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SPRING DIARY 
 
Mon 9

th
 Feb Visit to Statue of Prince Albert, 

Wolfson College, 7.30pm 
 
Sat 28

th
 Feb Evening of Music Making, 

Madingley Hall, 8.00pm 
 
Mon 2

nd
 Mar Cambs & Peterborough Minerals 

& Waste Plan Consultation 

 
Mon 23

rd
 Mar History Group Meeting, Village 

Hall, 7.30pm 
 
Sun 14

th
 June Madingley Hall Open Gardens, 

2.30pm 
 

 
. 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
 
Planning permission has just been granted for a 
new block to be built on the side of the hall where 
the kitchen is located. To achieve this, the existing 
kitchen will come down and in its place will be a 
new KITCHEN, DISABLED TOILET, BOILER & 
STORE. In addition will be the forming of new 
French windows onto the large area of grass 
outside. The latest cost estimate is about £65,000. 
The exact cost depends upon the final builders‟ 
bill, the cost of the kitchen fitout, and how much 
VAT has to be paid. We have raised or been 
promised £42,281 so there is a current shortfall of 
about £19,000 after allowing for tax rebates. To 
close the gap we are applying for further grants 
from South Cambridgeshire District Council and 
WREN the waste recycling fund. The current 
proposed plan, if we are successful in raising 
further funds, will be to start work in April. The 
work will take about 10 weeks to complete.  
If you wish to help or wish to know more call 
Geoff on 01954 210142. 

 
VILLAGE OIL BUYING GROUP 
 
After the last newsletter we have interest totalling 
about 20,000 litres a year. This is less than 20% 
of the village. As you have seen from the latest 
County Council newsletter oil buying groups can 
achieve savings of up to 4p per litre. We need 
more people to make this possible.  
Please call Edward on 01954 211536 for more 
information. 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor 
 
Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 212593 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 212593 

Parish Church Wardens 
Richard Seale   01223 352240 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Parish Council Clerk 
Gail Stoehr   01954 210241 
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Councillors 
John Wiseman (Chairman) 01954 210217 
Janet Dean   01954 212154 
Jeff Torrance   01954 210553 
Edward Byam-Cook  01954 211933 
Frank Dann   01954 210222 

Police 
Emergency   999 
Non-Emergency  0845 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  01223 823730 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Hilary West   01954 211734 

Village Newsletter 
Jane McCann   01954 212340 
jane@themccanns.demon.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk
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VISIT TO THE STATUE OF PRINCE 
ALBERT – 9TH FEBRUARY 
 

Monday 9th February at 7.30pm 
 
A visit to see the Statue Of Prince Albert 
(formerly sited at Madingley Hall) - to include a 
lecture by Dr Norma Emerton at the 
Chancellor’s Building, Wolfson College, 
Cambridge 

 
Tickets: £5 (to include refreshment).   
 
Please book your place in advance by calling 
Sue Baldwin (01954 212593 or email: 
sbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk). It 
may be possible to share transport from 
Madingley to Wolfson College – please call! 
 

The 12 foot high 19th Century statue of Prince 
Albert which stood for the last 47 years in 
woodland next to Madingley Hall in Cambridge 
has been moved to a new home at Wolfson 
College on Barton Road. 

From 1847 until his death in 1861 Prince Albert 
was Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, a 
position held today by Prince Philip, the Duke of 
Edinburgh.  The white marble statue, one and a 
half times life size and standing on a grey marble 
plinth, was made 
in 1866 by H. C. 
Foley and was 
placed soon 
afterwards as the 
centrepiece in the 
entrance hallway 
of the Fitzwilliam 
Museum. 

By 1956 museum 
space was at a 
premium and the 
statue was 
moved to 
Madingley Hall, 
which was rented 
by Queen 
Victoria for the 
Prince of Wales when he was at the University. 
Prince Albert himself stayed there on two 
occasions in 1861, shortly before his death. 

The statue overlooked the top pond in the 
grounds of Madingley Hall in a small clearing 
surrounded by tall trees and shrubs. Originally 
designed to be displayed inside a building, the 
fine Carrera marble did not fare well, being 
exposed to the elements. 

An imposing new building at Wolfson College, the 
Chancellor‟s Centre for Graduate Study, opened 
in July 2004 and the statue has been sited 
beneath the cupola of the new building where it is 
more visible and accessible. Wolfson generously 
agreed to pay for its transport and full restoration. 

 
MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 
 

 
 
 
In 2009 the Diocese of Ely celebrates its 900th 
year. Ely 900 was launched by the Bishop of Ely, 
Dr Anthony Russell, on Saturday 24th January in 
Ely Cathedral at 2.30 pm with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, also present.  
Members of the Madingley congregation took part 
in the service and brought a special candle back 
to the Parish, which was lit at a celebratory 
service the following day. 
 
The Friends of Mount Athos will be holding a 
conference at Madingley Hall on the weekend of 
20 – 22 February and will be using Madingley 
Church for their services. The Society is dedicated 
to the study of knowledge of the history, culture, 
arts, architecture, natural history, and literature of 
the Orthodox monasteries of Mount Athos. 
 
A set of four postcards featuring pictures taken by 
photographer Julia Hedgecoe is now available for 
purchase from the desk inside the church.  We 
are very grateful to Julia for her time and skill in 
creating these attractive cards. 
 
The following two events have been organised to 
raise funds for the next round of restoration work 
and repairs at the Parish Church.   
 
Compiled by members of the Church Council 
 

 
 
 

mailto:sbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk
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BAR HILL TO COTON CYCLE PATH 
 
Both the parishes of Madingley and Dry Drayton 
have appointed a steering group to try to make 
this happen. There will be a public meeting in the 
next few weeks to seek the villages‟ views after a 
formal answer has been received from the all the 
landowners concerned. It is still not certain that 
the funds will be made available by the County 
Council.  
 
Anyone who wishes to help or find out more 
call Edward 01954 211 536. 

 
 
MADINGLEY CRICKET CLUB 
 
A warm welcome for the 2009 season from 
Madingley Cricket Club.  

 
We kick off our season with a friendly 20/20 game 
arranged at Cambourne on Sunday 26

th
 April 

before our Junior League campaign begins away 
to Thurlow on Saturday 2

nd
 May.  Following that 

there is a game on each subsequent Saturday 
until the 29th August. We have once again looked 
at moving back to the village but for now this is 
not possible so our home games will once again 
be played at Girton College (off Huntingdon Road, 
Cambridge).   
  
Pre-season indoor nets will be held on Sundays 
afternoons from 3 until 4pm at the Leys School in 
Cambridge on the following dates: - 15

th
 

March, 22
nd

 March, 29
th
 March, 5

th
 April and 19

th
 

April. They are free of charge so please come 
along and join in the fun – everyone is welcome.  
  
We are always looking for new players (whatever 
your ability) to join our friendly club, where the 
emphasis is very much on enjoying your game 
although we like to win too! Please get in contact 
with us or simply come along to the nets (did I 
mention they are free?)  Our match fees have 
been reduced this year to £4 for adults and only 
£2 for juniors .There is no annual subscription so 
it‟s strictly a pay-per-play basis this season to 
keep costs down but fun levels high during the 
credit crunch. 
  
If you‟re keen and want to get involved you can 
contact us in the following ways or once again just 
come along to the pre-season net sessions: - 
Phone our Captain, Owen Howell on 
07900263934 
Email us sales@campkinsfuturevision.co.uk or 
madingleycc@yahoo.com  
Visit our website: - 
http://uk.geocities.com/madingleycc/ 
 
Nigel Butcher, Chairman Madingley Cricket Club 
 

MADINGLEY HALL OPEN GARDENS 
 
Madingley Hall Garden National Gardens Scheme 
Open Afternoon on Sunday 14th June 2009. 2.30 
to 5.30pm. Teas and Plants for Sale. Entrance 
Adults £3, Children free. Share of proceeds to 
Madingley Church Restoration Fund. If anyone is 
able to help steward for an hour during the 
afternoon, please contact either Sue Baldwin or 
Richard Gant. 
 
 

LOGS  
 
The group who are turning dead trees from the 
village into logs are looking for more people who 
need logs and we can always do with more 
labour. Please call Edward on 01954 211536 
 

 
VILLAGE BONFIRE 
 
After a terrible wet evening last November, when 
about 20 people turned up, we have already 
started to collect wood hedge cuttings etc for this 
November. A date nearer the time will be 
published in the next newsletter. If you‟d like to 
help, please call Edward on 01954 211536 
 
 

LITTER PICKING 
 
There is an ongoing need to tidy up our road 
verges. It really needs to be done twice a year. If 
you want to help, please call Edward on 01954 
211536. 
 
 

COTON SCHOOL NEWS 
 
We have only been back at school for a few days 
so as yet for this term have not got a lot to report 
although we have many plans for the term ahead. 
However we can reflect on events in the school at 
the end of the autumn term. 
 
We had our church school inspection at the end of 
November.  We had one inspector for a day who 
spent time talking to many members of the school 
community and attended assembly which was led 
by the children. Again the school was judged to be 
outstanding so we were delighted. 
 
Before half term in October we gave children the 
opportunity to research topics of “Castles” or 
“Food” in their own time and present it to their 
classes. Some of these were chosen for a special 
assembly for parents. The children chose many 
different ways of presenting their work, including 
models, powerpoint and pictures. This was a very 
successful project and the children will be given 
some topics to research each term. Next time we 

mailto:sales@campkinsfuturevision.co.uk
mailto:madingleycc@yahoo.com
http://uk.geocities.com/madingleycc/
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invite parents to the presentations we will let you 
know and you will be welcome to join us. 
 
You may have seen some children going to 
school dressed as Tudors just before Christmas. 
These were children from Class 3 who had a 
Tudor day. Ms Baker had set up activities such as 
candle making, sewing, writing with a quill, 
cooking and dancing. In the afternoon they had a 
Tudor banquet and groups of children danced to 
entertain. This was an excellent way to finish their 
work about Tudors. 
 
As always the run up to Christmas was very busy. 
The Key Stage 1 children performed a musical 
play called Stable Story which told the story of the 
nativity. The children‟s singing, speaking and 
dancing was excellent. More importantly they 
enjoyed it so much; it was lovely to see an 
impromptu performance of one of the songs (with 
actions) whilst parents were setting up the 
Christmas disco!!  We were delighted that our 
invitation to the dress rehearsal was taken up and 
we were able to share the performance with the 
community. Next Christmas we will make sure 
that we don‟t class with the bus to Tesco so that 
more people can come.  
 
The Key Stage 2 children held a Carol Service in 
the church. The singing was beautiful and the 
children were accompanied by the newly formed 
school ensemble, which comprised of brass, 
strings and woodwind. The ensemble had only 
been practising together for 6 weeks and did 
really well. We will be developing this next half 
term and will invite you to their next performance. 
It is a great opportunity for children who have 
individual music tuition to experience being part of 
a group. The school choir really enjoyed 
entertaining the lunch club at their Christmas 
lunch, this is a really lovely event. We raised £239 
for the East Anglian Children‟s Hospice from the 
two Christmas events. 
 
It has become necessary for us to have a fence 
round the school and work on this will begin in the 
next few weeks. We are very concerned that this 
is going to spoil the open and welcoming aspect 
of the school; we therefore have plans to plant 
some shrubs to soften the appearance. If anyone 
has any expertise in this area and has any ideas 
of plants that would do this successfully we‟d be 
delighted to hear from you. 
 
We have a busy term ahead with many events 
planned for the children. There are two new clubs 
for this term; Golf Club, before school on a Friday 
and Fencing Club after school on a Thursday. 
Children already have Chess, Multisports and 
Dance Clubs. Children will be taking part in 
tournaments and events at Comberton Village 
college, Years 5 and 6 in football and rugby and 
Years 3 and 4 in the Dance Share. We have also 
been fortunate enough to be allocated tickets for 

the ballet La Badinere at the Royal Opera House 
in February. In the first week of March the year 5 
children from Woodside School in Walthamstow 
will be visiting for their geography work on a 
contrasting environment. You will no doubt see 
them around doing their village study and traffic 
surveys. They always really enjoy their visit here 
and are amazed at how peaceful it is.  

 
We will keep you informed about any events 
which we can share with you. Best wishes for the 
New Year from all at the school. 
 
Margaret Guest, Coton School 

 
 
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 
Madingley Parish Council met in December and 
welcomed Anne Campbell - Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust who gave a 
presentation on her work with the trust its aims 
and objectives, which covers most of the South 
and East of England. They provide a specialist 
service covering various issues i.e. eating 
disorders, bi-polar, schizophrenia and dementia. 
They also offer an in-reach prison service and 
treat the young and old alike. It was highlighted 
that funding is provided by a block contract 
irrespective if they treat 1 or 100 people. Their 
annual turnover is £130 million pounds and they 
employ approximately 2 ½ thousand members of 
staff. Mrs Campbell confirmed that they have just 
become a foundation trust offering an excellent 
service with good resources. They have 
approximately 8,000 members and 39 Governors. 
The trust has recently under gone a re-
organisation and it was noted that they are 
secondary care providers but they do offer some 
primary care assistance. It was reported that there 
is a stigma or discrimination attached with mental 
health issues and the trust is working with Re-
Think / Mind on an anti stigma campaign. She 
answered questions on local facilities and the 
percentage of prisoners with mental health 
problems and their incarceration. 
  
A1303 speed review 
 
The County Council will be consulting shortly on 
its proposals to change the existing 40mph and 
60mph speed limits between M11 to Madingley 
Mulch roundabout to 50mph throughout.  
  
Play equipment 
 
The Parish Council would like to thank Mrs 
Heather Robinson and Mrs Elizabeth Ingham for 
all their hard work and efforts raising funds and 
seeking grant funding for the new play equipment 
scheme that was installed just before Christmas. 
The scheme provides a wonderful facility for the 
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children to play and incorporates seating for the 
parents and carers to sit. 
  
EDF Power Cuts 
 
Aware of the problems experienced by some 
residents when the power supply was disrupted in 
November/December the Parish Council wrote to 
EDF with a formal complaint. To date EDF has 
replied saying it can not progress the complaint 
unless it has the postcode of the roads affected! A 
second complaint has now been submitted. 
 
Cambs & Peterborough Minerals and Waste 
Plan Consultation 
 
Village meeting on Monday 2 March at 7.30pm 

 
The current consultation includes information on 
the proposed Borrowpits which will be located just 
outside the parish boundary towards the Girton 
Interchange. A public meeting will be held on 
Monday 2 March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
with representatives of the County Council and 
Costain Skanska. The Parish Council invites all 
residents to attend the meeting so that they can 
hear about the proposals and consider what if any 
impact these will have on Madingley village. There 
will be an opportunity for residents to ask 
questions. Please try to attend. For further 
information, please log onto 
www.cambridgshire.gov.uk/environment/mwplan 

 

 EDF complaint about power cuts (update) 

 
EDF has asked the Parish Council to pass on its 
apologies to the residents of Madingley for the 
power cuts in November/December. Following a 
number of fuse operations, with no fault being 
identified EDF carried out a line patrol to check 
their equipment and locate any problems. They 
identified several areas where trees were in 
contact with overhead lines. They have carried out 
tree trimming in the village to provide adequate 
clearance from the cables. There have been no 
further interruptions since this work was carried 
out on 2 December. EDF are continuing to 
monitor the performance of the Madingley circuit 
and if they find any further problems they are 
committed to deal with them swiftly. 
  
Grants and donations to village groups and 
organizations 

 
Each year the Parish Council is able to support 
village groups and clubs which, in the opinion of 
the Council, is in the interests of the area and its 
inhabitants. 
If your Group, Club or Society would like to be 
considered for a grant please write to the Clerk 
with details. 

Parish Council budget and Precept for 1 April 
2009-31 March 2010 

 
At its February meeting the Parish Council 
approved its budget and set the precept demand 
at £7515. For a copy of the budget please contact 
the Clerk. 
 
Contact: Gail Stoehr on 01954 210241 or 
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk 

 
 

GRANCHESTER BARREL RACE 
 
We were once again blessed with perfect weather 
for the Barrel Race on Boxing Day – now in its 
fifth revival year.  A crisp winter morning saw a 
crowd estimated at over 2,000 pack both sides of 
the road four or five people deep, as children and 
adults joined in to watch the fun. 

As you‟ll recall, the whole point of the race is that 
it is pointless: it is just a way of having a bit of fun 
on Boxing Day and getting some fresh air after 
Christmas Day.  Training is strictly forbidden, and 
anyone caught practicing is ruthlessly eliminated.  
80 competitors in 20 teams rolled their old 
wooden beer barrels in a 4x4 relay race up and 
down the 200-yard course in Grantchester, 
cheered on by our largest-ever crowd. 

The first three races were for Grantchester 
residents, with the teams named after the four 
village pubs.  In the Men‟s Race, the Red Lion 
repeated its victory of the previous year; in the 
Ladies‟ Race, the Blue Ball triumphed over the 
Rupert Brooke by the narrowest of margins; and 
in the Open Race, the Red Lion again won, with 
Rupert Brooke second, the Green Man third and 
the Blue Ball fourth (no-one ever comes last in 
Barrel Racing – they just come fourth). 

The other two races are the COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, where the local villages 
compete against each other for the prodigious 
honour of victory.  Division One saw Grantchester, 
Barton, Coton and Madingley take on each other.  
Last year, Grantchester had narrowly beaten 
Barton, but this year saw an even-stronger 
Barton team (organised by Mike Radford) cruise 
to victory, with Madingley (organised on the day) 
in close second place, Grantchester third, and 
Coton (team captain: Ben Dansie) in fourth.   

In Division Two, previous winners Hauxton (led 
by Guy Davies) held on to the coveted trophy, 
with Newnham (from the Red Bull) second, 
Trumpington (led by Mark Dujardin) third and 
Harston (organised by Sandy Travers) fourth.  
The Hauxton team were a little faster than the 
Barton one, so they won the overall County 
Championship Cup. 

Local resident John Naughton took some superb 
photos of the day, which you can see at: 

http://www.cambridgshire.gov.uk/environment/mwplan
mailto:madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/naughton/sets/72157
611625422845/ 
 
Francis Burkitt 

 

 
MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 

 
Our Christmas meeting on 8th December 2008 
was attended by 20 members, who were treated 
to a fascinating talk from Mike Petty concerning 
the historical research that is possible through the 
Internet.  Do have a look at his website for further 
information: 
http://www.cambridgeshirehistory.com/MikePetty/. 

 
Mrs Buckingham-Howard, from the Department of 
Estate Management, is arranging a Tour of the 
Madingley 800 Wood.  Please check the 
noticeboard outside the church in Church Lane for 
the date of this event. 
  
Our next ordinary meeting will take place at the 
Village Hall on 23rd March at 7.30pm when we 
plan to look at the 1911 census and recent 
research about Madingley Hall. 
 
Here are some pictures from the History Group 
archives – see if you can spot the location!  If you 
have pictures at home that we could copy to add 
to our collection please contact Sue on 01954 
212593.  We still aim to publish a book about the 
last 100 years so the more information we have 
the better! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NEW COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
We‟ve got a new County Councillor, Fiona 
Whelan, who lives in Hardwick, and who was 
elected in the bye-election on 27 November.  I 
therefore thought that I‟d write an article about 
how our local democracy is organised.  There are 
three layers: 
 
(1) Closest to hand is your Parish Council, which 

you will be familiar with.  Its job is to oversee 
the management of the village‟s local affairs.  
All planning applications go to it, but a 
common mistake is to think that a Parish 
Council is a decision-maker on planning 
applications: it is not, the decision-maker is 
the District Council, and the role of the Parish 
Council is to be consulted by the District 
Council for its views. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/naughton/sets/72157611625422845/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/naughton/sets/72157611625422845/
http://www.cambridgeshirehistory.com/MikePetty/
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(2) The next layer is the District Council.  Our 
county is sub-divided into four District 
Councils (South Cambridgeshire, East 
Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire and 
Fenland) and Cambridge City Council.  About 
140,000 people live in South 
Cambridgeshire, and there are 57 District 
Councillors, so each represents about 2,500 
people.  That is why Barton, Coton, 
Grantchster and Madingley are grouped 
together into “Barton Ward” and have just 
one District Councillor (me) between them, 
whereas for example Sawson, with a 
population of 7,200, has three District 
Councillors. 
 
The District Council is responsible for many 
things, but four stand out:  (1) the provision of 
social and affordable housing, either through 
council houses or housing associations; (2) 
long-term planning – in our case, where the 
20,000 houses that the Government wants 
by 2016 will be built; (3) individual planning 
applications; and (4) refuse and dustbin 
collection, and recycling. 
 

(3) The final layer is Cambridgeshire County 
Council, whose offices are in Shire Hall.  The 
population of Cambridgeshire is about 
570,000 and there are 69 County 
Councillors, so each covers about 8,300 
people.  In our case, we are part of 
“Hardwick Ward”, and Fiona will cover four 
SCDC District Council Wards: Barton Ward 
(Barton, Coton, Grantchster and Madingley), 
Comberton Ward and Hardwick Ward (each 
of which covers just the relevant village) and 
Caldecote Ward (Caldecote, Childerley, 
Kingston and Toft). 
 
The main things that County Council does 
that the District Council does not are: roads 
and highways; schools and education; and 
health and hospitals.  (As an aside, that is 
why it is proving so difficult to get any action 
on speeding through our villages, as it is a 
County not a District Council matter). 

 
Fiona Whelan is a Liberal Democrat and I am a 
Conservative, so you can rest assured that there 
is perfect political balance between those you 
have elected!  I am often asked whether I think 
politics is a good or bad thing in local democracy.  
The answer is “yes and no” (which is presumably 
a typical politician‟s answer!).  What I mean is this.  
Basically, I think politics is and should be 
irrelevant in local democracy, which should be 
about helping local people with local problems, 
using common sense and judgment to take 
decisions.  But then I ask you to imagine what it 
would be like if you sat on a committee of 57 or 69 
people, and to consider whether it would ever 
agree on anything, and whether anything would 
ever actually get done!   So I think „voting 

groupings‟ are probably a good thing, as at least 
they enable decisions to be taken, and the way 
this has evolved over the last ten or twenty years 
is along party political lines.  But the majority of all 
Council decisions are non-political, and that is 
how I think they should be. 
 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 
 
 

ANOTHER EVENING OF MUSIC 
MAKING in the Saloon 
at MADINGLEY HALL 

 
SATURDAY 28th FEBRUARY at 8.00 pm 

 
by kind permission of the Warden of 

Madingley Hall & the Institute of Continuing 
Education 

 
 

Photography: Julia Hedgecoe 

 
The fourteenth concert given by award-winning 
musicians from St Catharine‟s College, 
Cambridge & their friends, who will perform a 
varied programme of classical & light music 
 
Tickets: £10 (to include a glass of wine or juice) 
available now and in advance only.   No tickets 
for sale „on the door‟. Note that access to the 
Saloon is via stairs with a continuous handrail. 
Please contact Sue Baldwin (01954 212593) or 
send cheque made payable to Madingley Parish 
Church and s.a.e. to: 2 The Old Wood Mill, 
Church Lane, Madingley, Cambridge CB23 8AF. 

 
 
DELIGHTS IN A CHRISTMAS BOX 
 
With the advent of a new year, your walk around 
Madingley Hall garden will be transformed by the 
sweet scent of the Christmas Box, Sarcoccoca. 
This delightful evergreen shrub is spelt with four 
C‟s, from the Greek Sarx meaning flesh and 
Kokkos, a berry. The common name Christmas 
Box originates from Cambridge, credited to John L 
S Gilmour, Director of Cambridge University 
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Botanic Garden from 1951 to 1973. Sweet Box is 
another common name, which the Royal 
Horticultural Society‟s Plant Finder prefers to 
recognise. The male and female flowers are borne 
on the same plant, (monoecious); the female 
flowers below the male, there are no petals. The 
berry is spherical, usually 10-18mm in size. All are 
of Chinese origin. 
 

 
 
The attributes of Sarcoccoca are their evergreen 
foliage, white scented flowers, which often appear 
with remnants of the previous season‟s berries. 
They rarely exceed a metre in height and width, 
ideal for the small garden. Their tolerance of all 
but dense shade means they are a must for a 
woodland borders. Sarcoccoca ruscifolia grows in 
the border opposite the Wayper Room. It is a 
neatly balanced shrub with fibrous roots, red fruits 
and the number of stigmas is consistently three 
per flower.  Sarcoccoca confusa (pictured) is 
similar; this grows on all sides of the Tower Wing, 
but has black berries. The famous Edwardian 
Plant Hunter, Ernest Wilson found Sarcoccoca 
hookeriana var. digyna in West China in 1908.  
This grows at the top of the Woodland Border 
alongside the flowering Lenten Rose, Helleborus 
orientalis. 
 
Wilson also introduced another suckering variety 
of the same species, S. hookeriana var. humilis a 
year earlier. The latter variety differs in its smaller 
size and pink anthers. There are three spaced at 
intervals surrounding the Courtyard lawn, in 
February they fill the enclosed space with its 
perfume. For a woodland shrub, these specimens 
have thrived in an extremely restricted root zone 
and full exposure to the sun.   
 
These dependable plants are a welcome addition 
during the heart of the winter. As winter moves 
into the spring, other members of the Box family 
assume the flowering mantle. The native Box, 
Buxus sempervirens grows both in the 
surrounding woods and in the garden, including 
the Topiary on the terrace at the front of the Hall. 
Box gives it name to a nearby village.  Boxworth 
originates from the clearing of woodland 

containing Boxwood. Another family member is 
groundcover. Its glossy light green foliage offers a 
contrast to its dark green relatives.  
There is so much find in the Box; a variety of 
foliage, berry and scent. Treat yourself this year, 
to your very own, Christmas Box.the low growing 
Japanese Spurge, Pachysandra terminalis. This 
evergreen plant is superb for groundcover. Its 
glossy light green foliage offers a contrast to its 
dark green relatives.  
 
There is so much find in the Box; a variety of 
foliage, berry and scent. Treat yourself this year, 
to your very own, Christmas Box. 
 
Richard Gant, Head Gardener, Madingley Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


