote, Childerley and 

Madingley and the Dry Drayton Estates will 

be getting the service via FTTP.  

Unfortunately, the service for these areas has 

been delayed even further. This is because BT 

has had issues with some of the cable laying 

work done by their contractors, which means 

the work will have to be re-done. We have 

already seen some more cable contractor vans 

in the Caldecote area laying cables. This 

situation is understandably very frustrating 

for many, including me, who had been 

eagerly waiting to be able to order the service 

in June. I am waiting for an update on the 

timescales and will provide updates as soon as 

I have them. 

 

BT were keen to emphasise that for the 

Madingley exchange area 100% of premises 

will see an increase in speed, with 99.9% of 

premises receiving SFBB (Super Fast Broad 

Band) speeds greater than 15Mb, and 0.1% of 

premises receiving between 2Mb &15 Mb.   
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Some residents of Childerley had expressed 

concern that they had not seen much activity 

in their area. BT was able to provide 

reassurance stating that the fact that the 

residents of Childerley haven't seen much 

activity to date means that they will be 

connected via FTTP. 

 

For more detailed information, please visit the 

Madingley Exchange blog at 

www.RaceToInfinity.org.uk or “Like” the 

facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/MadingleyX to ask 

questions or email me 

madingleyx@gmail.com . 

 

Tumi Hawkins 

Madingley Race to Infinity Co-ordinator.  

 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and Olympic 

celebrations have inspired a new website to 

make it easier to bring communities across 

Cambridgeshire together for events. 

The new website – www.startnow.org.uk – 

provides information ranging from how to get 

started with organising an event, including 

budgeting and grants, to publicity and helpful 

tips on whether a licence and insurance may 

be needed. 

Cambridgeshire Councils and their partners 

have teamed up to develop the new easy-to-

navigate pages which aim to help increase the 

number of community events taking place by 

providing a step-by-step guide to turning an 

idea into a reality. 

The information on the new online guide 

builds upon a booklet launched by South 

Cambridgeshire District Council and stART, 

a partnership with the village colleges in the 

district. 

Cllr Mac McGuire, Deputy Leader at 

Cambridgeshire County Council, said: "This 

summer we are seeing two great events that 

bring communities across Cambridgeshire 

together, from the street parties to celebrate 

the Queen's Diamond Jubilee to the 

excitement of the Olympic Games in London 

and the Olympic Torch Relay coming to our 

county. In each case, local residents have 

come together for the benefit of the place in 

which they live - this is a fantastic thing and 

we hope this new website will be a focal point 

of advice, help and information." 

The website also includes case studies from 

across the county to demonstrate the type of 

events volunteers have made a success of in 

their areas. This includes the challenges they 

faced, and the benefits they brought to the 

whole community. 

Visit www.startnow.org.uk to find out more. 

 

MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL. 

 

CHRISTOPHER NEVILLE 

It is with great sadness that I have to record 

the sad passing of Chris Neville in early 

April. Chris and Jane moved into the village 

about two years ago and completed the 

restoration of Mrs Whitmore's old home. 

They both got very involved with the village 

and Chris was a huge help as my Vice-

Chairman of the Parish Council. He nobly 

threw himself into all the complications of 

local planning, at which he was most 

successful. He frequently offered wise advice 

and never raised his voice once in all the time 

that I knew him. He will be sadly missed but 

well remembered for some time to come. 

Chairman. 

 

 
 

Chris Neville 1940 – 2012  
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LOGGING 

The Madingley logging team next meet at my 

house on Saturday the 28th of July at 9.00am. 

We will also be cutting during most of 

Sunday as well.  Those who help get free 

logs, and for those pensioners in the village 

who need them we can supply logs at no 

charge. Let me know if you would like logs. 

Edward Byam-Cook 01954 211536 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Sadly we are now down to four Councillors 

instead of the total of five with the sad death 

of Chris Neville in April. If anyone would 

like to be considered as a Councillor please 

contact another Councillor or the Clerk.  

Plans for planning applications are made 

available in the village hall about a week after 

they are received, for one Friday evening – 

check the village notice board. 

We are pleased to report that South 

Cambridgeshire District Council is now 

looking after the village streetlights and 

paying for their upkeep. Your PC pays for the 

electricity. 

We are now being given copies of plans for 

the NW Cambridge application which is due 

to go to committee in early August. 

After meetings and discussions the road 

layout on the A1303 - Madingley Hill - was 

changed recently and our thanks goes to our 

County Councillor Fiona Whelan for all her 

hard work on this. 

The wooden post for the village sign was 

rotten and this has now been replaced with a 

metal post. 

The PC continues to pay for the grass cutting 

at the Village Hall, and after a special request 

for help the PC granted the Village Hall 

£1200. 

The village playground continues to be well 

used and the goal net has been replaced as 

well as one swing seat. A work party is 

needed to help cut back weeds and saplings. 

The next PC meeting is at 7.30pm on the 25th 

of July. 

 

BONFIRE PARTY 

This will be held at 6pm on Saturday the 3
rd

 

of November at the same site as last year 

close to the Horseshoe Pond off the Dry 

Drayton Road.  Anyone who can keep back 

material for the fire for collection on the last 

two weekends of October please call me, 

Edward Byam-Cook on 01954 211536 

 

PING PONG 

Remember all are welcome on the second 

Sunday of each month starting at 8pm in the 

Village Hall, anyone interested just turn up. 

 

CYCLE PATH 

The steering group are making progress as we 

have an offer of a ‘cycle path’ route in the 

village through land owned by Trinity 

College and the University of Cambridge. 

Once the best option has been reached a 

public meeting will be called to invite 

comments from the village. There is no 

suggestion that funds for this will come from 

the village. 

 

 

MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL. 

 
 The hall decorated for a wedding reception 
 

The Hall was the centre of the village Jubilee 

celebrations in June and continues to be well 

used by local residents and organisations for 

meetings, parties and gatherings.  Hires by 

Madingley residents are heavily discounted so 

when you are next planning a special event, 

do give us a call to find out what your Village 

Hall can offer. 

Repairs and upgrading of the plumbing 

system have taken place over the past month 

as part of a rolling programme of 

improvements.   If you would like to make a 

booking or find out more about our facilities 

please contact Chris Baldwin on 01954 

210766 

(cbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk). 
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ESTATE MANAGEMENT. 

 

 

In the last Madingley Village Newsletter the 

University invited anybody who wanted to 

access the dedicated tracks at Madingley for 

walking or riding to contact Rachel 

Buckingham-Howard on 01223 337820.  New 

permits have now been issued to those people 

who have responded, however there are a 

number of people who previously held 

permits and have not responded.  They need 

to be aware they do not have permission to 

access the Estate unless they have signed up 

for the new permit. 

  

I understand that there is concern about the 

safety of trees in the Village.  The large Horse 

Chestnut which fell earlier this year in Church 

Lane was in fact owned by the County 

Council.  The University has a detailed survey 

of all the trees adjacent to the public highway, 

or where members of the public have frequent 

access and these trees are inspected by a 

qualified arboriculturist on a regular basis. 

The arboriculturist specifies works that he 

believes are required and these works are 

always undertaken as soon as practically 

possible.  However, there are instances where 

a tree that seems to be perfectly healthy falls 

over and this is then classed as ‘an Act of 

God’. 

 

Rachel Buckingham-Howard. 

 

 

MADINGLEY HALL. 

 

Madingley Hall Summer Ball. 

This year's annual Madingley Hall Summer 

Ball will take place on Saturday 11 August 

2012. 

  

Join us from 7.00pm for an evening packed 

with live entertainment, good food and drink, 

and fantastic games and activities. Dance the 

night away to live music from the Umbrella 

Big Band, and enjoy raffles and garden games 

in aid of the Arthur Rank Hospice.  

 

Tickets cost just £40 including supper and 

wine reception, and accommodation is 

available. 

Book online at www.ice.cam.ac.uk/ball or 

phone 01223 746222. 

  

Free public lectures at Madingley Hall. 

Andrew Balmford, Professor of Conservation 

Science at Cambridge and Colin McGinn, 

Professor of Philosophy at the University of 

Miami will be speaking at Madingley Hall 

this autumn as part of a series of free public 

lectures. 

  

On 8 October at 7pm, Professor Andrew 

Balmford will give a talk entitled 'Nature's 

glass: half-full or half-empty?' As the world’s 

governments continue to miss their targets for 

reducing the rate of biodiversity loss, 

Professor Balmford will examine a series of 

case studies where things are getting better 

rather than worse, and will consider how 

conservation might increase its success rate. 

  

On 19 November at 7pm, Professor Colin 

McGinn will speak on 'The science of 

philosophy'. Professor McGinn is a British 

philosopher best known for his work on 

philosophy of mind and his support for 'New 

Mysterianism': the theory that human 

consciousness can never be explained because 

the mind is fundamentally incapable of 

comprehending itself fully. 

  

Admission is free but places must be reserved 

in advance. To reserve your place, please visit 

www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleylectures  or call 

01223 746212. 

  

Festival of Ideas comes to Madingley 

On 4 November 2012, Madingley Hall will be 

hosting three free talks as part of Cambridge’s 

arts and humanities festival. Find out more at 

www.ice.cam.ac.uk/festivalofideas  and book 

your place. 

 

Paul Ireland. 

 

 

 

Contributions to the newsletter welcome at 
any time to: 
 
elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net 
or tel: 01954  211370 


