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DIARY 
 
 
Thursday 26 May Pre-talk supper 
   Village Hall 6.30 pm 
                      
Thursday 26 May Illustrated talk by 
   Adrian Barlow 
   Parish Church  7.45 pm 
 
Monday 30 May  Memorial Day 
   American Cemetery  
   11 am 
 
Sunday 5 June  Morning Prayer with 
   Address on the King  
   James Bible  11.30 am 
 
Monday 6 June  History Group Meeting 
   Village Hall  7.30 pm 
 
Sunday 12 June National Gardens  
   Scheme 
   Madingley Hall 
   2.30 – 5.30 pm 
 
Friday 17 June  Candelit Opera Gala 
   Madingley Hall 
   7.30 pm 
 
Saturday 18 June The Barber of Seville 
   by  Gioachino Rossini 
   Madingley Hall 
   7.30 pm 
 
Saturday 25 June School Summer fête 
   10 am – 2 pm 
 
Wednesday 6 July Madingley Parish 
   Council Meeting 
   Village Hall  7.30 pm 
    
Thursday 14 July Madingley Hall Lecture 
   7 pm 
 
Saturday 16 July Madingley Hall Summer  
   Ball  7 pm 
 
Wednesday 12 October Madingley Parish 
   Council Meeting 
   Village Hall  7.30 pm 
  

 
. 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor  01954 212725 
Fiona Whelan  
fiona.whelan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Parish Church Warden 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Church Secretary                                                  
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766     

Parish Council Clerk 
Leigh Baffa   07801 560990 
lbaffa@ntlworld.com 
 
Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook (Chair) 01954 211536 
Chris Neville   01954 210206 
Mark Robinson    
Joan Hinde 
Nicky Holdstock 
 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  0345 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  0345 4564564 

(Karen Mahoney – Cambourne) 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Village Newsletter 
Elizabeth Ingham  01954 211370  
elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net 
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MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
REPORT  
 
Finance:  The annual precept of £7450 has 
been the same for 2 years now.  In the year 
2010/2011 this has been marginally under 
spent.  The Council expects to under spend in 
the current year and hopes to lower the 
precept for 2012/2013.  As of 31st March 
2011 the Parish Council funds stand at £8298. 
 
Village Playground:  This continues to be 
well used by young families and has been 
judged to be a success.  The Council will 
continue to top up the wood bark, have a 
ROSPA report done each year and carry out 
regular safety inspections.  The 15-year lease 
on the site ends in November 2021 and there 
is no statutory right to renew.  During the year 
a very large horse chestnut tree was felled and 
removed by the landlords, Cambridge 
University.  The damaged grass is now 
regrowing.  Ivy has been cut back from part 
of the roadside fence to reveal some rotten 
slats which will be replaced. 
 
Street lighting:  The lights are owned by the 
County Council but the electricity used to be 
paid for by South Cambridgeshire District 
Council.  Costs are now met by the Parish 
Council and a new and more favourable 
contract for the street lights is about to be 
signed. 
 
Highways:  A public meeting was held with 
the CCC Highways Department to discuss the 
tragic deaths on Madingley Hill, the A1303.  
The Parish Council awaits to hear what can be 
done to improve safety which is largely 
dependant on County Council funding.  A 
number of other issues were raised at a lower 
level and the response from CCC has been 
very encouraging.  There is still more to do 
including improvements to traffic calming 
and lowering of vehicle speeds in the village. 
 
Planning applications:  No contentious 
applications were received and most have 
now been approved. 
 
Tree felling:  No contentious applications 
were received and most have now been 
approved. 

Rubbish bins, signs, seats:  All continue to be 
maintained. 
 
Madingley Village Hall:  The last Council 
voted to help with floor and toilet works to 
the tune of £750.  The Council is severely 
restrained as to how much it can spend on any 
project in any year by spending rules. 
 
North West Cambridge Project:  Roger Taylor 
from the University of Cambridge kindly 
came to the Village Hall to explain in detail 
this large project.  It is expected that an 
outline planning application will be submitted 
in 2011 but none of the application falls 
within the Madingley Parish. 
 
Grass cutting:  The Parish is in year 2 of a 3-
year contract for cutting the grass around the 
playground and village hall.  The latter is 
being done as a donation by the Parish 
Council. 
 
Boundary Changes:  An approach was made 
to Girton Parish to transfer the land on 
Madingley’s side of the A14 to the Madingley 
Parish, an area of about 50 acres.  Girton 
Parish declined at this time, although the land 
is largely inaccessible from Girton Village.  
The subject is still open for discussion. 
 
Footpaths and cycle paths:  Madingley Parish 
has formed a steering group with Dry 
Drayton, Bar Hill and Coton.  A number of 
meetings have been held which are slowly 
leading to a positive conclusion.  It is 
Madingley’s intention to hold a public 
meeting to discuss the proposals once a 
measure of agreement has been reached from 
landowners and occupiers.  The village 
footpaths continue to be safely passable apart 
from one uncovered drain under the M11 near 
Huntingdon Road.  This information has been 
passed to the landowner. 
 
The Council is pleased to report that the 
recent uncontested election saved the Parish 
£750 in election costs. 
 
Welcome to our new Parish Councillors and 
thank you to the Parish Council for voting to 
increase the contribution to newsletter 
expenses. 
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MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH  
 
 
The Restoration of the North Porch (and 
other repair work) is complete!  Please do 
take the opportunity to have a look at the 
stunning result (including the bat-friendly 
notice board crafted by PCC Chairman, Col. 
Henry Day).   
 
Unfortunately the work turned out to be more 
extensive than expected.  Once the plaster had 
been removed, the poor condition of the 
internal walls was revealed.   
 
We have now been told that the tiles on the 
Chancel roof will need to be replaced soon – 
the extreme winter weather has caused a sharp 
deterioration in their condition – it’s always 
the way when caring for such a historic 
building and the restoration work never ends. 
 
The cost of the current works has been in the 
order of £26,000. We are most grateful to the 
Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust 
for their grant of £3,000.   
 
The Trust’s main source of funding is the 
annual sponsored Ride and Stride.  Madingley 
has been pleased to support this event over 
many years and will be doing so again this 
September.  The money raised by the 
participants goes to the Trust and is 
distributed – half to the participant’s 
nominated church and the remainder for 
churches in special need of help with the costs 
of repairs and for restoration.  
 
On Sunday 26th June the Rev’d James 
Blandford-Baker, our Rural Dean, will be 
leading a Service of Holy Communion, 
Dedication of the South Porch & 
Thanksgiving for the General Restoration 
of the Church.  We are delighted that 
members of the Brown and Whitmore 
Families will be joining us.  Villagers will 
remember the huge part played in village and 
church life by Mr and Mrs Brown, Dr and 
Mrs Whitmore and other members of their 
family, over many years.  A commemorative 
plaque has been laid in the floor of the South 
Porch.  
 

The congregation was saddened by the death 
of Mrs Mollie Styles who, with her husband 
Richard, was a very faithful member of the 
congregation over many years.  Her funeral 
service was held on Friday 4th February. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     Internal Construction of the North Porch. 
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Whilst the Diocese, Parochial Church Council 
and other parties are in discussion about the 
long-term future of our Parish, we have been 
supported by clergy who have been 
conducting our Sunday services of Holy 
Communion.  Our thanks are extended to 
Rev’d Dr Will Lamb (Westcott House), Rev’d 
Leslie Manderson, Canon Paul Duffett, 
Canon David Lewis, Rev’d Margaret Widdess 
and the Rt. Rev’d John Taylor.  Services of 
Morning Prayer have also been led by our 
own Susan Rawlings, who is in the final year 
of her training to become a Licensed Lay 
Reader.  The PCC has been heartened that 
despite this period of uncertainty our church 
congregation has remained stable (and has 
even grown a little)! 
 
As you will know, 2011 sees the 400th 
anniversary of the King James Bible.  A 
special service of Morning Prayer (Book of 
Common Prayer) will be led by Susan 
Rawlings on Sunday 5th June during which 
Adrian Barlow will give an address on the 
King James Bible. 
 
Over the past few months Chloë McCann has 
been cleaning the church on a weekly basis as 
part of her Duke of Edinburgh award.  We 
have all been particularly grateful to her as 
this has meant clearing up the dust and mess 
made by our Restoration Contractor whilst he 
was working at the church so that the building 
has been clean enough to use for the Sunday 
services.  Thank you very much Chloë! 
 
 
All our Sunday services start at 11.30 am.  
Further details can be found on the church 
notice board or parish website: 
www.ely.anglican.org/parishes/madingley/.  
If you need to contact us please phone church 
warden Alan Clarke (01223 262678) or 
church secretary Sue Baldwin (01954 
210766). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP  
 
Our next meeting takes place on Monday 6th 
June at 7.30 pm at the Village Hall.  Details 
will be advertised on the Church Lane notice 
board.  Everybody is very welcome! 
 
For further information please contact Sue 
Baldwin on 01954 210766. 
 
 

NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME AT 

MADINGLEY HALL 

Sunday 12
th

 June 2.30 – 5.30pm 

 

See the landscaped walled garden with hazel 

walk, alpine bed, medicinal border and rose 

pergola. 

Admire the meadow, topiary, mature trees and 

wide variety of hardy plants 

Enjoy a home-made tea at the Church 

 

 
STEAMROLLER IRONING 

SERVICES 
 

 

      
 
 

24/48 hour turnaround. Good reliable 
service. 

Hangers & bags supplied (returnable) 
 

PRICE 1LB IN WEIGHT = £ 1.25 
(MIN 10 lb) 

 
CALL SUSIE  07742 319631 / 01954 

210672 
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POLICE REPORT  
 
I think this will be a short and sweet report 
this time as it has been very quiet in 
Madingley since my last update in January! 
So all in all another quiet few months which 
is always good news! 
 
Would you like an opportunity to shape the 
priorities set by your local policing team? 
You can now do just that. We’re holding a 
neighbourhood panel with partner agencies on 
the 24th of August at Cambourne Church. 
Doors open at 19:30. 
 
This is your chance to get involved in 
deciding which issues are tackled in your 
area, which means you’ll be able to play an 
active role in helping to make your 
neighbourhood safer.  
 
I have also included some useful information 
below just to remind you how to contact the 
police if you ever need to. 
 
Enjoy the warm weather!  
 
Kind regards 
 
PCSO Karen Mahoney – Cambourne police 
station 
 
How to contact the police 
 
Contacting the police: 
Many people are unsure of how to contact the 
police, so to make things easier, we’ve 
produced a handy guide to getting in touch: 
In an emergency, always dial 999. 
You should call 999 when:  

• A life is in danger  
• A serious offence is in progress  
• A suspect is at the scene  
• An alleged offender is identified at 

any location  
• There is imminent likelihood of 

violence / damage to persons or 
property  

• There is a serious road traffic 
collision  

For non-emergencies and to report crime 
please call 0345 456 4564.  

To provide information about crime 
anonymously to the police, please call 
Crimestoppers, an independent charity on 
0800 555 111. 
 
How to contact your neighbourhood policing 
team: 
 
We always like to hear from local residents, 
so feel free to come and say hello when you 
see us out on patrol. 
 
You can also get in touch by calling 0345 456 
4564 and asking the operator to put you 
through to the Comberton/Cambourne 
neighbourhood team. As you can imagine 
though, we’re not always in the office so your 
call may be put through to an answering 
machine if we’re all out on patrol. We check 
our messages every day and will get back to 
you within 24 hours if required. If you’re 
calling to report a crime the switchboard 
operator will be able to put you through to 
someone who can help.  
 
 
 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL  
 
The Committee has continued to make 
improvements to the Village Hall and 
particular emphasis has been directed to the 
Ladies’ and Gents’ Toilets – which have been 
redecorated and will have new floor coverings 
installed at the beginning of May.   
 
Customers have used the Hall for a wide 
variety of hires over past months, from 
pantomime to business and social meetings, 
from training sessions to children’s parties 
and from filming to wedding receptions.   
 
Customer feedback is good with our most 
recent hirer remarking “thank you for your 
help with the village hall for my daughter’s 
party. It all went really well and the facilities 
were great.” 
 
Many thanks to everyone who supported the 
Quiz Night - £300 was raised and this money 
will be added to the Hall’s Improvements 
Fund.  We were most grateful to the following 
companies who donated prizes to the Raffle: 
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The Three Horseshoes (first prize of a meal 
for two won by Bob and Clo Stephens), 
Madingley Mulch and Polhill at Coton 
Orchard. 
If you are interested in making a booking or 
would like to find out more about our 
facilities please contact Chris Baldwin on 
01954 210766 
(cbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk). 
 

 
Filming a training programme in the Village 
            Hall. 
 
 
 
THE TOAD REPORT!  
 
For our wildlife, two significant events during 
the past six months have been the unusually 
cold spell during the winter and the lack of 
spring rainfall.  Toads seem not to ‘mind’ 
cold winters, so numbers migrating to breed 
this year are similar to those that we have 
been finding over the past few years.  The 
pattern of migration was, though, a little 
different, with movement having to take place 
on very dry evenings, which are not favoured 
by amphibians (but much appreciated by their 
human helpers!).  Prolonged dry spells in late 
spring, immediately after the effort of the 
breeding migration, may be damaging to 
Toads.  They stop feeding during the autumn 
of the previous year and don’t start again until 
breeding activity finishes and they leave the 
water.  If this coincides with a prolonged spell 

of particularly ‘amphibian unfriendly’ 
weather, they may face problems foraging and 
replenishing their depleted reserves. 
 
Tadpoles are not always easy to spot in the 
murky waters of the lake but I have had a 
report that considerable numbers have been 
seen, so the breeding activity has been 
productive.  We found few Frogs this year, so 
the tadpoles are most likely to be those of 
Toads.  The breeding efforts of amphibians 
are often thwarted by fish, and the increasing 
numbers in the lake might quickly consume 
any tasty Frog tadpoles that they find.  The 
distasteful Toad tadpoles tend to fare better 
but I don’t know how many times a tadpole 
can be chewed and spat out by fish before it is 
likely to ‘give up the ghost’.  Alternatively, 
when more than a certain percentage of 
tadpole mouthfuls taste nasty, fish may learn 
to leave them well alone!  
 
The official Toad road sign that was stolen 
near the Dry Drayton Road junction has been 
replaced.   
 
Installation of the new field gate in the village 
poses a considerable challenge.  As well as 
being on the lead up to the tunnel, it is at the 
spot where the highest numbers of incoming 
Toads are found, so leaving a six metre gap in 
the amphibian fence to allow vehicle access is 
not feasible.   Various options are possible.  
They include a Toad ‘stop-grid’ (like the short 
one on the opposite side of the road), a 
flexible barrier that can withstand being 
driven over once in a while or a ‘skirt’ fitted 
to the bottom of the gate.  None tends to work 
as well as a regular fence and costs vary 
substantially.  Some designs are also more 
acceptable than others in this location, so we 
are currently considering our options.     
 
We are regularly contacted about toad related 
issues beyond Madingley, the last being a 
request about how best to deal with a Toad 
trapped in a dry swimming pool in Cyprus!  
Over the last year, we have also been advising 
the County Council on design modifications 
to the Histon section of the Cambridge 
Guided Busway, to reduce the huge numbers 
of amphibians becoming trapped there.  
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As well as amphibians, we enjoy seeing other 
wildlife while in Madingley. Buzzards have 
become a familiar sight but I was particularly 
pleased to watch two Red Kites circling over 
the lake a few weeks ago. 
As always, thank you to everyone in the 
village who supports our efforts. 
 
William Seale 
Madingley Toad Rescue  
 
 
 
MADINGLEY HALL  
 
Open Air Opera - Friday 17th June and 
Saturday 18th June. 
 
Opera Brava return for a third year to present 
two evenings of entertainment. 
Friday 17th June – Candelit Opera Gala 
Saturday 18th June – The Barber of Seville by 
Rossini 
Tickets are £27.50 for adults and £10 for 
children, available online at 
www.madingleyhall.co.uk or by calling the 
conference office on 01223 746222. 
 
Madingley Hall Summer Ball – Saturday 16th 
July.  In association with the Arthur Rank 
Hospice Charity join us for a fun filled 
evening of great music from the Umbrella Big 
Band and Beth Walthew, good food and drink 
and fantastic games and activities.  Tickets 
are £40 to include one free drink and supper.  
Raffles and games in aid of the Arthur Rank 
Hospice.  Tickets available online at 
www.madingleyhall.co.uk or by calling 
01223 746222.  Dance the night away! 
 
Open Garden Afternoon 
Sunday 12th June - National Gardens Scheme 
Opening with teas served in Madingley 
Church. 
Sunday 11th September – Plant Heritage 
Opening featuring plant sale with specialist 
nurseries. 
All events take place between 2.30 and 5.30 
pm. 
Adults £4, children free, no booking required. 
 
 
 

BARTON WARD OIL CLUB  
 

Barton Ward Oil Club (for residents of 
Barton, Coton, Grantchester and Madingley) 
continues to go from strength to strength.  As 
many members already know, a new feature 
has been added since the start of this year.  
You can still phone our agent, Agricole, 
whenever you want to order oil for delivery in 
2-3 day’s time, and Agricole will shop around 
for the cheapest price/best service on the day, 
and bulk up your order with the other ones it 
has at that time to get a volume discount.  But 
there is now, in addition, a MONTHLY 
BULK ORDER system, which works if: 

• you put in your order during the last few 
days of the month (between 25th, and the 
day before the month-end) 

• you don’t need immediate delivery, but 
are happy for it to come any time within 
the first seven days of the next month. 

In this case, Agricole will bulk up your order 
with the many other orders that operate in this 
way, and thereby get even bigger volume 
discounts.  For example, in the March 
Monthly Bulk Order Pool, 128 orders 
totalling a massive 100,000 litres were added 
together, and a price of 53.25 pence per litre 
(ppl) was obtained in a competitive process 
amongst various oil companies.  This was 
approx. 5ppl cheaper than a single 500 litre 
order, and approx. 3ppl cheaper than a single 
2,000 litre order.  Our Club benefits because 
Agricole adds our orders to those that it 
receives from other clubs and customers: of 
the 128 orders in March, only 32 came from 
BWOC members, so we benefited from being 
added to orders from outside the Club. The 
Month Bulk Order Pool works well if you can 
manage your oil levels so that you are not in a 
hurry for a delivery.  Otherwise, just continue 
to call any day you want, for the normal 2-3 
day delivery – you will still get a competitive 
price and a good volume discount, but the 
point about the Monthly Pool is that you will 
be able to get an even bigger volume 
discount.  As always, membership cards are 
available from me (Francis Burkitt, 01223 
840128) or call Jeremy Cole of Agricole 
(01954 719452) to place an order. 
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Baldwin and Catherine Dabrowa are 
pleased to announce the birth of their son 

              CHARLIE OLIVER 

      at the Rosie on Friday 18th March 

               weighing 7 lbs  14 oz 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 

                     FAMILY!      

 

 

 

BUS TIMES 

 

Whippet Bus Service Number 8 

Departs Madingley (Cambridge Road opp. 
Madingley Hall gates) at:  0950, 1100 and 
1400 

Departs Drummer Street Bay 3 at:  1020, 
1230 and 1630 

Monday to Saturday.                            

MADINGLEY CRICKET CLUB  

 

Both Madingley Cricket teams started their 
seasons on Saturday May 7th. 
The first XI, freshly promoted into Senior 
Cricket, once again took on Dullingham at 
our home ground, Girton College. 
After a difficult start against some excellent 
Dullingham bowling, we found ourselves in a 
bit of trouble at 127-5 with new boy Qaiser 
Ahmed hitting 23, before James Davies our 
explosive Kiwi batsman, cracked a brilliant 
82 and Ian Morgan chipped in with 31. 
They added 76 together and enabled 
Madingley to reach 215-7 from 45 overs. 
Chris Baldwin taking 3-26 for the visitors. 
Dullingham began the reply nervously as 
Madingley’s opening bowlers Mick Naylor 
(1-35) and Ollie Wright (2-19) took up where 
they left off last season with great control and 
aggression. 
Then it was the turn of spinner Rob Harper to 
run riot as he took 4-33. Qaiser Ahmed 
showed he could bowl too, taking 2-13 to 
complete a great debut.  
Only Gavin Simmonds with 35 showing any 
real resistance to the pressure-pot conditions, 
Dullingham were bowled out for 111 to give 
Madingley a 104 run victory and a superb 
start to the season. 
Madingley’s new look Second XI travelled to 
Saffron Walden for their first game and 
started well with openers Ash Hanspall and 
Jason Netae getting into the 20’s. 
But then an early season collapse set in and 
Madingley were dismissed for 111. 
Tim White bowled brilliantly to take 3-19 and 
the other bowlers made it difficult for Walden 
but in the end there weren’t enough runs in 
the bank and the home side edged home with 
3 wickets to spare. 
So all in all a good first week of cricket for 
Madingley with the first XI continuing on the 
successes of last season and the second XI 
finding their feet as a new team. 
We always appreciate the support of 
Madingley villagers, so please come along to 
either Girton College (First XI) or Trinity 
Hall (Second XI) for home games and we 
guarantee some good cricket and a free cup of 
tea. 
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ADRIAN BARLOW LECTURE  
 
One of the last chances to hear Adrian speak 
in Madingley before he moves away from the 
area. 
 
 
 

 

'THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY: 

EXPLORING STAINED GLASS' 

An illustrated talk given by Adrian Barlow, 

Institute of Continuing Education, University of 

Cambridge 

Thursday 26th May 2011 at 7.45pm: MADINGLEY 

PARISH CHURCH 

 

An introduction to the fascinating study of 

stained glass, taking many of its examples of 

mediaeval and modern glass from the rich gallery 

of windows in Cambridge. The talk will also look 

in detail at the varied and unusual glass in 

Madingley Church itself. 

 

A home-made supper and glass of wine (or soft 

drink) will be available  

from 6.30 pm in Madingley Village Hall. 

 

Tickets: 

Option One: Talk, supper and glass of wine (or 

soft drink) £10 

Option Two: Talk and glass of wine (or soft drink) 

£5 

Option Three: Supper and glass of wine only 

£7.50 

 

Booking:  Contact Sue Baldwin, Tel: 01954 

210766   Email: 

sbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk 

By post (cheque made out to ‘Madingley PCC) 

with s.a.e. to: 2 The Old Wood Mill, Church Lane, 

Madingley, Cambridge CB23 8AF Please advise 

any dietary requirements. 

 

Supper tickets available in advance only, lecture 

tickets available in advance and on the door.  This 

event is held in aid of the Parish Church 

Restoration Fund.   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
SWIMMING COURSE  
 
FORMER Olympic swimmer Christine 
Jarvis-Ilman is coming to Comberton. 
Ultimate Aquatics, which she runs, is offering 
improvers’ courses in the village college pool 
during the summer holidays. 
There are two weeks of courses, from 
Monday July 25-Friday July 29 and from 
Monday August 22-Friday August 26. There 
will be two sessions, starting at 10.00am and 
11.00am each week. 
The courses are for swimmers aged 7-15 who 
can swim at least 10m on their back and front. 
The aim is to improve technique in all strokes, 
water confidence and water safety - and to 
have fun in the water.  Each week-long course 
costs £30. 
Mrs Ilman is also happy to run stroke 
improver classes for adults if there is 
sufficient interest. 
Although this is Ultimate Aquatics’ first 
venture at Comberton, Mrs Ilman, who 
competed for Great Britain at the 1972 and 
1976 Games and held the British and 
Commonwealth 100m breaststroke record in 
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1976, is no stranger to the pool. She officially 
opened it in the early Seventies! 
To book or for further information, contact 
Mrs Ilman by e-mail: 
olympian7276@yahoo.co.uk, with details 
including name/age/address/telephone 
number and swimming ability, or call her on 
Cambridge (01223) 356311. 
 
 
COMBERTON LEISURE  
 
THERE are plenty of laughs to be had at 
Comberton Leisure this spring and summer. 
The popular monthly Custard Comedy 
showcases some of the funniest up-and-
coming comedians and offers the local 
community the chance to see stars of today 
and tomorrow without having to trek to some 
of the big city venues. 

In June it’s the turn of Barbara Nice (‘As 
hilarious as it is possible to get’ - The 
Scotsman) and Tom Bell, with Gareth 
Berliner as the acclaimed MC. 

Tickets for Custard Comedy are available at a 
reduced price in advance from Cb3 Reception 
at Comberton Village College or on the door. 
And if comedy’s not your thing, see below for 
what else is on offer at your local arts venue. 
 
Tel: 01223 264444 
 
Friday 17th June – Custard Comedy 
8 pm  £8 adv/£10 door 
Saturday 18th June – Cambridge Choral 
Society – Workshop and Performances 
Details TBA 
Saturday 25th June – Royston Choral Society 
Summer Concert.  For more information 
please visit www.roystonchoralsoc.org.uk 
Friday 1st July – CVC Summer Dance 
Showcase.  Show starts 7.30 pm  Adults 
£5/conc £3 
Friday 8th, Saturday 9th, Sunday 10th July – 
Helen O’Grady Drama Academy Summer 
Show.  For more information please visit 
www.helenogrady.co.uk 
Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July – Stage 
Right Studios Summer Dance Show.  For 
more information please visit 
www.stagerightstudio.com 

Monday 15th to  Friday 26th August – Twelfth 
Night – workshops and outdoor production.  
For more information please contact  
richard@start-arts.org.uk 
 
 
TRADING STANDARDS  
 
Shutting the door on bogus prize draws: 
advice from Trading Standards 
 
Many of us receive junk mail through the 
post, with the vast majority going straight in 
the recycling bin. However for some it can be 
tempting to try your luck on a ‘prize draw’ 
letter that comes through the letterbox.  
 
The cost of this temptation can be seen in 
figures released from the Office of Fair 
Trading which shows that last year, 1 in 25 
people lost money to a scam, be it bogus prize 
draws, foreign lotteries, miracle health cures 
or money transfer scams. Seven per cent of 
those lost £4000 or more and those are only 
the ones that were reported. 
 
The organisers of these scams are smart – the 
letters look professional, they are often 
personalised so they have your name 
throughout (sometimes appearing to be 
handwritten), and there is often a short 
deadline to respond so that you don’t have 
time to think.  
 
By replying to just one of these letters, your 
information will be shared by other scammers 
who will then write to you, inundating you 
with letters.  
 
The message from Trading Standards is 
simple: if it looks too good to be true it 
probably is and if it asks for money 
upfront, even in the form of an admin 
charge for processing your winnings, it is 
almost certainly a scam.  
 
If you are in any doubt or think you may have 
responded to a scam, speak to friends, family 
or Consumer Direct for advice. Consumer 
Direct provides advice on behalf of Trading 
Standards and can be contacted on 0845 404 
0506.  
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Most of the scams we come across have 
affected older residents, many of whom 
experience loneliness. If you are over 60 and 
could do with having someone visit you for a 
chat on a regular basis, or perhaps you know 
someone who would benefit from this, then 
Age UK (Age Concern and Help the Aged 
combined) may be able to help you. They 
offer a voluntary visiting scheme for residents 
across the County, and you can ring to find 
out more on 0845 5213481.  
 
You can register with the Mailing Preference 
Service which is free. It won’t cut out all 
scams but it should significantly reduce the 
amount of marketing mail you receive. Their 
phone number is 0845 7034599, you can 
register online at www.mpsonline.org.uk or 
you can write to Mailing Preference Service, 
Freepost 29 LON20771, London, W1E 0ZT. 
 
If you are tempted by prize draws because 
you are struggling financially, speak to your 
local Citizens Advice Bureau. They can 
provide you with free, confidential and 
impartial advice and check you are receiving 
all the financial benefits and allowances that 
are available to you. You can telephone 0844 
411 1444 or visit www.adviceguide.org.uk to 
find your local bureau. 
 
 
 
STEPHEN PERSE PRE-PREP 
 
Half Term Holiday Playscheme. 
 
Tuesday 31st May – Friday 3rd June 2011  
 
Our aim is to provide a relaxed environment 
where early years children can enjoy learning 
through play, and stimulating activities are 
offered for an enjoyable holiday time for all 
school children.  We would also like to 
reassure parents that their children are safe 
and happy while they are at work or having a 
break. 
 
Open during school holidays from 8.30 am – 
4.30 pm 
Morning only and afternoon only sessions are 
also available. 

- Our quality, standards and safety are 
overseen by the Stephen Perse Foundation. 
- A ratio of 1 playworker to 8 children. 
- No more than 24 children in a session. 
- The 4 principles of the Early Years               
Foundation Stage are implemented. 
- Wide choice of indoor and outdoor 
activities. 
 
To download a booking form please visit 
www.stephenperse.com 
For further information please telephone Mrs 
Hazel Fisher on 01954 210309. 
 
The school also recently had a Pre-Royal 
Wedding Event at the School!  A Garden 
Party was held with all the children, staff and 
many of the parents dressing patriotically in 
red, white and blue.  There was bunting, 
Union Jack flags, cups and plates and the 
Senior School kitchen sent amazing cakes and 
biscuits in red, white and blue icing.  The 
children threw balls through a wedding ring, 
pinned a crown on a princess and coloured in 
cut-outs of Prince William and Catherine 
Middleton.  There was a wonderful exhibition 
of wedding dresses kindly lent by the Pre-
Prep mums.  A thoroughly enjoyable 
afternoon was had by all. 
 
As usual the school will be having its summer 
fête on Saturday June 25th.  Please come 
along. 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  
 
I would like to thank you for kindly re-
electing me as your District Councillor for 
another four years.  I’ll try to live up to your 
expectations.  In the light of the election, I 
thought I’d write an article giving my views 
on democracy and politics at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council. 
 
SCDC has elections for one-third of its 57 
councillors each year for three years, and then 
one fallow year with no elections.  Some 
councils do that, and others do “all out” 
elections once every four years.  There is 
periodic debate about which is best.  “All out” 
is a few thousand pounds cheaper to arrange, 
and some council leaders prefer it as they 
know that, if they have a majority, they have 
four clear years to carry out their policy.  “By 
thirds” has the opposite effect and keeps 
leaders with narrow majorities on their toes, 
and allows party activists to concentrate their 
firepower at election time.   I suspect that in 
reality it usually matters very little which 
route is chosen. 
 
This year at SCDC, 19 of the 57 wards were 
up for re-election.  The Conservatives gained 
two from the Lib Dems, so the overall 
composition is now Conservatives 31, 
LibDem 18, Independents 7 and Labour 1 (of 
which 40 are men and 17 are women).  The 
Conservatives have 5 more seats than the 
others combined. 
 
Does party politics matter, and is it relevant? 
Given that the District Council is primarily 
responsible for dustbins, council houses, 
planning permission and licencing, you may 
well ask why there is any party politics at all. 
And the truth is that there is very little.  I 
would observe that perhaps 80% of the 
business of the council is carried out on a day-
to-day basis by Officers (i.e. paid staff, rather 
like the Civil Service).  A further 15% is 
carried out by Committees of elected 
Councillors (e.g. Planning Committee for 
contentious planning applications, Licencing 
Committee for pub licences) and these are not 
“whipped”, i.e. all the councillors vote 
according to their own views, and there are no 

‘party lines’.    
 
So the only place you see party politics is in 
the approximate 5% of business that comes to 
full Council, and I hope that I will not incur 
the wrath of any fellow councillors reading 
this article when I say that some of the party 
politics feels to me to be rather more stage-
managed than real.  So perhaps every 
councillor should be independent, as in 1973, 
when 49 of SCDC’s 53 councillors were 
independent.  But, as I have written before, 
can you imagine what it is like sitting on a 
committee with 57 fully-independent 
members?  I suspect that you would go round 
and round in circles and nothing would ever 
get agreed.  So some form of loose ‘voting 
blocks’, where members are able to disagree 
with their block if they feel strongly and not 
get overtly criticised, seems to me to be 
probably a good practical idea – and the way 
local government has evolved over the last 
three decades, is that these voting blocks have 
been organised along national party political 
lines.   
 
All-in-all, I can reassure you that, over the 
past four years, I think the decision-making at 
SCDC has generally been very well-thought 
out and sensible – long may that continue! 
 
Francis Birkitt 
District Councillor 
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THE AMERICAN CEMETERY –  
MEMORIAL DAY  
 
Monday 30th May will see our annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony taking place.  We 
have celebrated Memorial Day every year 
since 1944.  As usual anyone wishing to 
attend will be made very welcome and we ask 
those attending to remember that the 
ceremony starts at 11.00 am prompt.  It 
should last approximately a hour and subject 
to operational constraints will end with a fly 
over. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Honor Guard parading at the 1953 
Memorial Day Ceremony. 
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CAR SHARING WITH CamShare.co.uk 
 

 
 
What’s it all about and what’s in it for 
you?  
 
Car sharing refers to two or more people 
sharing a car journey, rather than driving their 
own individual cars. With car sharing, you 
have prior arrangements on how to share the 
journey’s cost and how to share driving 
responsibility. 
 
Camshare.co.uk is Cambridgeshire’s very 
own free car sharing service. Simply register 
your journey, contact those people who share 
the same journey as you, then arrange to car 
share as little or as often as you like. 
 
So, why car share at all?  
 
• Save money: When you car share with 

someone, you agree how you’ll split the 
fuel costs, saving you money!  

• Meet people in your community: It’s the 
perfect opportunity to meet new people, 
and with over 2,800 members on our free 
online service, you’re likely to find a car 
sharer in Madingley or close by.  

• Help your local environment: Car 
sharing means fewer cars on the roads, 
less noise and air pollution, and a 
healthier community!  

 
Visit camshare.co.uk today to see who else in 
Madingley you can share a journey with.  

 
For more information call 01223 715560 or 
email camshare@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
CamShare is provided by Cambridgeshire 
County Council and the Travel for Work 
Partnership. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributions to the newsletter welcome at any 
time to: 
elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net 
or Tel: 01954 211370 


