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DIARY 
 
Sat 22

nd
 Aug Village Hall Work Party, Village Hall, 

10.00am 
 
Tues 25

th
 Aug Visit to Prince Albert Statue, Wolfson 

College, 7.30pm 
 
Sun 13

th
 Sept Bridge the Gap Charity Walk, Jesus 

Green, 9.30am 
 
Sat 19

th
 Sept Village Hall Work Party, Village Hall, 

10.00am 
 
Sun 4

th
 Oct Bring and Share Harvest Lunch  

 
Sat 17

th
 Oct Quiz Night, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

 
Thurs 22

nd
 Oct History Group Meeting, Village Hall, 

7.30pm 
 
Sat 7

th
 Nov Village Bonfire Party, off Dry Drayton 

Road, 6.00pm 
 
Sat 21

st
 Nov A Hint of the Unknown God, 

Madingley Church, 8.30pm 
 
Sat 28

th
 Nov Christmas Village Party, Village Hall, 

7.00pm 

 

 
. 
MADINGLEY VILLAGE HALL 
 
The Trustees and Committee were delighted to 
see so many people attend the cutting of the 
ribbon for the new kitchen / store / disabled WC / 
French Windows / terrace on Wednesday 15

th
 

July. A big thank you to all our very kind donors, 
and to all the villagers who helped to make it all 
possible, and those who made such an effort on 
the night with the food and drink. Those of you 
who haven't been to see the new kitchen are 
urged to come and admire it. 
 
The trustees / Committee are looking at innovative 
ways to increase the Hall's income to put the 
Village Hall on a stable financial footing for the 
future. All ideas and suggestions would be very 
welcome. Please call me on 01954 211536 or 
email on elbyamcook@aol.com 
 
With these wonderful new facilities we look 
forward to more village bookings at the special 
discounted rate for villagers. To book, please call 
Hilary West on 01954 211734. 
 
Edward Byam-Cook 

 

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
 
Coton School   01954 210339 

County Councillor  01954 212725 
Fiona Whelan  
fiona.whelan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Cricket Club 
Ian Morgan   01223 861841 

District Councillor 
Francis Burkitt   01223 840128 
cllr.burkitt@scambs.gov.uk 

Local History Group 
Sue Baldwin   01954 212593 

Madingley School  01954 210309 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Chris Baldwin   01954 212593 

Parish Church Wardens 
Adrian Barlow   01954 210176 
Alan Clarke   01223 262678 

Parish Council Clerk 
Gail Stoehr   01954 210241 
madingleypc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Councillors 
John Wiseman (Chairman) 01954 210217 
Edward Byam-Cook  01954 211933 
Frank Dann   01954 210222 
Janet Dean   01954 212154 
Jeff Torrance   01954 210553 

Police 
Emergency   999 
Non-Emergency  0845 4564564 
Crime Stoppers   0800 555111 
Community Officer  01223 823730 

Sports & Social Club  
Geoff Hart   01954 210142 

Madingley Toad Rescue 
William Seale   01223 316561 

Village Hall 
Hilary West   01954 211734 

Village Newsletter 
Jane McCann   01954 212340 
jane@themccanns.demon.co.uk 
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SPEED LIMITS ON A1303 MADINGLEY 
ROAD 
 
The County Council has reviewed the speed limits 
along this road, because the Government has told 
all county councils to review all speed limits on A 
and B roads over the next three years. 
 
In the whole stretch that was reviewed (from 
Storey‟s Way in the town, all along to the 
roundabout by Madingley Mulch) over the three 
years 2005-07, there were 25 accidents; 24 of 
these were attributed to speeding; 2 of these were 
classed as “serious” and 22 as “slight”.  In the few 
hundred yards between the M11 and the 
Coton/Madingley crossroads, the accident rate is 
well below the national average; but west of the 
crossroads and up to the Madingley Mulch 
crossroads, the accident rate is higher than the 
national average, and the average speed is about 
46mph. 
 
As you know, in the stretch from the City 
Boundary (i.e. just west of the Coton/Madingley 
crossroad, where the dual carriageway up the hill 
starts) and along to the Madingley Mulch 
roundabout, the current speed limit is 60mph (i.e. 
the national limit).  This will be reduced to 
50mph. 
 
Also, in the town, the stretch between JJThomson 
Avenue to Storey‟s Way will have the limit 
reduced from 40mph to 30mph. 
 
A piece of (to my mind) madness has happily 
been resolved.  The initial proposal had been to 
raise (!!!) the speed limit between the M11 and the 
City Boundary (i.e. including the area of  the 
Coton/Madingley crossroads) from 40mph to 
50mph!  This was objected to by South 
Cambridgeshire District Council, Coton Parish 
Council, Madingley Parish Council, the Fire 
Brigade, four un-named local residents and me.  
Happily, we were all listened to, and this raising 
will not happen.  It‟s good to know that these sort 
of objections are listened to and acted on, and a 
reminder that we should never be apathetic and 
should always express our views if similar 
situations occur in the future! 
 
Francis Burkitt, District Councillor 
 

ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE 
 
There are a few allotments available off 
Cambridge Road. Rent starts at £30 per annum 
depending on the size of the allotment.   
 
Please contact Rachel Buckingham-Howard for 
further details: rmh1000@admin.cam.ac.uk 
 

 

BAR HILL TO COTON CYCLE PATH 
 
Background 
The state and number of the bike paths in and 
around the villages to the west of Cambridge is 
poor.  Currently, Madingley has no bike paths, 
and Dry Drayton is linked only to Bar Hill.  To the 
south of these villages, Coton has two bike paths 
going into Cambridge and one to Hardwick.  In the 
future, a bike path will be built from Bar Hill into 
northwest Cambridge alongside the developed 
A14.  That is not expected until 2016. 
 
During the preparation of the Dry Drayton Village 
Plan, strong support was expressed for the 
construction of a network of bike paths for 
recreational and commuting purposes.  This is in 
strong accord with national and regional initiatives 
to reduce traffic and to increase exercise 
opportunities.  The priority was for one to go 
through Madingley to the Coton turn on the A428 
where it could link into the existing bike paths.  In 
response, the Dry Drayton and Madingley Parish 
Councils set up a joint working group to promote 
this.  This group has met a number of times and 
has come up with a planned route which roughly 
follows the existing lanes.   
 
Progress 
The planned route is off-road, so that the bike 
path is separated from the road by either the 
hedge or the verge for most of its route.  The 
exception is through Madingley for which no easy 
alternatives are obvious.  The bike path would be 
made of high quality Hoggin which is a compacted 
surface suitable for the type of secondary bike 
route proposed here.  It is important to note that 
the current bike lane from Hardwick to Cambridge 
is tarmac and that the proposed route from Bar 
Hill to Cambridge will be as well.  The working 
group recognises that many serious cyclists prefer 
tarmac routes but has concluded that the close 
proximity to these routes is sufficient and that this 
route should be a lower cost option. 
 
Preliminary contact was made with all landowners 
in mid-2008, and most expressed support in 
principle while making clear that actual support 
would depend on how the planned route would 
affect their land.  A second letter describing the 
proposed route was sent in early 2009, and the 
working group is currently awaiting their 
responses.  
 
The project has also been discussed with relevant 
officials in Cambridgeshire County Council who 
have recently received a substantial award to 
promote bicycling in the county, including in the 
necklace of villages to the west of Cambridge.  
While the Dry Drayton/ Madingley/ Coton is not in 
the current list of projects, the working group feel 
that their relatively advanced state of planning 
means that this route still has a good chance of 
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being funded.  CCC have also been very helpful in 
providing advice about maintenance, surfaces, 
other sources of funding and the legal situation. 
 
Outlook 
The aim of this initiative is to provide a safe, direct 
bicycle route linking west Cambridge to Bar Hill 
via Madingley and Dry Drayton within the next 
year or so.  This route will supplement the other 
existing and planned bike routes once they are 
built.  To achieve this, there are on-going 
discussions with the landowners, Cycling 
England, Cambridgeshire County Council and 
others over funding and the route.  
 
The working group is now in the process of 
contacting other local councils (particularly Bar Hill 
and Coton) and users with a view to proving the 
local support for such an initiative. Once a route 
has been agreed with the landowners and farmers 
concerned, there will be a public meeting to hear 
the village‟s views. 
 
The working group are seeking written support so 
please circulate this information and write or send 
emails to Edward Byam-Cook (01954 211536; 
ELBYAMCOOK@aol.com; The Farmhouse, 
Madingley, Cambridge, CB23 8AE) or Roger 
Swain (01954 780409; SWAINROG@aol.com).  
 

 
CHEAPER TAXIS FOR MADINGLEY  
 
With all the doom and gloom about the current 
economic crisis in the media, it‟s easy to feel 
despondent - but here‟s some good news!  
Cambridge based taxi company, Panther Taxis, 
have launched a brand new, reduced rate taxi 
service, specifically with Cambridge‟s village 
residents in mind. 
 
Previously, if you called a taxi out to collect you 
from Madingley and take you to your desired 
destination, you would have paid a fixed price „call 
out‟ charge to cover the cost of the taxi travelling 
out of Cambridge to collect you.  Panther Taxis, 
Cambridge‟s largest taxi company, and the only 
taxi firm in Cambridge to offer this new „village-
friendly‟ pricing policy, recognised the need to be 
pro-active at a time when many local people and 
businesses are struggling.  
 
The new service does away with the Cambridge 
call out charge, charging jobs on a metered only 
basis.  This means you only pay for your journey 
door to door, making fares significantly cheaper 
for village residents, and in some cases, reducing 
fares to just a few pounds.   
 
At the moment, the service is being piloted in a 
selection of Cambridge villages, Madingley being 
one of them, and if successful, will then be 
introduced in other villages surrounding 

Cambridge. If you would like to benefit from the 
new reduced rate service, call Panther Taxis on 
01223 715715.  Now no journey need be too 
short, too far or too expensive! 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 
Cambs Minerals & Waste Plan Proposed 
Borrow Pits 
 
At an extra-ordinary meeting in early March the 
Parish Council welcomed representatives from 
Costain Stanska and the Highways Agency who 
expanded on the proposals for the borrow pit 
adjacent to to the Madingley boundary. The 
Parish Council agreed it would support the 
proposal for a borrow pit at the site in principle, as 
long as the end use did not result in increased 
public access and increased traffic through the 
village. The Parish Council wishes to see the land 
returned to agricultural land. The publication of the 
draft orders for the A14 have been delayed and 
they are now expected in Autumn. 
  
Street Furniture and Village Maintenance 
 
Arrangements are in hand to replace the seat by 
Madingley Hall gates and a bench in the play area 
is to be turned so that it faces the play equipment. 
Cambs County Council has routinely been asked 
to repair the broken bollards and mend potholes 
throughout the village. 
  
Village Hall Kitchen  
 
The Parish Council has agreed to contribute £500 
towards the new kitchen. 
  
Play Equipment Scheme 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to 
attend the new play equipment scheme opening 
ceremony on 21 June. The scheme is a credit to 
the village and the Parish Council also extends its 
thanks to two residents Heather Robinson and Lizi 
Ingham whose hard work and efforts made the 
scheme possible. 
 
The Parish Council 
  
 

VILLAGE NEWS  
 
Bonfire Party 
This will take place at 18.00 on Saturday 7

th
 

November half way up the track to the Horseshoe 
Pond, off Dry Drayton Road. Please call 01954 
211536 to liaise over what food or drink you would 
like to contribute. Also, anyone who needs 
directions, please call. I will take a gas barbeque 
along this year weather allowing. I would suggest 

mailto:ELBYAMCOOK@aol.com
mailto:SWAINROG@aol.com


 4 

walking from Dry Drayton Road which will be 
signed. 
 
Wood Cutting 
On 18

th
 & 19th July, 7 fit "young men" carried on 

log splitting for Britain. As well as supplying logs 
for themselves, 4 village pensioners received free 
logs. A big thank you to all those who took part 
and to the University who supplied the standing 
dead trees. 
 
Quiz Night 
There will be another quiz night in the village hall 
on Saturday 17

th
 October at 19.30, with the cost 

per person as before £5. Cheese and light 
refreshments will be provided plus one free drink. 
 
Annual Christmas Party - Free To All Villagers 
 
This will be held for all the village in the Village 
Hall on Saturday 28th November starting at 7.00 
pm - it is a bring and share party so please liaise 
with the village committee and/or Trustees over 
what you would like to bring in the way of food 
and drink. Please call Geoff on 210142, Hillary 
211734 or Edward – 211536. 
 
 Village Hall Work Party 

 
There are lots more repair and decorating items 
still to finish - all are welcome, meet at the village 
hall at 10.00 am on: 
 
Saturday 22 August 
Saturday 19th September 
 
Please call me on 01954 211536 if you can help. 
 
Edward Byam-Cook  
 
 

BRIDGE THE GAP 
A 4.5 Mile Charity Walk Around the Colleges 

 
Sign up now for the annual Bridge the Gap 
Charity Walk! Taking place on Sunday 13

th
 

September and one of the most popular charity 
walks in the region, Bridge the Gap is a lovely 
opportunity to meander through the sites of 
Cambridge and its colleges. And at just 4.5 miles, 
it‟s something the whole family can enjoy 
together.  
 
Set to raise thousands, this year‟s walk will be in 
aid of Arthur Rank Hospice Charity and Press 
Relief: The News Community Fund, as well as 
being partnered by the University of Cambridge, 
Cambridge University Press, the Cambridge News 
and Headline Sponsor - Cambridge Building 
Society. 
 
As well as seeing the Colleges and bridges, 
walkers also have the opportunity to visit the 

Zoology Museum and The Pitt Building. There will 
also be Tourist guides on hand to talk about the 
history of the colleges and other local sites. 
 
Entry Forms are already being received following 
our launch on 18

th
 June.   To make sure you don‟t 

miss out, download an entry form from 
www.bridgethegapwalk.org or call 01223 723115. 
Registration costs £8 in advance (£14 from 1

st
 

September) for adults; entry is free for children 16 
and under.  
 
People of any age or ability can take part and the 
route is wheelchair and pushchair friendly, so it 
really is open to all. It is also a non-competitive 
event, so participants are welcome to stop off at a 
café or restaurant en route! Plus the highest 
fundraisers will receive some fantastic prizes. 
 
The walk starts at 9.30 a.m. from Jesus Green. 
 
 

MADINGLEY PLAYGROUND 
 

The Playground was officially opened on the 21
st
 

of June.  Mr David Ridgeon was kind enough to 
do the honours and cut the ribbon.  The weather 
was just right and a good number of people turned 
out to enjoy the Playground and the refreshments.  
Already it is obvious that the new equipment is 
attracting many more families to use the 
Playground, which was the whole point of the 
project, so all in all a good outcome.  It will also 
provide a permanent memory of Mrs Gwen 
Ruddell, who started the Playground project with a 
bequest in her will, and all she did for Madingley 
and its children. 
 
Lizi Ingham 
 
 

MADINGLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 
After our service on Sunday 30

th
 June the 

congregation marked the retirement of Richard 
(Dick) Seale (who has served as church warden 
from 1972 – 2009) and Robert (Bob) Stephens 
who has served on the Church Council as 
Member and Chairman 1992 – 2009.  Following a 

http://www.bridgethegapwalk.org/
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presentation of commemorative gifts, a lunch 
party was held at Madingley Hall.   
 
The debt owed to Dick and Bob by this parish is 
immense.  Bob chaired the committee that 
organised the 900

th
 anniversary celebrations of 

the church in 1992, which culminated in the visit of 
HRH the Duke of Edinburgh to Madingley.  His 
strong leadership has been pivotal to the 
continuing successful existence of the church in 
this village including the on-going restoration 
programme.  His many talents also extend to the 
gift of two new hymns for Madingley Church (with 
music by Jan Pearson). 

 
Dick has worked tirelessly as Secretary, Church 
Warden (for 37 years!), fund raiser, member of the 
Deanery and Diocesan Synods, historian and 
natural history expert.  Together, with his wife 
Elizabeth, during times when the Parish had no 
official priest, he has ensured that there has been 
continuity of Sunday workshop. He published a 
History of Madingley Church and has ridden in 
countless sponsored cycle rides in aid of the 
Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust.  
 
Stewardship Campaign: information packs have 
been delivered to all villagers and a very 
enjoyable church open day was held in April.  This 
is part of our aim to ensure that all villagers feel 
that the Parish Church is their church and that 
they are always welcome – at our regular Sunday 
service or for private reflection when the building 
is open during the week.  Of course, the Church 
Council is dependant on support from the village 
(not just financial support – villagers help out in 
many ways and this does not necessarily involve 
money!) to keep this beautiful church available 
and open. 
 
The Institute of Continuing Education and staff 
of Madingley Hall have enabled two fund raising 
events to take place this year: the Concert given 
by musicians from St Catharine‟s College 

Cambridge in February (which, once again, was 
sold out weeks in advance) and the National 
Gardens Scheme in June (part of the proceeds 
are donated to our Restoration Fund).  Many 
thanks to everyone who made this possible! 
 
The congregation is delighted that Susan 
Rawlings, who many of you will know is Warden 
of Madingley Hall, is currently training to be a 
Licensed Lay Minister.  Susan currently assists 
Rev‟d John Mullett at our Sunday services.   Tiffa 
Robinson, who lived in the High Street whilst 
training at Ridley Hall in Cambridge was made a 
deacon at St Edmundsbury Cathedral on 3rd July.  
We send our best wishes to him in his first parish 
in the benefice of South Hartismere and to his 
wife Amy who is expecting their first child in 
December.  We are grateful for all the support 
they gave to this parish whilst they were living 
here. 
 
Headstones:  the following headstones in the 
churchyard have been identified as requiring 
restoration/refixing.  The Church Council has set 
aside some funds to carry out work to those most 
in need.  Should any of these headstones 
commemorate a member of your family please get 
in touch with the PCC so that we can let you know 
what is proposed. 
 

William How 1840 
Jane Allen 1759 
Mary Willows 1863 
Elizabeth Swan 1743 
John Swan 1857 
Martha Swan 1783 
William Swan 1732 
William Britchford 1823 
Thomas Britchford 1865 
Sarah Bonhall 1823 
Susanna Stott 1819 
George Stott 1846 
Dennis Male 1831 
Lydia Male 1836 
Alice Raymond 1860 
James Patman 1821 
Thomas Perry 1881 
William Rutter 1840 
Margaret Archer 1865 
Frances Hawkins 1858 
Ann Pypers 1809 
William Phipps 1824 
Mary Johnson 1902 
Walter Francis 1970 
Gertrude Moles 1970 
Edith Bouquet 1952 
Jane King 1904 
Samuel Webb 1883 
Elizabeth Todd 1895 

 

A visit to see the Statue of Prince Albert at 
Wolfson College, Cambridge to include a talk by 
Dr Norma Emerton has been arranged for 
Tuesday 25th August at 7.30pm at the 
Chancellor‟s Building, Wolfson College, 
Cambridge (this event was previously arranged 
for early February but cancelled because of bad 
weather).  Tickets: £5 available in advance only 
(includes a soft drink) Please contact - Sue 
Baldwin - telephone 01954 212593  email: 
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sbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk.  This 
event has been arranged in aid of the Parish 
Church Restoration Fund. 
 
 

 
A Bring and Share Harvest Lunch is being 

arranged for  
Sunday 4

th
 October in the Village Hall.   

This event is open to everyone.   
Further details will be circulated shortly but  

please hold this date in your diary!  
  

 
 

A SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION IS 
CELEBRATED AT THE CHURCH 

EVERY SUNDAY MORNING AT 11 am 
 

If you need to contact us at Madingley Church 
please telephone the Church Wardens:   

Alan Clarke: 01223 262678 or Adrian Barlow: 
01954 210176 

 
 

MADINGLEY HISTORY GROUP 
 

One of the most important additions to the 
landscape of the Parish of Madingley over recent 
times is the 800 Wood that has been planted 
alongside the existing, ancient  Madingley Wood 
by the University of Cambridge as part of it‟s 
800th anniversary celebrations.   
 

 
 
Members were given a very interesting guided 
tour of the wood in March by Mrs Buckingham-
Howard, from the University of Cambridge 
Department of Estate Management and Liz 
Sharkey of Lockhart Garratt.  This preceded the 
official opening of the wood by HRH Prince Philip 
on 20th April (picture below shows Prince Philip 
being followed by TV crew on his visit to the 
wood).  Children from Madingley School planted 
some of the trees. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Summer meeting included a talk by Sue 
Pemberton about the research she is carrying out 
into the diary of Abraham Taylor who was steward 
to Sir John Hynde Cotton in 1771.  His diary 
records the changing temperature, the cost of a 
pair of shoes (1 shilling and 8 pence), the number 
of chimneys swept at Madingley Hall that 
February (24) and the text of the Sunday sermon.  
We went on to look at new census information 
available for the village in 1911, concentrating on 
those residing in the High Street. 
 
Our next meeting will be held at the Village Hall 
on 22

nd
 October, at 7.30pm.  Meetings are open to 

everyone interested in the history of the village 
and there is always time for conversation in 
addition to the talks and research. Do join us! For 
information please contact Sue Baldwin 01954 
212593 
 
Sue Baldwin, Secretary 
 

 
RECYLING IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Recycling 
textiles and 
shoes has just 
been made 
even easier!   
 
The recycling 
site at the Three 
Horseshoes 

Public House, Madingley now includes a textile 
recycling banks which will make recycling 
unwanted shoes and clothes easier for local 
residents.  
 
Textiles account for 3% of household waste but 
nationally we only recycle around 25% of this with 
remainder going to landfill.  Making recycling 
easier and convenient will help to keep reusable 
and recyclable textile and shoes out of landfill.    
   
The new bank will enable everyone to 
recycle their unwanted clothes, shoes, belts, 
cottons and linen. The textiles will be collected, 
sorted and then.... 

mailto:sbaldwin@actconsultantservices.co.uk
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 Almost any type of wearable textile, 
including T-Shirts, Shoes, Belts, etc will 
be re-used or recycled.  

 Textiles unsuitable for re-use are 
recycled. Cottons and linen are cut down 
to be re-used as industrial wipes.  

 Materials such as wool are 'pulled' and 
made into fresh yarn, or re-used as felt for 
stuffing upholstery.  

We hope everyone will support this new recycling 
facility!   
 
 

NEWS FROM MADINGLEY SCHOOL 
  
We have now come to the end of our twelfth year 
at Madingley and we are still finding this hard to 
believe. Although our aim has always been to 
keep a family atmosphere with small classes, 
during those years over 300 children have passed 
through the school. 
  
Many will have been at the school for more than 
half of their young lives and some stay for shorter 
periods of time, but all are remembered. As our 
reputation grew, children began to come to the 
school from far and wide, but it has always been a 
great pleasure for us to welcome so many 
Madingley children. 
  
We have worked hard to make this a happy 
school, although our expectations of the children 
have been high and we take great pleasure in 
learning of the successes of our former pupils. 
Many come back to our annual Summer Fayre 
and one young man even asked to come back for 
his fifteenth birthday treat.  
  
Our parents have always been very supportive, 
not just with our Summer Fayre, but also in the 
support that they give to our various charity 
collections throughout the year. This support also 
extends to grandparents who regularly come and 
talk to the children 
  
We also have an excellent staff. Most have been 
with us for a long time and one of these is our 
cleaner who has been with us for six years. He 
has told us that he would like to retire in January, 
so we will be looking for a replacement after 
Christmas and ideally we would like to employ 
someone from the village who can work for two 
hours every evening. Do contact us if you know of 
anyone who might be interested. 
  
So now we are busy getting ready for our 
thirteenth year – life goes on! 
  
Penelope and Michael Evans 

 
 

900th ANNIVERSARY KNEELERS 
 

 
 

(Picture: Adrian Barlow) 

 
The 900

th
 Anniversary Kneelers were put out on 

display for the Madingley Church Open Day on 
18

th
 April. They were embroidered by the following 

people: 
 
Mary Byam-Cook, Lindsay Button, Jean Charlton, Mary Rose 
Clark, Mary Clarke, Anne Dann, Janet Dean, Joan Goodwin, 
Brenda Heathcote, Frances Ison, Joyce Mullett, Sarah Pain, 

Mrs Patel, Audrey Pickersgill, Gwen Ruddell, Marjorie 
Sabberton and her niece, Elizabeth Seale, Family Styles, 

Family Teversham, Sally Thompson, Hazel Whitemore and 
Sue Yealland. 

 
All the kneelers feature a picture of the Church 
(from a picture by Richard Seale) on the front – to 
celebrate the 900

th
 Anniversary of the church in 

1992 (the earliest written record of Madingley 
church is in 1092). 
 
Joan Goodwin 
 
 

CAMEO THEATRE presents 
A HINT OF THE UNKNOWN GOD 

 
An exploration and celebration of the faith, 

fears and foibles  
of Sir John Betjeman (1906 - 1984) 

at the Church of St Mary Magdalene, 
Madingley  

on Saturday November 21st at 8.30 p.m. 
 
Sir John Betjeman (who died twenty-five years 
ago this year) is one of the few poets to be known 
and loved beyond the confines of the literati. He 
was Poet Laureate for twelve years and his 
Collected Poems have sold over three million 
copies - an unprecedented figure for a book of 
poetry. 
 
In later years he became a familiar figure on the 
TV screens of the nation, and he also led many 
campaigns to save Victorian buildings from being 
demolished - his rescue of St Pancras Station 
being a notable success. A statue of him, in 
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characteristic pose, standing by one of the St 
Pancras station platforms, is now admired and 
photographed by many, on a daily basis. 
 
Throughout his life he was a loyal churchgoer and 
a lover of churches. Though often beset by doubts 
and fears in his religion, he spoke of being 
sustained by 'intermittent hope'. A new production 
from Cameo Theatre this autumn showcases and 
dramatises his prose and poetry related to 
religious subjects, in both profound and light-
hearted vein. 
 
A HINT OF THE UNKNOWN GOD is directed by 
Rex Walford whose previous productions for 
Cambridge-based Cameo Theatre have included 
a dramatisation of the twelve THE MAN BORN 
TO BE KING radio plays, CELL TALK, SPARK IN 
JUDEA and MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL.  A 
team of eight top actors from the region includes 
Gordon Cummings, Angela Harris, Lindsey 
McCaig, Tricia Peroni, Michael Morrish, Stuart 
Warren, Andrew Watts, and Martin Woodruff. 
 
A HINT OF THE UNKNOWN GOD, tours East 
Anglian venues (including Ely Cathedral) in 
November 2009. It plays at St Mary Magdalene, 
Madingley on Saturday, November 21st at 8.30 
p.m.  Refreshments will be available. 
 
Tickets are £8 (concessions £6) and can be 
obtained from Sue Baldwin (01954 212593) 
 
 

ADULT ACTIVITIES AT COMBERTON 
VILLAGE COLLEGE IN THE AUTUMN 
TERM 
 
The adult term re-starts on 21 September 2009. 
Please visit our website for a full list of all our 
courses. Activities include:  
 
ARTS: Drawing and Painting for Beginners (Mon 
11.45-1.15pm), Life Drawing (Mon 6.30-8.30pm), 
Oil Painting Beginners/Improvers (Weds 7.15-
9.15pm), Watercolours Improvers (Thurs 9.30-
11.30pm), Watercolours Beginners (Thurs 1.20-
3.20pm) 

COMPUTING: Beginners I.T. (Mon 9.40-11.40am 
or 7.30-9.30pm), Vocational I.T. (Weds 9.40-
11.40am or 7.30-9.30pm), Photoshop (Weds 
7.30-9.30pm), Presenting with Powerpoint (Weds 
7.30-9.30pm starts Jan 2010), Webpage Design 
(Mon 7.30-9.30pm 

DAY SCHOOLS: many available including 
Breadmaking (26

th
 Sept), Spanish Autumn 

Cookery Feast (3
rd

 Oct) and Photoshop (7
th
 Nov) 

 
FITNESS AND HEALTH: Alexander Technique 
(Mon 7.00-8.30pm), Indian Head Massage (Mon 
7.30-9.30pm), Pilates (various, Mon & Weds evs) 

GENERAL INTEREST: Maths GCSE (Mon 7.15-
9.15pm), Sociology AS (6.00-8.30pm), Exploring 
the Universe (Weds 7.00-9.00pm), Safety First 
Investing (Weds 7.00-9.00pm) Traditional Indian 
Cookery (Weds 7.30 -9.30pm), Salsa beginners 
(Weds 7.00-8.30pm) 
 
LANGUAGES: Various including Beginners 
French (Weds a.m & eve.), Spanish (Weds 7.30-
9.30pm or Fri 11.40-1.10pm), Parlons Francais - 
 Intermed/Advanced (Mon 7.00-8.30pm or Weds 
11.00-12.30pm) 
 
Community Education 
Comberton Village College 
West Street, Comberton 
Cambs, CB23 7DU 
Tel: 01223 264721 Fax: 01223 264548 
email: commed@comberton.cambs.sch.uk 
website: www.commed.combertonvc.org 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Your local children’s hospice needs 
YOUR help 

 
The Milton Children’s hospice is looking for 

 
Collection Box Organisers and Publicity 

Officers 
 

Both roles would involve a few hours a month 
and full training will be given. 

 
Your help will enable us to ensure that we can 
continue to provide care to children with life-

threatening conditions and complex health care 
needs and support to their families 

 
If you are interested in becoming part of the 

children’s hospice at Milton and would like to 
learn more about the work of EACH please come 
along to our Volunteer Open Day on Monday 12 

October 2009 from 3pm-6pm. 
 

Places are limited so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. Contact Nicky Jackson or Beccy 

Turner on 01223 205180 or email 
nicky.jackson@each.org.uk to book your place 

and to answer any questions. 

 
Registered charity number 10692894 
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