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Saturday 5 February       Annual Quiz Night 
                                        Village Hall 
 
Sunday 13 February Table Tennis Evening 
   Village Hall  8 pm 
 
Saturday 19 February Police Surgery 
   Polhill Garden Centre 
   2 pm – 4 pm 
 
Saturday 19 February Madingley Hall Lecture 
   3 pm 
 
Monday 7 March MPC Meeting 
   Village Hall  7.30 pm 
 
Thursday 10 March History Group 
   Meeting  7.30 pm 
 
Sunday 13 March Table Tennis Evening 
   Village Hall  8 pm 
 
Monday 14 March Madingley Hall Lecture 
   7 pm 
 
Sunday 10 April  Table Tennis Evening 
   Village Hall  8 pm 
 
Tuesday 3 May  Madingley Hall Lecture 
   7 pm 
 
Sunday 8 May  Table Tennis Evening 
   Village Hall  8 pm 
 
Monday  9 May  MPC Meeting 
   Village Hall  7.30 pm 
 
Thursday 14 July Madingley Hall Lecture 
   7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 

 
. 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor  01954 212725 
Fiona Whelan  
fiona.whelan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 210766 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Parish Church Wardens 
Adrian Barlow   01954 210176 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Parish Council Clerk 
Gail Stoehr   01954 210241 
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Councillors 
Edward Byam-Cook  01954 211536 
Frank Dann   01954 210222 
Janet Dean (Chairperson) 01954 212154 
Chris Neville   01954 210206 
Mark Robinson   01954 212878 
 
Police Emergency  999 
Non-Emergency  0345 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  0345 4564564 

(Karen Mahoney – Cambourne) 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Chris Baldwin   01954 210766 

Village Newsletter 
Elizabeth Ingham  01954 211370  
elizabeth.ingham@virgin.net 
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MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
REPORT  
 
NW Cambridge Masterplan 
The project director for the NW 
Cambridge Masterplan and his 
colleague, attended the January 
meeting and brought with them the 
outline plan for the proposed 
development. The aim is to attain 
planning permission on the site by the 
end of the year and there will be a 
public consultation on the plans in 
April 2011. The site will include the 
local centre, shops and social facilities. 
There will be a hotel and a supermarket 
of approximately 20,000 square feet. 
There will also be a primary school, 
allotments, extensive sporting facilities 
and also a community hall. There will 
be a mix of private homes for sale and 
others that will be under the 
University’s control. The density of the 
site will be quite high and some of the 
apartment blocks will be five or six 
storeys high and will be placed at 
strategic points in the development so 
that they can be seen from the main 
roads. Surface water drainage will be 
via attenuation ponds within the site. 
Planting will be both landscaping and 
also to lessen both the visual and noise 
impact on the surrounding area. 
Additional development is planned also 
on the NIAB site on the other side of 
the Huntingdon Road. 
The Parish Council was quite keen to 
see the existing footpath from the 
village to the site upgraded to a 
bridleway but this was dismissed by 
the visitors who indicated that they 
could not apply for planning consent 
conditional on a third party; in this case 
Trinity College. 

The Parish Council will comment 
further on the plans when received. 

Co-option to fill two casual vacancies 
Mark Robinson of Church Lane and 
Chris Neville of Dry Drayton Road 
were co-opted on to the Parish Council, 
which brings the Parish Council 
membership back to five members.  
The next Parish Council elections will 
be held in May 2011.  Information on 
the procedure if you are interested in 
standing for the Parish Council will be 
displayed on the parish notice board in 
approximately March/April. 
Nomination forms will be available at 
that time from either the Clerk or the 
District Council. 
 
Financial year 1 April 2011-31 March 
2012 - Budget and Precept 
The Parish Council approved its budget 
and set the Precept at its January 
meeting. The Precept will be £7450, 
which is the same as last year. For a 
copy of the full budget please contact 
the Clerk. 
 
Financial support for the Village Hall 
The Parish Council has agreed to 
allocate £750 in its new budget towards 
the proposed flooring work at the 
Village Hall. This money will be 
released to the Committee after 1 April. 
 
Publication of spending over £500 
All councils are required from the end 
of January 2011 to publish details of all 
their spending over £500 on their 
websites in a certain format and it must 
contain certain information. Madingley 
Parish Council’s spending over £500 
will be on the village notice board as it 
does not have a website.  
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BT Race to Infinity 
As a result of the BT national 
competition for the introduction of a 
faster Broadband service to the 
exchanges which receive the highest 
proportion of votes on its website, 
Madingley exchange will be upgraded.  
 
 
KEEP FIT IN MADINGLEY  
 
A Body Conditioning/Aerobics Class 
led by Bobby Mullineaux, an 
experienced advanced YMCA trained 
fitness instructor is held every Tuesday 
in Madingley Village Hall from  
5 – 6pm.   
If you want further information please 
contact Bobby on 07764 379969 or 
email: 
workingoutworks@hotmail.com.  
Alternatively just come along and give 
it a try!  We are a small friendly group 
and would be very happy to welcome 
you. 
 
Penny Marrone. 
 
 
MADINGLEY’S BRAINY BIRDS  
 
Jackdaws: Madingley’s Brainy Birds 
 
If you look out of your window as the 
sun goes down over Madingley, you 
may catch sight of a mass of black 
birds swirling like smoke through the 
winter sky. These are rooks and 
jackdaws, returning to their evening 
roosts after a hard day’s foraging. Not 
only do these birds know how to put on 
a raucous spectacle, they are also 
among the most formidable intellects in 
the animal kingdom. Recent research, 
much of it conducted in Cambridge, 
shows that corvids (crows, rooks, 

jackdaws, jays and magpies) have 
intellectual abilities that rival those of 
our close cousins the great apes. They 
make and use tools, recognise 
themselves in mirrors, understand the 
intentions of others and plan for the 
future. However, as almost all research 
has been conducted in captivity, we 
have little understanding of why these 
birds are so clever. This is why I am 
setting up a long-term research project 
on jackdaws in Madingley. By 
studying these clever birds in their 
natural environment, I hope to unravel 
some of the mysteries of how 
intelligence has evolved in the animal 
kingdom. 
I am rather fond of jackdaws, with their 
elegant grey capes, blue-grey eyes and 
their friendly, chattering calls. They 
also happen to be excellent subjects for 
studies of animal intelligence. They are 
highly social and inquisitive and, 
unlike other corvids, will readily take 
to nest-boxes, making it easy to 
monitor them and fit them with 
distinctive colour rings. If you go for a 
walk around Madingley you will 
probably see some of the 140 nest-
boxes I have set up in and around the 
village. Each box has a plastic tray 
attached to it, where I’ll attach various 
problem-solving tasks for the birds to 
attempt during the breeding season. 
Each of these tasks is designed to test 
specific cognitive abilities, like the 
capacity to remember the location of 
hidden food or learn general rules to 
solve new problems. Together, the 
tasks will make up a jackdaw IQ test, 
allowing me to see whether birds can 
consistently solve different sorts of 
problems and test whether the cleverest 
birds are also the best at finding food 
and raising chicks. 
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I will also delve into the soap opera of 
jackdaw social life. Like many 
primates, jackdaws live in complex, 
multi-layered societies. Males and 
females form life-long pair bonds as 
part of larger groups with strict pecking 
orders, and different groups often come 
together to forage or roost. Keeping 
track of who is paired with whom and 
the relative ranks of all the different 
individuals in this mass of feathers is 
no mean feat. Indeed, the need to 
navigate such a complex social life 
may well have played an important role 
in driving the evolution of intelligence. 
Of course, living with others can have 
big advantages. You may, for example, 
be able to learn from them. Do 
jackdaws, like human children, pick up 
life skills from their parents and peers? 
And do different jackdaw groups have 
different ways of doing things, much as 
we have local traditions that are passed 
on through the generations? These are 
just some of the things I aim to find 
out. 
 
Of course, jackdaws and their cousins 
don’t always get a good press. They are 
associated with dark forces in myth and 
folklore, and are often treated as 
vermin. However, very little is known 
about their true impact on humans, 
negative or otherwise. In fact, research 
in other European countries suggests 
that corvids may be rather useful, 
gobbling up large numbers of 
agricultural pests. By studying 
Madingley’s jackdaws, including 
where and what they eat, I will be able 
to uncover their true effects on 
agriculture while I learn about their 
astonishing brain power and social 
lives. 
 

I work at the University of Cambridge 
Sub-Department of Animal Behaviour 
behind the Three Horseshoes. For more 
information, email jant2@cam.ac.uk or 
call on me at home at 21 High Street. 
 
Alex Thornton. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
UNIVERSITY ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT  
 

 

The University of Cambridge, as part 
of its continued woodland management 
programme, has been undertaking 
scheduled works so as to enhance the 
woodland in the landscape, improve 
the conservation value of the woods 
and also allow trees to grow on to taller 
and bigger specimens which can be 
converted into valuable timber 
products. 
 
Operations that have been undertaken 
include thinning, which involves 
removing poor quality and suppressed 
trees so as to give more room in the 
canopy for the dominant trees to grow 
on into maturity.  This has been 
undertaken within Burnt Farm 
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Plantation.  Material felled from the 
woods has been extracted and sold on 
as firewood and also used as biomass 
woodfuel to heat a number of schools 
in Suffolk.  The small diameter wood, 
which cannot be utilised as firewood, 
has been left within the wood to rot 
down and act as a good deadwood 
habitat, which will then be broken 
down further by fungi and invertebrates 
and provide a valuable input into the 
bottom end of the food chain. 
 
Other areas of work included the 
removal of poplar trees over and above 
native ash and oak.  Some open areas 
have been created during this operation 
and these will be replanted this winter. 
 
Late Summer/Autumn was ideal to 
undertake such work as the ground 
conditions are not too wet and the bird-
nesting season has finished. 
 
This programme of work tends to be 
repeated on a five to seven year cycle, 
by which time the trees will be even 
bigger and more impressive within the 
village landscape. 
 
Recreating Historic Capability 
Brown Landscape. 
 
It is hoped that work will start at the 
end of January/beginning of February 
on the site around the disused Cricket 
Ground and the adjoining grass field to 
recreate the historic landscape that 
Capability Brown created at Madingley 
Hall.   
 
Initially you may be concerned by the 
level of work that is being undertaken 
as we have to clear the old fencing etc 
left from the Cricket Club.  Once the 

clearance has taken place we hope to 
start planting trees in February, 
weather permitting.  The design of the 
scheme and species planted has been 
prepared after comprehensive historical 
research.  Already The Forestry 
Commission and the Garden History 
Society have complimented us on the 
proposal.  The planting will be around 
the perimeter of the field leaving the 
area with the view from Madingley 
Hall clear and open.  The grassland in 
the centre of the field will be grazed by 
the University Farm livestock. 
 
There will be over 4,000 trees planted 
with the main species being a mixture 
of Pedunculate Oak, Beech, Sweet 
Chestnut and Lime with smaller 
quantities of Silver Birch, Rowan, 
Hazel and Hawthorn. 
 
We are looking forward to this project 
as it has taken some considerable time 
in preparation due to historical research 
and coordinating all parties involved in 
the project.  Hopefully the village will 
benefit in the future from the 
improvement to the landscape in the 
heart of the village.  
 
 
Rachel Buckingham-Howard. 
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ADULT EDUCATION AT 
COMBERTON VILLAGE 
COLLEGE  
 
For further information please ring 
01223 264721 or email 
commed@comberton.cambs.sch.uk 
www.commed.combertonvc.org 
  
COMPUTING : Photoshop Day 
School (5th March 10.00-4.00pm) 
  
DANCE FITNESS AND HEALTH 
Ballroom & Latin: Beginners (Mon 
7.00-8.00pm) Improvers 8.05-9.35pm 
£4.00 p.w. 
Get Fit Mixed (Tues 1.00-2.00pm); Get 
Fit Seniors (Tues 2.00-3.00pm); 
Keep Fit to Music Over 65’s (Thurs 
9.40-10.55 a.m. in Toft People’s Hall); 
Pilates: Mixed (Mon.10.35-11.35a.m) 
Beginners (5.45-6.45pm) Improvers 
(6.50-7.50pm)  
Pilates: Beginners/bad backs (Weds 
7.00-8.00pm) Intermediate (8.00-
9.00pm) 
 
DAY SCHOOLS 
Colour Analysis Day School (Sat. 12th 
March 10.00-2.00pm) 
Cooking Indian Food for Dinner 
Parties Day School (Sat. 5th March 
10.00-4.00pm) 
Food Safety in Catering Level 2 (Sat. 
5th March 10.00-4.00pm) 
French Cookery (new recipes) (Sat. 
March 12th 10.00-4.00pm) 
Indian Cookery (new recipes) (Weds. 
7.30-9.30pm) 5 weeks starts 2nd 
March. 
Paediatric First Aid (2 consecutive 
Saturdays 10.00-4.00pm, 5th & 12th 
March) 

SHUT THE DOOR ON HIGH 
PRESSURE SELLING 

High pressure selling is something that 
we all want to avoid, and whilst it is 
quite easy to say ‘no’ to salespeople 
that call you on the phone, it is far 
harder to say ‘no’ to people once they 
are in your home.  

At Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Trading Standards Service we 
frequently come across people who 
have been pressured into having work 
done or buying products, having been 
called on out of the blue. It can relate 
to anything from tree felling, 
driveways, roofing and fascias and 
soffits, to mobility aids, home alarm 
systems and beds.   

Typical high pressure sales techniques 
include calling through to their 
manager for ‘the very best price’, 
saying that the price is only available 
on that day, and overstaying their 
welcome, all used to put extra pressure 
on you.  

We want you to avoid such problems, 
so below we offer a few tips: 

• Where possible, when looking 
for a trader, go on 
recommendation from someone 
you know.  

• Get three quotes so that you 
know the price you are paying is 
reasonable and fair.  

• Always get quotes in writing and 
make sure they set out what 
exactly you will receive for that 
price.  

• If a trader needs to visit you in 
your home and you will be 
alone, see if you can arrange for  
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• someone else to be there for 
extra support in case the trader 
puts pressure on you.   

• If the contract is signed in your 
home and is for over £35, make 
sure you are given a 7 days 
cancellation notice – you will 
almost certainly be entitled to 
this in law and means that you 
can change your mind up to 7 
days after signing the agreement.  

• If you are given terms and 
conditions, make sure you read 
them before signing the contract. 
Be careful if you are asked to 
sign something to say that work 
can start there and then – this 
will impact on your right to 
cancel the contract.  

• If possible, look for a trader that 
is a member of a Trade 
Association as many of these 
will operate a Code of Practice 
for their members and some also 
offer a mediation scheme in case 
of problems.  

In addition, you can get a free ‘We’re 
not buying it’ sticker for your front 
door to discourage salespeople from 
calling on you at home in the first 
place. Simply contact Consumer Direct 
for one of these (details below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also reduce the number of 
telephone sales calls you receive by 
registering with the Telephone 
Preference Service on 0845 070 0707 
or online at www.tpsonline.org.uk. 

If you need advice on this or any other 
consumer issue, contact our partner 
organisation, Consumer Direct, on 
0845 404 0506 for free, impartial and 
confidential advice. Calls cost no more 
than 4p a minute for BT customers - 
other networks may vary.  

For more information on Trading 
Standards visit our website 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/consumer 
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RUPERT BROOKE’S 
GRANTCHESTER 

Two long-standing residents of 
Grantchester have produced a lovely 
book in anticipation of the centenary, 
in 2012, of Rupert Brooke’s famous 
poem The Old Vicarage, Grantchester. 

The book celebrates the poem and the 
village that was its inspiration.  It will 
be a delight to those who know the 
poem already, and a good introduction 
to those who do not, in particular the 
younger generation.  It contains the full 
text of the poem, a short biography of 
Rupert Brooke and history of 
Grantchester, and an explanatory 
commentary on each section of the 
poem. It is illustrated on each page by 
beautiful and evocative photographs of 
the village and its surroundings.  All 
proceeds will be passed to local good 
causes. 

   

 

Please send me ................... copies (£7 
each) + £1 P&P if you don’t live in 
Grantchester. 

Name 
...............................................................
...............................................................
.................................. 

Address 
...............................................................
...............................................................
.............................. 

...............................................................

...............................................................

.............................................. 

...............................................................

...............................................................

.............................................. 

Return to Francis Burkitt, Merton 
House, Grantchester, Cambridge CB3 
9NQ together with a cheque payable to 
“Rupert Brooke’s Grantchester” 
 
 

 
 
 
MADINGLEY SCHOOL  
 
Stephen Perse Pre-Prep 
  
The Stephen Perse Pre-Prep has really 
got into its stride since coming under 
‘new management’ in September.  The 
children, from kindergarten to the 6 
year olds in Year 2, travelled into 
Cambridge at the beginning of the 
Autumn Term for a whole-school 
photograph, bringing together pupils 
from Madingley with those at the Perse 
Girls Junior and Senior schools and the 
Stephen Perse Sixth Form College. 
With over 750 pupils across the 
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schools of the Stephen Perse 
Foundation, the massed ranks were an 
inspiring spectacle even if, at the same 
time, it all proved a little daunting for 
some of the younger pupils from 
Madingley. 
 
 The beginning of the Spring Term 
marks the season of entrance tests for 
pupils moving to their next schools. 
 All of the girls at Madingley sat the 
Perse Girls Junior School Year 3 Entry 
Assessment while the boys sat 
assessments for other Prep Schools in 
Cambridge and the surrounding area.  
 
 On Tuesday 18 January, Madingley 
was part of the anniversary celebrations 
to mark the 130th birthday of the 
Stephen Perse Foundation’s first 
school, The Perse School for Girls. 
Special birthday cakes were sent up 
from the Senior School (many thanks 
to the School cooks!) and were greatly 
enjoyed by all! The celebrations to 
mark the 130th Anniversary will 
continue throughout the academic year. 
 
Dan Murton, Stephen Perse 
Foundation. 
 
 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL  
 

It was great to 
see so many 
of you at the 
Christmas 
Party when a 
Presentation 
was made to 
Hilary West 
to mark her 
service to the 
Village Hall 

as Caretaker and Bookings Secretary.   
Our picture shows Hilary with Geoff 
Hart (former Chairman of the 
Committee).  This event followed a 
very enjoyable Games Evening the 
previous month.  The Committee is 
pleased to promote a range of 
community activities and events at 
your Village Hall:   
 
The Pantomime staged last weekend, a 
Madingley ‘first’, was very enjoyable 
and it was fun to see the Store Room 
and Kitchen turned into dressing rooms 
and the new access ramp being used by 
actors needing to make an entrance 
from the other side of their ‘stage’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table Tennis evenings are being held 
once a month in association with the 
Sports and Social Club.  We are 
grateful to John Pearson for organising 
these events which are open to 
everyone at all skill levels – just come 
along to the Hall from 8pm on Sundays 
13th February, 13th March, 10th April 
and 8th May.  If you have any questions 
please call John on 01954 211301.  The 
Club Bar is open on these evenings. 
 
Keep Fit - an afternoon fitness class 
for all ages and abilities from 5 – 6  pm 
on Tuesdays in Madingley Village 
Hall, led by an experienced advanced 
YMCA trained fitness instructor.  Very 
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friendly, uncompetitive class attended 
by a loyal and enthusiastic group of 
villagers.  £6 per session or £55 for a 
block of 10.  For further info please 
contact Bobby Mullineaux on 07764 
379969 or Penny Marrone on 210681 
or just come along and try! 
 
The Committee is planning further 
improvements to the Hall to include 
replacing the flooring in the Toilets and 
renovating the floor in the Main Hall.   
Much of the work will be undertaken 
on a voluntary basis but we shall need 
to pay for materials and some of the 
installation work, so we were pleased 
that the Parish Council has agreed to 
contribute £750 towards these costs 
and that a donation of £655 has been 
made by the Barton Ward Oil Club (so 
many thanks to all of you who have 
purchased oil in this way – contact 
Agricole 01954 719452 when you are 
next looking for a quotation for oil and 
mention that you live in Madingley).  
We hope to raise the balance needed to 
carry out this work at the forthcoming 
Quiz Night. 
 
THE MADINGLEY ANNUAL 
QUIZ NIGHT:  Saturday 5 th 
February at 7.30p.m. 

 
Teams of 5/6 are invited to pit their 
wits against each other for a light-
hearted, social evening under the 

watchful eye of Master of Ceremonies 
Katherine Dogan. 
Teams can include members of your 
club, workplace or family and 
neighbours - of all ages! 
 
Entrance is £5 per head (children free). 
A glass of wine or a soft drink (kindly 
donated by the Sports and Social Club), 
and a delicious spread of bread & 
cheese during the interval, is included 
in the ticket price.  The Bar will be 
open throughout the evening.  It would 
be very helpful if you could call, in 
advance, to let us know that you have a 
team attending but this is not essential.   
 
The Committee is pleased to welcome 
Louise Peters as the new Hall 
Caretaker.   
 
Finally, if you would like to book the 
Hall  for a Family, Business or 
Community event please contact Chris 
(Bookings Secretary) on 01954 210766 
or by email:  
cbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk  
 
 
 
THE MADINGLEY HISTORY 
GROUP 
 
The 2011 History Group programme 
commences with a meeting at the 
Village Hall on Thursday 10th March 
starting at 7.30pm.  We shall be sharing 
new information that has come in to the 
Group and making plans for the rest of 
the year.  Meetings are open to 
everyone with an interest in the History 
of Madingley. 
 
A packed meeting, attended by 24 
members, was treated to a fascinating 
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talk by Adrian Barlow at Christmas.   
Adrian spoke of his research into the 
Stewkeley family and their links to the 
Hall and the Church.   
 
For further information please contact 
Sue Baldwin 
01954 210766 (home/office – note 
NEW number)  email: 
sbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk 
 
 
MADINGLEY CHURCH  
 
The Church Council is very sorry that 
our Officiating Minister, Rev’d Dr. 
Anthony Moore, had to resign from his 
post in October because of ill health.  
Anthony expressed his great sadness at 
having to step down so soon and so 
suddenly.  He had made a significant 
contribution to the life of this church in 
the short time that he was with us and 
we continue pray for his recovery. 
In the interim period, whilst the Parish 
is without a designated priest-in-
charge, the Church Wardens are 
arranging for weekly leadership of our 
Sunday services.  If you need to 
contact them please call Alan Clarke 
(01223 262678) or Adrian Barlow 
(01954 210176).  Discussions about the 
future are underway with the Diocese.  
The Church Council’s determination is 
that Madingley continues as a 
functioning parish with a church that 
remains open for weekly worship and 
daily prayer, and which supports both 
its congregation and the wider 
community of Madingley.  We are very 
grateful to members of the clergy who 
are supporting us through this time of 
uncertainty. 
On a brighter note, the next phase of 
Restoration work will be starting in 

March with repairs to the North Porch 
and drainage system.  The Church will 
remain open for services during this 
period but locked during the week. 
Our regular Sunday Service takes place 
at 11.30 am every week.  Please see the 
notice board for further details. 
 
Sue Baldwin – Secretary to the PCC 
 
 
BARTON WARD OIL CLUB  

Barton Ward Oil Club – which enables 
residents of Barton, Coton, 
Grantchester and Madingley to club 
together to buy home heating oil − has 
gone from strength to strength during 
2010, and it’s been great that it has 
been able to help so many people, 
particularly during the recent cold 
spell. 
Membership has doubled from 100 last 
year, to 201 now.  This is made up of 
126 in Barton, 53 in Grantchester, 20 in 
Madingley (a much smaller village) 
and 2 in Coton (unsurprisingly low, 
since Coton has mains gas).   
In 2009 just over 100,000 litres was 
purchased.  In 2010, that grew to an 
amazing 360,000 litres, about £175,000 
worth of fuel. 
Last week, I talked to a tanker driver as 
he was filling up our neighbour’s tank.  
He told me that his tanker held 16,000 
litres and that he would use it all up 
making 21 deliveries that day to the 
four villages and to Comberton, mostly 
to BWOC members.  That showed me 
that not only can we get buying power, 
we can also help reduce the number of 
‘fuel miles’ driven by the tankers by 
making the process more efficient. 
In 2010, 131 members ordered over 
1,000 litres, and for each of them our 
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Agent donates £5 to good causes in the 
four villages, so that totals £655.  
2009’s donation went to the Barton 
Recreation Ground Improvement 
Group, and 2010’s will be given to 
Madingley Village Hall’s appeal for a 
new floor.  It will be Grantchester’s 
turn next year! 
Membership is free.  If you want a 
membership card, please call me on 
01223 840128 or email me at 
francis.burkitt@btinternet.com.  To 
order oil, call our Agent, Jeremy Cole 
of Agricole, on 01954 719452 or email 
him at jeremy@agricole.co.uk 

 
Francis Burkitt, Acting Chairman (until 
anyone else volunteers to take over!)  

 

NATIONAL CENSUS 2011  

Help tomorrow take shape 

On 27 March, the census will take a 
snapshot of society in England and 
Wales. So any day now a questionnaire 
will arrive in the post asking you about 
your household and all the people 
living there. If it has already arrived 
keep it safe.  Your household is one of 
around 25 million in England and 
Wales taking part. The 2011 Census is 
all about numbers. It asks about work, 
health, national identity, citizenship, 
ethnic background, education, second 
homes, language, religion, whether you 
are married and so on. This information 
helps the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) to produce population estimates. 
Why should this matter to you? Like all 
local authorities in England and Wales, 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
relies on census population estimates to 

feed into the government funding your 
communities’ need for public services. 
How much it gets is related to how 
many people the census says live in 
your area – so if the census can’t 
account for everyone, it could lose out. 
Even if the census were to end up just a 
few households short, it could make a 
very real difference to people’s lives. 

You can complete your 2011 Census 
online (you’ll need the internet access 
code on the front of your questionnaire 
to log in), or complete the 
questionnaire by hand and post it back 
in the pre-paid envelope. Everything 
you tell the census is confidential. It 
will only be used to help build an 
accurate picture of the population so 
that public sector organisations and 
other users can plan their services and 
activities over the next ten years. Your 
questionnaire is turned into numbers by 
ONS and is not shared with any other 
local or national government 
department. 
For more information visit 
www.census.gov.uk 

Thank you for taking part.   
 
 
BUSES INTO CAMBRIDGE  
 
A reminder of the Whippet Bus 
Service Number 8 that goes to and 
from Cambridge, Monday to Saturday.  
It leaves Cambridge Road across from 
the Madingley Hall gates at: 
 
0950,  1100,  and 1400 
 
and leaves Drummer Street Bus Station 
Bay 3 at: 
 
1020,  1230,  and 1630 
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POLICE REPORT  
 
September 2010 – January 2011 
 
First of all I would like to wish 
everyone a happy new year! 
 
I am pleased to say that since my last 
article in September Madingley has 
remained quiet. There have been six 
crimes reported. Unfortunately there 
was a spate of vehicle crime across the 
sector and three of these crimes were 
thefts from vehicles within the village. 

Two thefts of heating oil were also 
reported and one theft of copper cable.  
 
I continue to patrol the area along with 
my colleagues, paying special attention 
to the parking issues that were raised 
by concerned residents at the end of 
last year surrounding the school. I am 
pleased to say that I have not had to 
issue one ticket or move anyone on so 
far.  
 
I am holding a police surgery at Polhill 
Garden Centre in Coton on Saturday 
the 19th of February between 2pm and 
4pm. A police surgery is a regular drop 
in session for you to talk to us about 
any local crime or safety issues at a 
local venue.  No appointment 
necessary! Just pop along to see us, we 
always love to hear from you. 
 
Do you want to receive regular updates 
about crime and policing in 
Cambridgeshire from the Chief 
Constable?  Ever wondered what crime 
levels are like where you live?  
Interested in protecting your home 
from crime? 
Yes?  Then you should check out the 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary website.  
Here you will be able to find lots of 
information - from what the police are 
doing to tackle crime in your area to 
crime prevention advice.   
www.cambs.police.uk 
 
PCSO Karen Mahoney 
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MADINGLEY CRICKET CLUB  
 
A warm welcome for the 2011 season 
from Madingley Cricket Club. 
��What a fantastic season 2010 was 
for us as we won the Junior Cup for 
the�second time in our history and 
achieved promotion to the CCA 
Senior�League! ��We hope to go 
from strength to strength and with this 
in mind we have�now started a 
Second XI who will start life in Junior 
League 6B. This�means that we are 
looking for new players of any ability 
to join our�great club. ��We start our 
season on Saturday May 7th with a 
Home game against�Dullingham 
before travelling to Somersham on the 
14th. Following that�there is a game 
on each subsequent Saturday until the 
3rd September. Our�First XI home 
games will once again be played at 
Girton College (off�Huntingdon Road, 
Cambridge). ����Pre-season indoor 
nets are will be held on Sunday 
afternoons at the Leys�School in 
Cambridge until the start of the season. 
We are always looking�for new 
players (whatever your ability) to join 
our friendly club, where�the emphasis 
is very much on enjoying your game 
although we like to win�too! Please 
get in contact with us or simply come 
along to the nets. ��If you're keen and 
want to get involved you can contact us 
in the�following ways or once again 
just come along to the pre-season 
net�sessions: -Phone our 1st XI 
Captain Owen Howell on 07900 
263934 (email -
futurevi@freenetname.co.uk) 
Or 2nd XI Captain Azhar Khan on   
07966 709766  (email - 
akhan@farecla.com) 

 
 
 
 
Fixtures – 1st XI 
 
Sat 7th May – Dullingham CC – 1st XI 
– Home 
Sat 14th May – Somersham Town CC – 
1st XI – Away 
Sat 21st May – Barrington CC – 1st XI 
– Home 
Sat 28th May – Chatteris CC – 1st XI – 
Away 
Sat 4th June Cambridge N.C.I. CC – 2nd 
XI – Away 
Sat 11th June – Eversden CC – 1st XI – 
Home 
Sat 18th June – Isleham CC – 1st XI – 
Home 
Sat 25th June – Cambridge Granta CC – 
3rd XI – Away 
Sat 2nd July – Burwell CC – 2nd XI – 
Away 
Sat 9th July – Somersham Town CC – 
1st XI – Home 
Sat 16th July – Dullingham CC – 1st XI 
– Away 
Sat 23rd July Chatteris CC – 1st XI – 
Home 
Sat 30th July Cambridge Granta CC – 
3rd XI – Home 
Sat 6th Aug – Isleham CC – 1st XI – 
Away 
Sat 13th Aug – Cambridge N.C.I. CC – 
2nd XI – Home 
Sat 20th Aug – Barrington CC – 1st XI – 
Away 
Sat 27th Aug – Eversden CC – 1st XI – 
Away 
Sat 3rd Sept – Burwell cc – 2nd XI – 
Home 
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Fixtures – 2nd XI 
 
Sat 7th May – Saffron Walden CC – 5th 
XI 
Sat 14th May – Babraham CC – 3rd XI 
Sun 15th May – Barley CC 2nd XI 
Sat 21st May Saffron Walden CC – 5th 
XI 
Sat 28th May – Buntingford CC – 2nd 
XI 
Sat 4th June – Buntingford CC – 2nd XI 
Sat 11th June – Haverhill Wanderers 
CC – 1st XI 
Sat 25th June – Babraham CC – 3rd XI 
Sat 2nd July – Linton Village CC – 3rd 
XI 
Sat 9th July – Haverhill Wanderers CC 
– 1st XI 
Sat 16th July – Horseheath CC – 2nd XI 
Sat 30th July – Cokenach CC – 2nd XI 
Sat 13th Aug – Horseheath CC – 2nd XI 
Sat 20th Aug – Linton Village CC – 3rd 
XI 
Sat 27th Aug – Cokenach CC – 2nd XI 
 
 
 
 
 
BT RACE TO INFINITY  
 
Against all the odds the Madingley 
Exchange was one of the six winners to 
be upgraded to super fast fibre 
broadband by early 2012!  The 
exchange serves the villages of 
Caldecote, Childerley, Coton, 
Hardwick, some of Dry Drayton and of 
course Madingley.  Local residents 
formed a campaign team to encourage 
local residents to vote.  The campaign 
was co-ordinated by Tumi Hawkins, a 
Caldecote resident and District 
Councillor.  With the upgraded 

broadband we can expect internet 
speeds that are at least 20 times faster!   
 
Well done to our local volunteers 
Heather Robinson and Edward Byam-
Cook! 
 
Community Project 
 
We also have the opportunity to try and 
win £5000 from BT to go towards a 
community project.  Any ideas for 
projects that can be put forward, please 
email to madingleyx@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
� 
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MADINGLEY AMERICAN 
CEMETERY  

Adopting a fallen American soldier. 

From 1939 through 1945 the world was 
at war against two enemies one in the 
Pacific and the other in the Atlantic.   
Hundreds of thousands of men and 
women died fighting for freedom and 
liberty.  After the war about 40 per cent 
of those who died during this war were 
laid to rest in countries where they 
fought or served and are now forever 
on duty reminding us of what they did 
for us and liberty. 
This story begins in Belgium in a small 
town about 20 minutes from Liege, 
called Neuville-en-Condroz.  Within 
this town is about 90 acres of land 
where over 5,000 Americans are 
honoured who served and died during 
World War II.   
As you drive into this heroic site you 
follow an entrance road for about 100 
meters, which leads you to a large 
memorial building where an eagle is 
mounted; the height is 27 feet, it seems 
to invite you to come in and see what 
you can learn about those who are 
forever on duty. 
In November 2008, a winter that was 
one of the coldest in memory, and 
possibly could be compared to that of 
1944, my tour of duty started.  During 
this time of year we see few visitors, 
but there were those that are 
determined to pay their respects in 
spite of the cold weather and elements.  
It was on one of these days while 
walking the hallowed grounds that I 
met a family from Holland.  They 
travelled a couple of hours to make this 
visit.  I introduced myself and asked, 

“Can I be of any help“? During this 
conversation, they explained they 
adopted soldiers. This story moved me 
beyond words.   
They began to share a story of honour 
and remembrance, explaining, “in 
Holland there is an American Cemetery 
located in a small, beautiful town of 
Margraten”.   
Over 8000 Americans are honoured 
there and still on duty - they continued 
to explain, “Every one of those heroes 
has been adopted and that they were 
coming here to adopt from the 
American Cemeteries located in 
Belgium and in France.  Their sincere 
passion for honouring these heroes 
touched me deeply and to think, they 
would drive for two hours just to pick a 
soldier to adopt. 
This adoption program was new to me 
– I did not know what this meant, to 
adopt a soldier.  We spent a good hour 
together and they shared with me what 
it meant to them.  Everyone in their 
family from their parents to their 
children has adopted a solder.  They 
took take time to research the soldiers 
unit; their home town; and their family.  
If they have family still alive they 
would send them a letter explaining 
that they adopted their relative.  I was 
moved and inspired by their story - and 
realized how this program helped 
remember and honour these soldiers. 
This particular family developed a 
website with photographs of the 
soldiers; their family; and family 
members that have come to visit.  They 
would escort families to their loved 
one’s final resting place on the 
occasion that they would visit.  This is 
the exception but an example of the 
many ways the adoption program 
remembers and honours these heroes. 
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This was my first exposure to this 
adoption program.  During my 18 
months in Belgium I would meet 
families, learn about the association, 
known as the “Les Briscard” that 
sponsored this program in Belgium.  
There are over 3000 soldiers adopted at 
the Ardennes American Cemetery and 
Memorial.   
I got to know these families that 
adopted these American Soldiers and 
learned something that moved me to 
tears.  It was on another day of duty 
when I met a father with his children, 
he explained, “my Father adopted an 
American Soldier and before he died 
he passed on the adoption to me”; he, 
continued “I am now taking the time to 
introduce my children to the solder 
who died for their freedom as they 
would inherit the responsibility when I 
die”.  This might seem extreme, but is 
it?  We who live today and were not 
born until after the Great War and 
World War II battles have a tendency 
to forget the great gift that was given 
us.   
I believe that there is no greater love 
than someone that is willing to lay 
down their life for a friend and these 
heroes forever on duty overseas might 
not have served for that particular 
reason, but in the end they gave the 
greatest sacrifice of all - their lives that 
we can live free. 
It was in 1997 that I begin serving 
these heroes resting at these American 
Cemeteries overseas and the 
Cambridge American Cemetery is my 
most recent assignment arriving here in 
July 2010.  I have learned that there is 
an adoption program here in the UK - 
Cambridge, and I have decided to do 
what I can to help people, whom are 

interested in honouring these heroes 
though adoption.   
Over these 14 years I have learned 
stories; felt the love and sacrifice; and 
knew that I would be forever changed.  
I did not believe I could be moved any 
more, but I was wrong – in November 
of 2008 I realized that there are those 
that will do everything possible to 
honour and remember what these 
American Soldiers did and for them, 
through adoption.   
For more information on adopting a 
soldier please call 01954-210-350 or e-
mail cambrige@abmc.gov   
 
Michael Green 
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MADINGLEY HALL  
 
Astronomer Royal launches free 
lecture series at Madingley Hall 
 
10 January saw the inaugural 
Madingley Lecture – the first in a 
series of free public talks currently 
taking place at the University of 
Cambridge’s Institute of Continuing 
Education (ICE), Madingley Hall. 
Astronomer Royal Lord Rees held the 
audience spellbound on his chosen 
topic of 'Life in the cosmos', distilling 
into the clearest terms the latest 
theories on the origin of the universe, 
the likelihood of extra-terrestrial life 
and the future of our planet. 
  
Future speakers in the series include 
Professor David Spiegelhalter, Winton 
Professor of the Public Understanding 
of Risk at Cambridge, and Dr Hugh 
Hunt of Trinity College, who recently 
reconstructed the Barnes Wallis 
'bouncing bomb' raids of 1943 for a 
Channel 4 documentary. 
  
Dr Rebecca Lingwood, Director of 
Continuing Education, said: “The 
Madingley Lectures are an important 
part of ICE’s commitment to public 
engagement and they are one of the 
ways we aim to reach beyond the walls 
of the University, sharing Cambridge 
as widely as possible.” 
  
Book online at 
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/madingleylectures 
or call 01223 746212. 

 

 

 

Saturday 19th February 2011 

Armageddon and faith:  a survivor’s 
meditation on the Blitz.  Dr Francis 
Warner, Honorary Fellow of St 
Catherine’s College.  3 pm 

Monday 14th March 2011 

Dambusters and the engineering behind 
the bouncing bomb.  Dr Hugh Hunt, 
Fellow of Trinity College.  7pm 

Tuesday 3rd May 2011 

Communicating risk and uncertainty.  
Professor David Spiegelhalter.  Winton 
Professor of the Public Understanding 
of Risk, University of Cambridge.  
7pm 

Thursday 14th July 2011 

Politics of heritage, 1997-2011.  Dr 
Simon Thurley, Chief Executive, 
English Heritage.  7pm 

 


