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SPRING/SUMMER DIARY 
 
Wed 23rd May Neighbourhood Panel Meeting  

Meridian School, Comberton 7.30pm 
 
Mon 28th May Memorial Day Service  
       American Cemetery, 11.00am 
 
Sun 17th June Open Gardens  
   Madingley Hall, 2.30 – 5.30pm 
 
Sat 23 June  Summer Fayre  
  Madingley School 
  10.00am – 2.00pm 
 
Sat 7th July PTA Summer Fete 
 Coton School 
 
Mon 9th July Parish Council Meeting 
 Village Hall, 7.30pm 
 
 
 
ELECTION NEWS 
 
As most of you will be aware, local government 
elections took place on Thursday 3rd May. As the parish 
council seats were not contested, there was no election 
– please see below for an update. We are pleased to 
welcome a new District Councillor, Francis Burkitt, 
from Grantchester who takes over from Robin Page. 
Our County Councillor remains Denzil Baldwin. 
 
 
PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Four residents completed nomination forms for the 
election of parish councillors and were returned 
uncontested and will be your new Madingley Parish 
Council. At its meeting on 14 May the Parish Council 
co-opted Mr Frank Dann to fill the vacant seat. 
Contact details can be found in Village Contacts. 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Council’s annual audit 
will be undertaken by Moore Stephens of Peterborough 
starting on 1 June 2007. The accounts and all 
supporting papers are available for public inspection 
by contacting the Clerk. 
 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor 
Denzil Baldwin   01223 717228  
denzil.baldwin@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 212593 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 212593 

Parish Church Wardens 
Richard Seale   01223 352240 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Parish Council Clerk 
Gail Stoehr   01954 210241 
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Councillors 
John Wiseman (Chairman) 01954 210217 
Janet Dean   01954 212154 
Jeff Torrance   01954 210533 
Edward Byam-Cook  01954 211933 
Frank Dann   01954 210222 

Police 
Emergency   999 
Non-Emergency   0845 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  01223 823730 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Hilary West   01954 211734 

Village Newsletter 
Jane McCann   01954 212340 
jane@themccanns.demon.co.uk 
 



 
AMERICAN CEMETERY 
 
The Cambridge American Cemetery is pleased to 
welcome Mr. David Bedford as its new superintendent. 
He took over at the start of the year from Mr. Bobby 
Bell who was transferred to Normandy. 
  
The cemetery extends an open invitation to anyone 
who would like to attend the annual Memorial Day 
service. It will take place on Monday 28th May at 
11.00am. This is always a popular occasion 
culminating with a fly past of both WW2 planes and 
modern jets from RAF Lakenheath. For further 
information please contact the cemetery on 01954 
210530. 
  
Arthur Brookes, Cemetery Associate 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 
 
Many thanks and much appreciation goes to Sue 
Baldwin who has until now produced the village 
newsletter. She has now decided to step down and 
entrusted me to the job. Please forgive any mistakes, 
omissions and let me know what else you would like to 
see in the newsletter. If you have any suggestions or 
any contributions, please email me or drop in any 
items to Rowan House, Cambridge Road. As we have 
no village shop or other amenities, the newsletter is our 
primary means of keeping in touch with each other. It 
would also be good to include family notices so please 
let me have news of new arrivals, marriages, comings 
and goings so that we can welcome and say goodbye to 
people to the village. I aim to produce the newsletter a 
minimum of three times a year. 
 
If anyone would prefer to receive the newsletter 
electronically, please email me at 
jane@themccanns.demon.co.uk.  
 
Jane McCann 
 
 
MADINGLEY SCHOOL 
 
To begin with, a great thank you to all the kind people 
who have given us their Tesco vouchers. As a result of 
everyone’s generosity we have collected enough to get 
another computer to replace one of our old ones.  
 
We find it somewhat amazing that by the summer ten 
years will have passed since we founded Madingley 
Pre-Preparatory School. Our annual Summer Fayre 
has become quite a feature of our calendar and this 
year for our tenth anniversary we hope that it will be 
better than ever.  
 

It will be in school from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm on 
Saturday 23rd June. As well as the usual stalls and 
sideshows, we will be serving lunches and this year we 
will also have a hog roast and a balloon race. A warm 
welcome is extended to everyone. 
 
Penelope and Michael Evans 
 
 
MADINGLEY CHURCH 
 
The rolling programme of restoration work to our 
beautiful 900-year old parish church continued last 
Autumn with repairs to the roof to prevent rain 
penetrating into the building (and dripping down the 
west wall of the nave).  The project also included the 
installation of a handrail adjacent to the step up into 
the North Porch, the repair of gutters and down-pipes 
and a long list of other small works.  We are very 
grateful for the donation of £2,000 from the 
Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust towards this 
project and to the Church Commissioners for their 
donation towards the cost of work carried out in the 
Chancel.  The PCC were able to pay for the balance of 
the costs from fund raising and donations to the 
Restoration Fund.  The PCC will shortly be meeting 
with the Church Architect to review the next parts of 
the church building requiring restoration and repair.  
 

 
 
The twelfth annual concert, given by award-winning 
musicians from St Catharine’s College, Cambridge and 
their friends in the Saloon at Madingley Hall, took 
place in February.  Once again the concert was ‘sold 
out’ well in advance and the varied programme of 
classical and light music, was hugely enjoyed by all.  
The PCC are most grateful to the Warden of 
Madingley Hall and the Institute of Continuing 
Education for making it possible for this event to take 
place.  Money raised from this concert and from the 
Christmas Bazaar was given to the Church Restoration 
Fund.   
 
We are delighted that Tiffa and Amy Robinson, who 
have come to live in the village, are able to help with 
our Sunday services, when other commitments allow.  



Tiffa is training for the priesthood at Ridley College 
and Amy works as a teacher.   
 
In March the Parish Church was used by the Friends of 
Mount Athos, a Greek Orthodox organisation that 
holds conferences at Madingley Hall.  There were three 
services during their weekend stay in the village, which 
included an early morning singing of the Orthodox 
Liturgy. 
 
The congregation joined family and friends at the 
recent funeral of Mrs Hazel Whitmore, who died on 
Easter Sunday.  Mrs Whitmore, her husband Henry 
and her parents Mr and Mrs Brown, did so much to 
support the Parish Church throughout their lives and 
she will be hugely missed.  Week-by-week and year-by-
year Mrs Whitmore took it upon herself to provide the 
most beautifully artistic floral arrangements in the 
church.  She helped to care for the churchyard, was a 
member of the Mother’s Union and served, with 
respected authority, on the Church Council.   
 
We are always pleased to welcome many from other 
villages and Cambridge every Sunday morning at our 
11am service (not forgetting those who come with 
regularity from London or Scotland!). 
 
Compiled by members of the Church Council 
 
 
MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
 
The Group continues to meet every couple of months 
to record and review research about the history of the 
village.  Quite a few of our members now live outside of 
Madingley but have family connections with the village 
and are keen to support the Group.  Barry Coombes 
gave a fascinating talk at our meeting in February 
about his search for his own and his wife’s ancestors, 
the research methods he used and the interesting 
results of the months of work involved.   
 
At our meeting in April we took the opportunity to 
remember the life of Hazel Whitmore who recently 
died and whose family played such a major part in the 
life of the village over the past 90 years.  Fortunately 
Sara Day, a member of the History Group, spent some 
time talking to Mrs Whitmore in 2000 and was able to 
record some of her memories. 
 
Mrs Whitmore’s father, Francis George Brown, was a bank 
manager with the National Provincial Bank and in 1916 
was promoted from Clifton in Bristol to manage the two 
branches in Cambridge.  He and his wife Minnie rented the 
Grange in Cambridge Road, which belonged at that time to 
Col. Harding who lived at Madingley Hall. 
 
Mrs Whitmore remembered the happy childhood she had 
punting on the lake in the Summer and skating on it in the 

winter, the grand life of the Harding Family with their 
maids, butler, liveried servants and gardeners, the forge 
where the blacksmith worked and the weekly dances at the 
Parish Rooms. 
 
Following a disagreement with Mr Ambrose Harding, who 
later inherited the Estate from his father, the Brown Family 
built a house on glebe land in Dry Drayton Road, planting 
an orchard with 132 Cox’s Orange Pippin apple trees!   
 
After her marriage to Dr Henry Whitmore, at the end of the 
war, she moved with her two young daughters to 
Waterbeach where her husband worked as a GP.  The 
Whitmores moved back to Madingley following the death of 
her parents and continued to play a valuable part in village 
life throughout their retirement. 
 
The Annual Village Walk takes place on Saturday 19th 
May (possibly after the publication of the Newsletter).  
It is hoped that an evening walk to look at the 
buildings in the village will take place in the summer 
(date to be arranged) followed by a Harvest Supper in 
the Village Hall on 7th October.  For details of these 
events, as they become known, please see the church 
notice board on Church Lane.   
 
The next meeting of the Group takes place in the 
Village Hall on 15th October at 7.30pm.  Meetings are 
informal and everyone is very welcome to come along! 
 
Sue Baldwin, Secretary 
 
 
MADINGLEY HALL 
 
The Madingley Hall Garden will be open on Sunday 
17th June under the auspices of the National Gardens 
Scheme. The details are: 
 
Sunday 17th June 
2.30 to 5.30pm 

National Gardens Scheme 
Plant Stall and Cream Teas 
Admission £3.00, Children Free 
For further information on the National 
Gardens Scheme, visit www.ngs.org.uk 

Every year we are always very grateful for the help we 
receive from the village in helping steward the garden. 
This help is instrumental in making 
the afternoons such a success. Earlier this year, 
Madingley Hall received a Long Service Award in the 
form of an engraved stainless steel trowel steel trowel 
in recognition of the fifteen years we have opened for 
the scheme. Over this period, we have raised £11,000 
for the scheme's charities, the main beneficiaries being 
Macmillan cancer relief and Marie Curie Cancer Care.  
Under the National Garden Scheme's guidelines we are 
allowed to donate a percentage of the proceeds each 



year to a charity of our choice. Throughout, this charity 
has been the Madingley Church Appeal Fund, which 
we have been delighted to support and donate in excess 
of £2,500 towards the continued restoration work of 
this historic building. 
  
If you are able to assist in stewarding for an hour on 
June 17th, we would be delighted to hear from you, 
please contact Sue Baldwin or myself 
rwg20@cam.ac.uk or 280272. 
 
Richard Gant, Head Gardener, Madingley Hall  
 
 
COTON SCHOOL NEWS 

 
We have had a good start to the final term of the school 
year. The willow tunnel is growing well and looking 
fantastic; it is a lovely quiet area for the children to sit 
and talk. The new playground equipment has been 
installed and the children are really enjoying it, the 
PTA have done a fantastic job of fund raising. 
The children continue to do their “Walking Routes” 
around the all weather track. Thirteen times round this 
track is a mile; each class is aiming collectively to walk 
the equivalent of the distance from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats. The children have plenty of opportunities to 
be active and keep fit and have a very exciting outside 
environment. The development of our Physical 
Education over the past few years has resulted in us 
gaining the Active Mark, which endorses the fact that 
we work hard to provide opportunities for children’s 
physical development and value them. 
 
Class 1 and Class 2 have had new sandpits for their 
outdoor play area. Even though they look very sturdy, 
these will not withstand children jumping on the 
covers. Please ensure that your children respect this 
when they are using the school grounds. The school 
swimming pool will be opened after half term, 
therefore we need to warn people to remind their 
children that no matter how hot it gets they must not 
swim in the swimming pool in the evenings. Apart 
from the damage they could cause to the cover and 
lining, it is very dangerous to swim unsupervised and 
there is always the possibility that the chemicals have 
just been added to the pool in which case eye and skin 
damage could occur. As usual we have asked the 
community police  to do  spot checks on the grounds 
during the light evenings. We are happy for people to 
enjoy the grounds as long as they respect them and 
leave them so that they are safe for the children. 
 
By the time you get this Community News, we hope 
that you will have visited school for afternoon tea to see 
our work about Coton Countryside Reserve. What a 
beautiful place to walk in this lovely weather, right on 
our doorstep!! If you didn’t there will be another 
opportunity to visit the school for the PTA summer 
fete on Saturday 7th July. We hope to see you there. 

AMERICAN CEMETERY ARCHIVE 
 
Archive pictures showing the history of the Cambridge 
American Cemetery have gone on display at the 
visitors centre at the cemetery. 
 
The pictures are scanned copies of early black and 
white photographs and date back to 1943 when the 
cemetery was first established. The display has been 
produced by Mr. Arthur Brookes, the Cemetery 
Associate, with the encouragement of the new 
superintendent Mr. David Bedford. If successful it will 
see the start of many other such displays which will tell 
the stories of those buried at Madingley, the history of 
many of the American bomb and fighter groups based 
in East Anglia during the war and the impact of the 
American presence. 
 
The display is part of an attempt to broaden the 
visitors’ experience at the cemetery and to reach out to 
those for whom the war is but a distant memory. The 
cemetery continues to attract large numbers of visitors 
but over the years the focus has moved from the need 
to visit the resting place of a loved one to actually 
interpreting the history behind the stories of those for 
whom the final resting place is the Cambridge 
American Cemetery.  
 
Mr. Brookes hopes that it will be possible to eventually 
write an accurate history of the cemetery and believes 
that this new display will encourage local people with 
pictures of their own and personal memories of the war 
years to get in contact with him. 
 
 
AND FINALLY…. 
 
Many of you will be aware that there were TV crews in 
the village recently, filming Madingley toads. Although 
there is no confirmed broadcast date, keep a watch out 
for BBC2’s ‘Springwatch’ programme which goes back 
on air on Monday 28th May. 
 

 


