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SPRING/SUMMER DIARY 
 
Mon 19th May Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm 
 
Sat 21st June Madingley School Summer Fayre, 

10.00am – 2.00pm 
 
Sun 13th July Open Garden Day, Madingley 

Hall, 2.30 – 5.30pm 
 
Mon 4th Aug Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm 
 
Sun 7th Sept Open Garden & Plant Sale, 

Madingley Hall, Teas from 3.00 – 
5.00pm 

 

 
 
HEATING OIL 
 
A suggestion has been made to try and order 
heating oil on a village basis. To find who is 
interested in saving money, would those 
interested please call Edward and Mary Byam-
Cook on 01954 211536 with the following 
information by Friday 6th June: 
 
Name, Address, Contact Number, Type of Oil, 
Quantity in Litres used per year, When you 
usually order  
 
If a good enough response is received, 3 price 
offers will be obtained from local oil suppliers for a 
one year contract to start later this year. You will 
then all be contacted with the price, and asked to 
sign an agreement to join the buying group and to 
pay for your share of the oil ordered, when 
delivered. If you can provide an e mail address 
this will make administration all the easier. 
 
 
FIREWOOD 
 
There is an abundant supply of dead trees in the 
Parish. If anyone would like logs and is prepared 
to join a team to cut up wood and bring these 
back to the village call Edward Byam-Cook on 
01954 211536. We also try and provide some logs 
to those who are elderly at no cost. 
 
Edward Byam-Cook 
 
 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor 
Denzil Baldwin   01223 717228  
denzil.baldwin@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 212593 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 212593 

Parish Church Wardens 
Richard Seale   01223 352240 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Parish Council Clerk 
Gail Stoehr   01954 210241 
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Councillors 
John Wiseman (Chairman) 01954 210217 
Janet Dean   01954 212154 
Jeff Torrance   01954 210533 
Edward Byam-Cook  01954 211933 
Frank Dann   01954 210222 

Police 
Emergency   999 
Non-Emergency  0845 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  01223 823730 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Hilary West   01954 211734 

Village Newsletter 
Jane McCann   01954 212340 
jane@themccanns.demon.co.uk 
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MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL  

Your committee are very pleased to update the 
village with the excellent progress made in the last 
few months. We have now raised close to 
£23,000 towards the target cost of nearly £49,000 
for the refurbishment of the kitchen, the new 
disabled WC, and the new French windows 
opening onto the grass, with a disabled friendly 
path and handrail to the French windows from the 
front of the hall. 
 
Further grant applications are in, or about to be 
submitted as well as planning permission and a 
building regulations application. We shall hear in 
lat June what additional grant funding has been 
offered, and whatever happens some 
improvements will be made. Further donations are 
still being sought please. Plans of the proposals 
can be seen in the village hall or you can call me, 
the secretary, at any time to discuss the proposals 
on 01954 211536. 
 
Edward Byam-Cook 
 
 
MADINGLEY PRE-PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL 
 
The Summer Term is now in full swing with its 
various activities. William Seale has already been 
to talk to the children about Toad Watch and the 
various other wild creatures that can be found in 
and around the village and visits are planned to 
the Saxon Village at West Stow and to Linton Zoo. 
  
A major event this term will be our annual 
Summer Fayre, to be held in school on Saturday 
21st June between 10 am and 2 pm. This is 
always a lovely occasion and everyone will be 
made most welcome. 
  
Penelope and Michael Evans  
 
 
MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 
Following a long period of preparation, we are 
delighted to announce that Haymills Conservation 
has been appointed to carry out the next phase 
of restoration work at the Parish Church, starting 
in two weeks’ time.  This includes: 
 

• restoration of the South Porch (at present 
in a very sorry state of repair) 

• replacement of the internal plasterwork to 
the west end of the north aisle  

• a handrail to be fixed to the pulpit 
• external repairs to the NE wall of the 

North Aisle 

• various small works including work to 
gutters and downpipes. 

 
This project has been made possible through two 
most generous donations to the Restoration Fund 
together with our own fund raising efforts over the 
past year.  During the six weeks of the contract 
the church will be locked, apart from 10.30 – 
12.30 on Sundays when we shall be open for our 
weekly Morning Service. 
 
The life of Peter Hunt (1920 – 2008) was 
celebrated at a Service of Thanksgiving in March.  
Although Peter lived in Cambridge, he had cycled 
out to Madingley regularly on Sunday mornings to 
join our congregation since he was a child.  

 
He was a 
member of The 
Cambridge Road 
Club, a founder 
member of The 
Eastern Roads 
Club and The 
Explorer Cycling 
Club and a Scout 
Leader.  He was 
awarded the 
Cyclists Touring 
Club Certificate 
of Merit 
 
A fitting 

memorial to this gentle, kindly man is the golden 
weathervane that sits on the top of our spire.  
Some years ago Peter donated enough money for 
it to be regilded. 
 
On the 23rd February we enjoyed the thirteenth 
concert given by musicians from St Catharine’s 
College and their friends at Madingley Hall.  This 
fund-raising event was, once again, sold out and 
the PCC would like to express it’s grateful thanks 
to everyone who regularly supports this event, to 
the musicians and to Susan Rawlings and her 
colleagues at Madingley Hall – who make the 
whole event possible. 
 
During the course of the next few months we hope 
to see the fence that runs along the south 
boundary of the churchyard replaced.  We shall 
also be carrying out our usual Churchyard 
Maintenance Session.  If you have friends or 
family buried in the church yard (or if you would 
just enjoy a morning out in the fresh air with a 
friendly team from the congregation) and would 
like to help (no particular skills needed) please 
contact Sue (01954 212593) or Bob (01954 
210308). 
 
Iris Sadler has resigned from the Church Council.  
We would like to thank her for her support and 
help over many years.  At the recent Annual 
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Parish Meeting we were pleased to welcome 
Adrian Barlow as a member of the PCC.  Adrian 
is Director of Public Programmes and Staff Tutor 
in Literature at Madingley Hall.   
 
Do support the National Gardens Scheme Open 
Garden afternoon on 13th July.  Part of the 
proceeds from this event is generously given to 
the Church Restoration Fund and it is a most 
enjoyable afternoon.  We really are most 
privileged to have such a beautiful garden on our 
doorstep. 
 

OUR REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICE 
STARTS AT 11 AM. 

 
If you need to contact Madingley Church please 
telephone one of our churchwardens: Richard 
Seale (01223 352240) or Alan Clarke (01223 
262678). 
 
Compiled by members of the Church Council 
 
 
MADINGLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH 
Annual Report To Madingley Parish Council 
April 2008 
 
Madingley Neighbourhood Watch comes under 
the umbrella of the Cambourne Neighbourhood 
Policing Team (Comberton Panel).  Three 
meetings of the Policing Team have been 
attended by representatives of our Group over the 
past year.   
 
The most recent meeting was held in Madingley 
Village Hall and attended by 25 members of local 
Neighbourhood Watch Teams and 
representatives from the Police.  These meetings 
give local residents the chance to raise particular 
issues of concern and to agree on policing 
priorities for the area.   
 
The most recent statistics for our Panel show a 
50% decrease in the number of reported crimes 
over the previous period (11 crimes and 6 anti-
social behaviour incidents).  Two vehicle speed 
checks were carried out in Church Lane in 
January and February but no vehicles were 
stopped as a result. 
 
Unfortunately the Village Hall has been several 
broken into several times over the past year.  On 
one occasion intruders also entered the Parish 
Church and Village School on the same evening.  
Each organisation has had to make repairs to 
their premises as a result of the damage caused 
by the offenders.  These crimes remain unsolved.  

 
 

If you need to contact the Police urgently dial 
999 

otherwise phone 0845 456 456 4. 
 
Chris Baldwin 
 
 
MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
 
Mr and Mrs Waller, Three Horseshoes 

Our meeting in 
April was 
attended by 16 
members and 
began with a 
minute’s silence 
in memory of Dr 
Jonathan 
Spencer who 
had died in a 
fatal car 
accident in 
Cambridge 
Road, 
Madingley, the 
preceding 

weekend.  Members were also very sad to hear 
from Jean Stewart that her mother, Judy Waller, 
had passed away that morning, aged 92.  Our 
sympathy was expressed to Jean and to her 
family. 
 
One of the most interesting aspects of being a 
member of the History Group is meeting people 
who were born and brought up in the village, who 
later move away, but return to the village to join 
the Group, bringing with them their memories of 
years gone by together with photographs and 
other memorabilia.  Both Jean and Judy joined us 
18 months ago.  Judy and her husband Frank ran 
the Three Horseshoes in the 1950s.  Jean spent 
one year at Madingley School and then her 
teenage years in the village.  Judy’s brother, 
Terry, has also become involved in our plans to 
publish a book and despite living many miles 
away, has offered to digitise the photographs and 
text that we are assembling for publication.   
 
2008 marks the 60th anniversary of the University 
of Cambridge’s purchase of Madingley Hall.  
Susan Rawlings shared part of a lecture she had 
given to mark this occasion with us and 
concentrated particularly on the life of Dr 
Rosamund Harding (daughter of Ambrose 
Harding, owner of Madingley Hall 1927 – 1942).  
Rosamund led a fascinating life during which she 
published several books including “Pianoforte, it’s 
history traced to the Great Industrial Exhibition of 
1851” and “Anatomy of Inspiration”.  She gained a 
Ph.D and Litt. D. and, to complement her 
academic attainments in 1936, she gained her 
pilot’s licence.   When her Father died, the 
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Madingley Estate passed to a Trust and was then 
sold in 1948 to the University of Cambridge.  
Sadly, Rosamund did not return to Madingley 
during her lifetime, although she is buried in 
Madingley Churchyard. 
 
There are plans for a guided walk around 
landscape features in the Parish, later in the 
Spring.  Further details will be posted on the 
noticeboard by the Church gates. 
 
Sue Baldwin, Secretary 
 
 
MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Proposed Post Office Closures 
Cambridgeshire in common with every other 
County is facing post office closures this year. At 
the moment it is not known if Comberton Post 
Office will be affected Post Office Ltd is expected 
to launch a 9-10 week consultation prior to 8 July. 
This will not be publicised but will allow Postwatch 
(the Postal Services Watchdog) to scrutinise 
proposals and individual postmasters to be 
informed of the plans. 
 
Further information, when known, will be 
published on the parish notice board. 
 
NATS - Air Traffic Consultation 
A consultation document has been published. 
(Please see more details on p.5 of this 
newsletter.) In brief, the new holding area for 
Luton is centred over Cambourne. The idea is to 
move aircraft away from urban centres and into 
rural areas so fewer people are affected by noise, 
pollution and possible accidents.  
 
Aircraft in a holding pattern circle at 1,000 ft 
intervals from 7,000-14,000 ft. The consultation 
also shows the flight paths. For further information 
please take a look at the NATS website and if you 
have a view on this, either for or against the 
proposals then please let the Parish Council know 
so that it can consider your views when it reaches 
its decision at its next meeting. 
 
If you do not have internet access please contact 
the Clerk for a leaflet on the proposals. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 7 April 
and attended by representatives from various 
village groups and organisations who gave reports 
on their activities and plans. These included: 
Neighbourhood Watch, Village Hall, Toad Project, 
History Group, the Church, the play equipment 
working group, the Newsletter and also the parish 
paths co-ordinator. John Wiseman, Parish Council 
Chairman presided at the meeting and gave an 

overview of the Parish Council’s activities during 
the year. 
 
Street lighting 
A resident asked that the positioning of the 
streetlights be reviewed as the village now pays 
for the maintenance and power of these through 
the precept. The Parish Council would be pleased 
to hear your views on the street lighting in 
particular are the lights in the right places and also 
on the times that the lights are turned on and off.  
 
Traffic speeds and road safety 
The Parish Meeting was very concerned at road 
safety along the Cambridge Road and the Parish 
Council will be taking this up with the County 
Council.  
 
A14 
The next meeting will be Monday 19 May 2008 at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Representatives from 
the Highways Agency and Costain Scansca have 
been invited to discuss the proposed A14 works. 
This meeting is open to all residents and will offer 
an opportunity for you to find out what is 
happening and how it will affect Madingley. 
 
Parish Council meetings 
Meetings this year will be held in the Village Hall 
at 7.30pm on 19 May, 4 August, 6 October, 
1 December (all Mondays). All parishioners are 
invited to attend the meetings. 
 
Contacting the Parish Council 
Can all residents please note that the Parish 
Council is unable to act on any anonymous letters 
it receives. The Parish Council understands that 
there may be occasion when a resident may wish 
to contact the Council but prefer that their name 
and address is kept out of the public domain. If 
this is the case please include your name and 
address when writing to the parish clerk but 
clearly mark your letter at the top 'NAME AND 
ADDRESS WITHHELD UNDER THE DPA'. 
 
Annual Audit 
Notice is hereby given that the Council’s annual 
audit will be undertaken by Moore Stephens of 
Peterborough starting on 2 June 2008. The 
accounts and all supporting papers will be 
available for public inspection between 1 & 30 
May 2008 by contacting the Clerk. 
 
Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Madingley Parish Council 
 
 
MADINGLEY TUG OF WAR 
 
We still hope to make this happen but this is most 
likely to be in the spring of 2009. Anyone 
interested call Edward Byam-Cook 01954 211536. 
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NATIONAL AIR TRAFFIC SERVICES 
(NATS) Terminal Control North – Airspace 
Change Proposal 
 
I was asked to write an introduction to the 
proposed NATS airspace restructuring for 
Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and North East Essex. 
The website proposal is very informative and 
accessible to the public, providing background 
information on holding patterns and route 
structures and the reasons for the proposed 
changes in airspace usage. The consultation will 
run until 22 May 2008, followed by a published 
report on 22 June 2008. No proposal will be 
implemented before March 2009. 
 
Brief introduction: 
 
There are two current holds shared between 
Luton and Stansted arrivals. This means aircraft 
for one airport can be held up waiting for aircraft 
below destined for the other airport to land. The 
new proposal creates a dedicated hold for Luton 
and two for Stansted and this means greater 
efficiency and reduced environmental impact 
compared to the current arrangement. In the 
NATS proposal, maps and noise information show 
the areas aircraft are expected to fly, aircraft 
heights, potential noise generated by each flight 
and the frequency of flights. 
 
The colour coding on the route and flight path 
maps show the lowest height at which aircraft on 
the route in question are expected to fly over a 
given area.  The colour coding can be used to 
determine the potential aircraft noise by cross 
referencing with noise tables.  However, most 
aircraft are expected to fly higher than shown. 
Aircraft in the new holds will not fly at heights 
below 7000ft, although aircraft leaving the hold 
may start their descent to the airport before 
leaving the holding area. 
 
Air traffic flows over the Cambridgeshire, Suffolk & 
North East Essex area that will be subject to some 
change should this proposal be approved are: 
 
 Stansted arrivals (two new holding patterns to 

replace the existing two shared holding 
patterns) 

 Luton arrivals (a new dedicated holding 
pattern) 

 Cambridge arrivals (above 7000ft only, so 
negligible) 

 A very small number of Mildenhall departures 
off one specific runway (not applicable to us) 

 
Keypoints distilled from the proposal: 
 
 Holding patterns are only used when traffic 

density requires it. Direct routings are the 

preferred approach procedure by air traffic 
controllers. 

 The existing minimum flight altitude overhead 
Madingley is 4000 feet, used by aircraft bound 
chiefly for Luton and Cambridge airports. 

 The proposed new Luton Hold will raise this 
minimum altitude to 7000 feet. 

 This holding pattern will exist over Elsworth, 
Cambourne and Bourne, but not Madingley 
itself. 

 Aircraft joining the holding pattern will do so 
above Gamlingay at altitudes exceeding 6000 
feet, which is an increase of the existing 
minimum flight altitude by 2000 feet. 

 In the case of Luton and Stansted arrivals 
from the south or west, more direct flight 
paths may mean aircraft avoid 
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk altogether during 
less busy periods. 

 Military areas already exist above 
Huntingdon, Cambridge, Newmarket, Bury St. 
Edmunds and Stowmarket, and these will not 
change. 

 Noise level tables in the proposal indicate that 
the maximum possible noise levels will 
change from “A car 23 feet away at 40 mph” 
(flying at 4000 feet) to “A quiet office” (flying at 
7000 feet) 

 There is a neutral effect on fuel burn and 
emissions demonstrated by a forecast of 
increased air traffic density and reduced 
holding requirements in the future by this 
proposal. 

 Analysis shows that the proposed changes 
will have a negligible impact on the local air 
quality (significant only for flights below 2000 
feet) 

 
Conclusion: 
 
The NATS proposal is a result of four years of 
analysis and is 420 pages long. The growth of air 
travel is calculated to rise at a rate of 4% annually 
and it is therefore imperative that NATS maintains 
maximum safety and efficiency for the increased 
traffic density. 
 
Specifically for our village, Madingley, the 
keypoints of the proposal seem to indicate a 
positive  overall influence affecting village life, 
including raising of minimum altitudes, lowering of 
noise levels and a neutral impact of fuel burn and 
emissions in spite of rising traffic numbers. 
 
I hope this personal analysis of the NATS 
proposal has given you a framework sufficient for 
you to make up your own minds regarding the 
consultation. The full proposal documentation and 
consultation feedback form are available online at: 
www.consultation.nats.co.uk 
 
Tom Van Migem 
 



 6

MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
TRAFFIC COMMITTEE    

 
The Parish Council have formed a committee to 
look at traffic issues in and around Madingley led 
by Mr Frank Dann. We have already approached 
the County Council about the inappropriate speed 
limits on the Dry Drayton Road and the dangerous 
positioning of the traffic calming on Church Road. 
Furthermore, at the Annual Village Meeting held 
on April 7, 2008 members of the village have 
asked us to look at better cycle access in and out 
of Madingley. At the same time the potential 
congestion charging plan for Cambridge may 
make some money available for improving such 
links and the upgrade of the A14 offers prospect 
for developing a cycle path that crosses the A14. 
 
We would be delighted to hear your comments 
either in person or in writing. Please call Fran 
Dann on 01954 210222 or email 
Jeffery.torrance@dsl.pipex.com to express any 
specific views or to indicate that you would be 
interested in attending a meeting of the committee 
which will be arranged in the coming weeks. 
 
Jeff Torrance 
 
 
MADINGLEY HALL 
 
We have two Garden Open Days at Madingley 
Hall this year as follows: 
  
Sunday 13th July, for the National Gardens 
Scheme, 2.30 to 5.30pm, cream teas available 
3.00pm to 5.00pm, admission £3 for adults, 
children under 16 free. No dogs. Share of 
proceeds to Madingley Church Restoration Fund. 

Sunday 7th September, Open Garden and 
Specialist Plant Sale for the National Council 
for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens. 
Teas will be available 3.00pm to 5.00pm, 
admission £3 for adults, children under 16 free. 
No dogs.  

There is also a Plant Heritage Day (National 
Council for the Conservation of Plants and 
Gardens (NCCPG) at the University Botanic 
Garden on Sunday 8th June, 10.00am – 4.00pm. 
35 National Plant Collections exhibiting, guided 
tours of the Botanic Garden, talks/demonstrations 
and special guest, author and plantsman, Roy 
Lancaster. Normal Botanic Garden entrance 
charges apply. 
 
Richard Gant, Madingley Hall 
 
 
 
 

A NEW WOOD FOR THE 800TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
 
Children from two local schools exchanged 
textbooks for spades when they helped the 
University of Cambridge to plant a new native 
woodland on the outskirts of the city. 

The 800 Wood has been planted on former arable 
land owned by the University farm near Madingley 
village to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the 
University of Cambridge next year. The project 
was made possible as Mr Wiseman was prepared 
to swap fields. The 10ha new native woodland 
has been planted to join up with Madingley Wood, 
an ancient woodland designated a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest. With over 15,000 trees planted, 
it is the largest planting project ever undertaken 
by the University.  

Using grants from the Forestry Commission and 
the SITA Trust, 800 Wood has been planted with 
a variety of native tree species such as ash, oak 
and hazel, to reflect Madingley Wood SSSI. A 
20m width buffer zone between old and new has 
been fenced off from rabbits to encourage seeds 
fro the ancient stock to germinate. A woodland 
path in the shape of a figure of eight runs through 
the new wood, to which the public will have 
access from next year. The woodland has been 
designed to retain views east across to Ely as the 
trees mature.  

5 schools were invited to take part and in the end, 
45 children from Madingley Preparatory School 
and St John’s College School were given a 
planting demonstration by forestry experts 
Lockhart Garratt, followed by a discussion about 
the positive environmental benefits the woodland 
will bring. The children then planted 120 oak and 
ash trees and attached wooden name tags to their 
trees.  

Michael Bienias, Director of the University’s 
Estate Management and Building Service, who 
joined St John’s College School pupils on their 
visit said: “This is a very important project for the 
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University and the whole Cambridge community.  

“It is great that local children have been able to 
join us to plant some of these trees and help 
make a real improvement to the Cambridge 
natural environment, which many future 
generations will be able to enjoy.”  

A Community Day of celebrations is planned for 
next year in 800 Wood as part of the University’s 
programme of events to mark the University’s 
foundation in 1209. 
 
Croatia 
CONGESTION CHARGING  
The County Council has applied to the 
Government for over £500m to spend on 
significantly improving our roads, buses, cycle 
paths and pavements, and that it is a Government 
rule the application must contain a proposal to 
limit the amount of traffic by using some form of 
congestion charging.  This rule reflects the view 
that traffic problems should be addressed from not 
one but two directions, i.e. don’t just improve 
roads and alternative forms of transport, but also 
try to limit the amount of car traffic in the first 
place.  This article explains what form of 
congestion charging is proposed. 

The first thing to say is that the proposal is just 
that: a proposal. It is described as a “possible 
scheme” and an “indicative proposal”.  The final 
design and implementation of any scheme is a 
long way off (at least 5 years).  But the “possible 
scheme” that is being consulted on is as follows: 

• an “area scheme”, where anyone driving into, 
out of, or within the zone would be subject to a 
congestion charge between 7.30am and 
9.30am Monday to Friday 

• to have 38 “detection points” dotted around 
Cambridge (see map) 

• if you go past any detection point between 
7.30am and 9.30am Monday to Friday, you’ll 
have to pay the charge.  There will also be 5 
mobile cameras, so you won’t be able to rely 
on avoiding the charge if your trip happens not 
to go past any of the 38 fixed detection points. 

• people would only be charged once a day, 
irrespective of how many journeys they make, 
or how far they travel 

• each detection point will record cars passing it 
in one of two ways: by “tag” or by “number-
plate recognition”.  The idea is that regular 
users’ cars will have an electronic tag which 
the detection point will detect using radio 
waves.  For cars without tags, the detection 
point will read the number plate using a 
camera. 

• the charge is proposed at between £3 and £5 
according to how you are detected and how 
you choose to pay.  . 

So you should not really think of this scheme as a 
ring on a map, with the concept of being “inside” 
or “outside” the zone.  Rather, it is a series of 38 
cameras that trigger a charge if they are passed.  
Why is it like this?  You have to remember that the 
idea is not just to reduce traffic flow from outside 
the City to inside, and vice versa, but also to 
reduce traffic flow inside the City itself, from one 
part of it to another.  That’s why the County 
Council is proposing this type of system.  The 
studies show that 95% of journeys in Cambridge 
would go past one of these 38 cameras.   

Residents of the four villages in Barton Ward 
(Barton, Coton, Grantchester and Madingley) will 
notice that almost all journeys to a destination in 
Cambridge would involve them passing one of the 
38 detection points, or the mobile ones, and 
hence trigger a charge if you travel between 7.30 
and 9.30 am on a weekday.  So what are the 
alternative forms of travel? 

• the plan is that the bus service will be 
improved.  In our area, the frequency of bus 
service 18 (Cambridge-Newnham-
Grantchester-Barton-Comberton-etc) would 
increase from once an hour to every 20 
minutes.  Park & Ride services from Madingley 
Road and Trumpington would be more 
frequent and have longer operating hours. 

• the plan is that there would be improved cycle 
links to Barton, Coton and Madingley.  It 
seems that this would involve improving three 
routes:  the Barton-Grantchester route over the 
M11 cycle/foot bridge and along 
Grantchester’s Bridleway; the Barton-
Cambridge route along the side of Barton 
Road; and the Coton-Cambridge route over 
the M11 cycle/foot bridge and along the Coton 
footpath. 

• all Park & Ride sites would be outside the 
proposed zone.  This means that people who 
live in Barton, Coton and Madingley will be 
able to use the M11 and/or Madingley Road to 
get to either of these Park and Rides.  It 
appears that residents of Grantchester will be 
able to walk or bike to the Trumpington Park 
and Ride, but will go past the detection point if 
they drive to it.  

All of this probably seems annoying, expensive, 
intrusive and burdensome.  So why is the County 
Council (and the Government) proposing it?  The 
general intention is to reduce traffic by 10% from 
current levels, against the background that, if 
nothing is done, the general population growth is 
expected to cause traffic to rise by 20% over the 
coming years.  So they are trying to change the 
behavioural habits of one quarter of the population 
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(from +20% to −10%).   And changing people’s 
behavioural habits is difficult and painful, and 
financial charges are about the only way that our 
society seems to have devised of bringing about 
this sort of change.  For example, the congestion 
charge might cause people who normally set off 
shopping before 9.30am to change their habits 
and go later in the day; or cause car-commuters 
to go to work by guided bus, bus, bike or foot 
instead; or cause commuters or parents of 
schoolchildren to car-share more often; or cause 
schools to improve or introduce school bus 
services.  But plenty of people will find it 
impossible to change their pattern.  And no-one 
likes being forced or induced to change their 
habits, or to pay what is effectively seen as a tax, 
which is why there has been quite an outcry 
against the congestion charge.   

It would have been easy of me to write an article 
wholly against the scheme.  But instead I thought I 
would write one that explained it in detail, and 
gave a glimpse of some of the reasoning behind 
it.  But I’ll leave the last word on the subject to my 
wife, who said “I won’t pay their blasted charge:  if 
they bring it in, I’ll avoid it by arranging a car share 
to take the children to school”.  Yes, my darling, 
that is exactly what they want you to do. 
 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 
 
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Council Tax 
 
South Cambridgeshire District Council voted to 
increase its share of the council tax by 4.9%.  I 
want to put that in context, first by explaining 
SCDC’s budget, and then the entire council tax. 
For the financial year 2008/09, SCDC budgets to 
spend about £66m and receive income of about 
£52m.  The expenditure is mainly on council and 
sheltered housing, running the planning 
department, and collecting rubbish and recycling, 
and the income comes from rent, fees and 
charges associated with this.  That leaves a gap 
of £14m.  The Government gives SCDC £8m to 
meet the gap, and the council tax fills the final 
£6m. 

I think one has to remember that we live in one of 
the fastest-growing areas of the country, with both 
huge population and housing growth, so the cost 
of running all the council’s services is naturally 
under pressure to grow, probably faster than 
inflation.  The Government’s contribution will go 
up by just 1%, well below inflation.  It is therefore 
perhaps not at all surprising that SCDC is having 
to raise its council tax by 4.9%, just over inflation. 

To put this in context, there are 238 district 
councils in the English shires, and last year 
South Cambs’ council tax was the 10th lowest 

of all of them.  I think that’s pretty amazing.  But 
it also explains why so many people say to me “I 
asked the council to do something for me, and 
they said they couldn’t afford to do so”: the 
corollary of a low council tax is that the council 
has less money to help people and organisations 
in its district. 

But the SDCD part only makes up about 8% of 
your overall council tax bill.  Next year, for the 
average Bank D property, the total bill will be 
£1,357.  This is made up (in descending order) of 
£979 to the County Council, £157 to the Police, 
£107 to SCDC, £60 on average to Parish 
Councils, and £54 to the Fire Brigade. 

The above is for a Band D property.  All the other 
bands pay a proportion of this, ranging from Band 
A, which pays two-thirds of the Band D charge, up 
to Band H, which pays double the Band D charge. 

Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 

Italy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


