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AUTUMN DIARY

Mon 6th Oct Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm

Sun 12th Oct Harvest Festival, Parish Church, 
11.00am

Sat 1st Nov Bonfire Party, 6.00pm

Sun 9th Nov The Act of Remembrance, 
10.50am

Mon 1st Dec Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm

Mon 22nd Dec Madingley Hall Carol Service, 
Parish Church, 12.00noon

A14

Please note: Representatives from the Highways 
Agency and Costain Scansca have been invited to 
the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 6th

October to discuss the proposed A14 works. This 
meeting is open to all residents and will offer an 
opportunity for you to find out what is happening 
and how it will affect Madingley. Please also see 
Councillor Burkitt’s article in this newsletter.

VILLAGE HALL

I am delighted to report that two very generous 
grants have been obtained from the Lottery and 
WREN the recycling body of about £32,000. With 
the other very generous donations already 
received we are very close to having sufficient 
funds to start work. The total cost is still likely to 
be close to £50,000. This is still to upgrade the 
kitchen, provide a new boiler, build a new disabled 
WC, form French windows on the West side of the 
hall, and rebuild the rear store sheds.

Talks have been ongoing with the planners who 
are unhappy with having any new flat roofs built 
onto the hall. Chris Baldwin has come up with a 
new design which it is hoped will satisfy the 
planners. All being well work could start this 
coming November, and will take at least 8 weeks 
to complete.

Further painting and maintenance is still 
necessary for which village labour will be required. 
Edward Byam-Cook, Secretary

VILLAGE CONTACTS

Coton School 01954 210339

County Councillor
Denzil Baldwin 01223 717228
denzil.baldwin@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Cricket Club
Ian Morgan 01223 861841

District Councillor
Francis Burkitt 01223 840128
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk

Local History Group
Sue Baldwin 01954 212593

Madingley School 01954 210309

Neighbourhood Watch
Chris Baldwin 01954 212593

Parish Church Wardens
Richard Seale 01223 352240
Alan Clarke 01223 262678

Parish Council Clerk
Gail Stoehr 01954 210241
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk

Parish Councillors
John Wiseman (Chairman) 01954 210217
Janet Dean 01954 212154
Jeff Torrance 01954 210553
Edward Byam-Cook 01954 211933
Frank Dann 01954 210222

Police
Emergency 999
Non-Emergency 0845 4564564
Crime Stoppers 0800 555111
Community Officer 01223 823730

Sports & Social Club
Geoff Hart 01954 210142

Madingley Toad Rescue
William Seale 01223 316561

Village Hall
Hilary West 01954 211734

Village Newsletter
Jane McCann 01954 212340
jane@themccanns.demon.co.uk
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MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH

We would like to record our grateful thanks to 
Richard Gant and his colleagues at Madingley 
Hall for nominating the Church Restoration Fund 
to receive part of the monies raised from their 
National Gardens Scheme Open Garden
afternoon on 13th July.  A cheque for £450 has 
been received and will help us to continue to care 
for this beautiful and ancient building.

We hope that you have taken the opportunity to 
see the fine workmanship involved in the 
restoration of the South Porch and internal 
plasterwork in the North Aisle over recent months 
by local company Haymills.  It has been gratifying 
to have been able to see this very necessary work 
undertaken, at long last.  We are also grateful to 
Edward Byam-Cook for installing a new cattle-
proof fence along the south boundary of the 
church yard.

Last Saturday three members of the congregation 
joined in the Cambridgeshire Historic Churches 
annual ‘Ride and Stride’ to raise money through 
sponsorship for this organisation that has been so 
helpful to Madingley Church in the past.  Over 25 
churches and chapels were visited during the day 
and half of the money raised will come back to our 
own Restoration Fund.

Dates for your diary:

Sunday 12th October at 11 am: Harvest Festival 
Service.  Please leave gifts of flowers and 
produce to decorate the church at the back of the 
church by the morning of Friday 10th October.

Sunday 9th November at 10.50: The Act of 
Remembrance with British Legion representatives 
from Coton, Dry Drayton and Barton.

Monday 22nd December at 12 noon: Madingley 
Hall Carol Service.

OUR REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICE STARTS 
AT 11 AM.

If you need to contact Madingley Church please 
telephone one of our churchwardens: Richard 
Seale (01223 352240) or Alan Clarke (01223 
262678).

Compiled by members of the Church Council

CYCLE PATH

Plans are being worked on with Dry Drayton to 
provide a cycle path from Dry Drayton to the 
A1303, if you want to help call 01954 211536.

TUG OF WAR

For a variety of reasons this could not be 
organised this year. We are looking for an 
enthusiastic team to help run this by the lake in 
front of the hall in May 2009. All proceeds to be 
split between the Church and the Village Hall.
Call 01954 211536

GUY FAWKES BONFIRE

This is planned for Saturday the first of November 
at 18.00. Meet at the Farmhouse, Dry Drayton 
Road.  We all bring something to eat or drink. To 
liaise on this, please call 01954 211536.

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS

Discussions are ongoing with the County Council 
to try and slow down the speed of cars. Sadly the 
answer so far has been we must prove there are 
accidents and injuries to move Madingley up the 
priority list. If you want to help please call Frank 
Dann 01954 210222

MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP

There will be a meeting of the History Group on 
Tuesday 21st October at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  An Agenda 
for the meeting will be displayed on the Notice 
board in Church Lane shortly.

Sue Baldwin, Secretary

VILLAGE BUS

Save petrol and the environment! Remember that 
the village Whippet bus runs every weekday at the 
following times:

Out 0950, 1050, 1400

Back 1020, 1230, 1620

The bus stops at the High Street and Cambridge 
Road.

THE PLAYGROUND

The Madingley Playground Committee has finally 
raised enough funds, nearly £24,000, to purchase 
a couple more pieces of equipment for the Play 
Area outside the gates of Madingley Hall. The 
intention is to have a climbing frame with various 
aspects to it, including another slide off one end, 
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and some new swings including a baby swing.
There will also be a picnic table and benches.
This is all thanks to various kind donations, 
started off by a very generous bequest from Gwen 
Ruddle who was the Headmistress of Madingley 
School, and grants from The Lottery, South 
Cambs District Council and WREN, the 
Landfill organisation, who run the recycling centre 
at Milton. The existing equipment should be able 
to stay as there is nothing wrong with it other than 
being old! Installation work will hopefully start 
before Christmas, with maybe a grand opening 
early spring!

Lizi Ingham & Heather Robinson

AUTUMN/WINTER BURGLARY ADVICE

Normally when the clocks change and the darker 
nights arrive there is an upturn in dwelling 
burglaries. Thieves tend to use the darker nights 
to commit offences as they know the darkness will 
provide them with increased opportunities to 
offend.

 Residents should consider outside lighting 
that is triggered by movement and always 
place a security chain on when answering 
the door.

 Burglars do tend to knock doors to see if 
they get any answer before breaking in.

 Remember to keep sheds and garages 
locked as burglars will use tools from 
these locations to force doors and 
windows. 

 Burglars can also be quite brazen and will 
try doors to properties at night time 
hoping to find the door unlocked so 
remember to lock downstairs windows 
and doors.

 If you are going to be out consider leaving 
a light on or having lights on a timer.

Winter time also sees a rise in distraction burglary 
offences. Usually these offenders claim to be from 
the Water board or claim that there is a water 
related problem at the address. However 
increasingly on a national basis these burglars are 
now claiming to be Police Officers. 

Their plan is always to disconcert the home owner 
by claiming that there is an emergency. Always 
remember to ask for identification before letting 
anyone into your home. NO ID NO ENTRY.

Other common tricks used by distraction burglars 
are building or gardening work. One offender will 

keep the householder talking while a second 
searches the property or they use a youngster 
who claims their ball has gone in the rear garden. 
REMEMBER CLOSE THE DOOR ON STRANGE 
CALLERS.

In the run up to Christmas be careful about 
leaving presents etc on show and post Christmas 
if throwing boxes and packaging away that 
presents have arrived in make sure the packaging 
is not left on show. Visit WWW.IMMOBILISE.COM 
to register and protect your property for free.

The Police non-emergency number is 
0845 456 456 4. If the problem is an emergency 
and there is a direct threat to life or property you 
should always call 999.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Cambridge Mencap is seeking volunteers to 
support a child or young person with a learning 
disability.

You could support someone to play games, enjoy 
arts and crafts, play in the park, go swimming, or 
just watch a DVD in the young person’s home. 
Your support could help the young person 
develop their social skills, interests, independence 
and self confidence, whilst also providing valuable 
respite time to parents and carers.

If you could spare a few hours one evening of 
every month then you could be doing something 
new, or something you already do and enjoy, 
whilst making a BIG difference to a young 
person’s, and a family’s, life.

Interested? Find out more by contacting Robert 
Wallace, Volunteers Support Coordinator, by
Phone: 01223 883140
Text: 07835101621
Email: robert@cambridgemencap.co.uk

A14 UPGRADE

We all know how ghastly the A14 currently is.  I 
recently attended a presentation by the Highways 
Agency describing how and when they plan to 
upgrade the road.  What follows is just a summary 
of the bits that interested me most. It is a 
mammoth project.  It could cost up to £1 billion.  
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Construction is planned to start in 2010 or 2011, 
and take until 2015 to be completed.  

What are they likely to do?  No plans are yet set in 
stone, but it appears that the following may 
happen.   You have to think of it in three stretches 
– west, middle and east.

(1) The west stretch is easiest to describe.  From 
Fen Drayton, they will build a brand new dual 
carriageway (3 lanes in each direction) 
roughly directly westwards, across what is 
currently fields and farmland, to a point south 
of Huntington and Brampton, at which point it 
will turn north, alongside the A1 to join the 
existing A14 west beyond that. 

(2) The middle stretch starts at the area round 
Fen Drayton, the Trinity Foot pub and the 
existing service station, and goes east to the 
Girton loop-the-loop A14/M11 interchange, 
just before Cambridge.  This will probably 
become 10 (yes – 10!) lanes wide, roughly 
along the existing line of the A14.   

For through traffic, there will be a central dual 
carriageway of 3 lanes in each direction, with 
no junctions on this stretch, so it is intended 
that through traffic will whizz along this 
stretch with no ability to turn off.  

For local traffic, one possible plan is that, 
either side of the central through-traffic road, 
there will be what are called ‘local access 
roads’.  These would form dual carriageways, 
with junctions to the existing connection 
roads and villages, and some north-south 
bridges over all 10 lanes.  One possibility is 
two lanes going away from Cambridge on the 
south side, and two lanes going into 
Cambridge on the north side.  

It seems that the arrangement of 2+3+3+2 
lanes (if you see what I mean) might all be 
quite close to each other, separated by crash 
barriers but not a lot of green gaps.  Under 
current plans, bicycles would have to ride 
along the local access road dual 
carriageway, without special cycle lanes (or 
at most just a white line) which seems far 
from perfect to me.  

This stretch will be at ground level, like it is 
now, i.e. neither raised up nor sunk down.

The Girton loop-the-loop A14/M11 
interchange will be largely rebuilt and made 
better and safer, although they are trying to 
use some of the existing bridges in the new 
plans to save money.

(3) The east stretch is along the top of 
Cambridge from the Girton interchange to 
Fen Ditton.  The plan is to turn this into 3 
lanes each way, but with the slow lanes 
becoming the slip roads at the junctions (ie 
only the middle and fast lane in each 

direction would go straight through).  Where 
possible, they will not take any extra land: 
you will know that much of it is currently 
raised, and the plan is to make the sides of 
the embankment steeper, so the extra 
carriageway can be at the top without using 
more land at the bottom.  All existing bridges 
will stay as they are.

The plans take account of the Guided Busway - in 
other words, even assuming that the Guided 
Busway will be working at full capacity, the 
projections imply that another 10 lanes are 
needed on the ‘middle’ stretch passing Bar Hill.

There will be lighting at junctions but probably not 
elsewhere.

All of this is course an inevitable consequence of 
the fact that we live in a huge growth area.  Whilst 
the improvement is partly needed to deal with the 
through traffic of lorries (e.g. from Felixstowe to 
the Midlands) much also reflects the fact that East 
Anglia in general, and the Cambridge area in 
particular, is growing fast and is set to grow even 
more over the coming years, with a consequential 
effect on all aspects of our infrastructure.

There will be lots more public consultation in the 
future.  If you want more information or to 
comment in the meantime, you can email 
A14Ellingtonfenditton@highways.gsi.gov.uk

Francis Burkitt, District Councillor
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